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Abstract

The modal adverb “Guai bu de” marks the speaker’s cognitive shift from confusion to clarification.
This paper systematically investigates the syntactic, semantic and pragmatic functions of the modal
adverb “Guai bu de”. The findings show that, at the synchronic level, guaibude possesses the seman-
tic features of [+realization] and [+causality], with a flexible syntactic position, and can serve as an
adverbial modifier and an independent constituent. Its pragmatic functions include expressing
subjective modality, realizing discourse cohesion, and performing speech acts. This study helps
deepen the understanding of the Chinese modal adverb “Guai bu de”.
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