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Abstract

The nasal-crown occlusive sounds of Ancient Miao Language are one of the major features of the Miao
language. Diantang Miao has a total of four sets of nasal-crown initial consonants, derived from
the Ancient Miao Language labial-nasal-crown occlusive series, apical-nasal-crown occlusive series,
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apical-nasal-crown affricate series, and uvular-nasal-crown occlusive series. In Diantang Miao,
their evolutionary patterns show differentiated development according to the voiced and voiceless
attributes of Ancient Miao Language nasal-crown consonants: the fully voiceless series (*NT-) re-
tains the three-level ancient structure, including complete retention (NT-NT), weakening of the
nasal crown (NT—-NT), and nasal loss (NT—T) in a continuous evolutionary process; the semi-
voiceless series (*NTh-) shows a bipolar divergence, either completely losing the nasal-crown
component (NTh—-Th) or fully retaining the original structure (NTh—NTh). The fully voiced se-
ries (*ND-) undergoes devoicing (*ND—-NT) and further differentiation, producing three evolu-
tionary paths parallel to the fully voiceless series: complete retention of the nasal crown
(NT-NT), weakening of the nasal crown (NT—-NT), and loss of the nasal crown (NT-T). Compared
with other subdialects and local dialects under the Xiangxi, Eastern Guizhou, and Sichuan-Gui-
zhou-Yunnan dialects, the evolution of nasal-crown sounds in Diantang Miao is in an intermediate
transitional stage within the system of Miao nasal-crown sound evolution, and its changes are
mainly caused by language contact and language acquisition.
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Table 1. Reflection forms of Ancient Miao Language fully voiceless nasal-coronal stops *NT in Diantang Miao Language
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Table 2. Reflection of the Ancient Miao Language nasal-incised stop series *NTh in Diantang Miao Language
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Table 3. Reflexes of the Ancient Miao Language fully voiced nasal-coronal stop series *ND in Diantang Miao Language
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Table 4. The reflexes of nasalized plosives in Ancient Miao Language across different Miao dialect locations
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Table 5. Evolution types of nasal-stop sounds in Ancient Miao Language across Miao Dialects
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