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Abstract

Reading and writing are two core and interrelated literacy skills in second language acquisition (L2).
Drawing on seminal theoretical frameworks and recent empirical advances, this paper systemati-
cally reviews the literature on reading-writing relations along two principal research trajectories—
reading-to-write and writing-to-read—with particular attention to linguistic grain size, develop-
mental phase, and measurement approach. The cognitive mechanisms underlying the writing-to-
read direction are further elaborated from an information-processing perspective, encompassing
elaborative encoding, the generation effect, and the testing effect. Converging evidence from meta-
analyses and longitudinal investigations indicates that reading and writing share a robust overall
association, that lexical-level associations substantially outweigh those at the discourse level, and
that the magnitude of reading-writing relations exhibits relative insensitivity to grade-level varia-
tion, a finding partly attributable to the methodological limitations of using grade as a developmen-
tal proxy and relying on cross-sectional designs. Latent-variable modeling approaches reveal asso-
ciations that are stronger and more structurally nuanced than those yielded by observed measures
alone. The paper further argues that the Shared Knowledge Hypothesis and the Interactive Dynamic
Literacy model are theoretically complementary rather than competing, addressing the knowledge-
representational and process-strategic dimensions of reading-writing relations respectively Impli-
cations for L2 contexts, measurement validity, and future research are discussed. In response to the
L2-specific nature of reading-writing relations, this review further incorporates L1 transfer, learn-
ing motivation, affective filter, and input quality into the moderating framework and formulates
testable hypotheses concerning their interactions with linguistic grain size and developmental
phase.
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