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Abstract

Since the Sui and Tang dynasties, the character “ge” has been used as a title and has produced many
variations. Rooted in the ancient Chinese concept of “homogeneity of family and country” and the
patriarchal social structure, as well as the principles of distinction between hierarchy and kinship,
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and the distinction between internal and external interpersonal communication, the kinship term
“ge” in “Dream of the Red Chamber” has been extended to non kinship domains, resulting in multi-
ple variants such as overlapping, adding prefixes and suffixes, and adding personal names. It is used
in situations where older male adolescents are addressed by peers, younger male adolescents are
addressed by elders, and respectful titles are used between masters and servants. The generaliza-
tion of kinship terms such as “brother” reflects the principles of respect and intimacy in interper-
sonal communication, and its rich variations help fill the gaps in social appellations and meet com-
munication needs.
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