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Abstract

This paper focuses on Chinese character “gui” and its related word combinations, using the conceptual
metaphor theory from cognitive linguistics to deeply analyze the metaphorical meanings contained
in “gui” in different contexts and explore how these meanings trigger related target domain semantic
categories. The study results indicate that the character “gui” originally referred to the distance be-
tween components or wheels related to the vehicle, or the ruts. Based on visual track characteristics
and train operation features, “gui” further activates target domains related to thoughts, emotions,
event development states, and life paths.
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