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Abstract
This thesis applies the transitivity scale proposed by Hopper & Thompson (1980) to analyze
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foregrounding and backgrounding in the opening four paragraphs of Chapter One of The Great Gatsby
(32 clauses in total) by F. Scott Fitzgerald. The central hypothesis is that high-transitivity clauses tend
to constitute narrative foregrounding, while low-transitivity clauses tend to constitute backgrounding.
Through clause-by-clause annotation and quantitative analysis of ten grammatico-semantic parame-
ters, the study finds that low-transitivity clauses are overwhelmingly dominant in the corpus, account-
ing for 81.25%, while high-transitivity clauses comprise only 18.75%. The study argues that this distri-
butional pattern construes the narrator Nick Carraway as a reflective, non-agentive cognitive Subject.
The “foregrounding anchors” constituted by high-transitivity clauses are sparsely distributed within
backgrounded information, disrupting the conventional linear narrative chain and thereby revealing
a specific foregrounding-backgrounding configuration pattern characteristic of modernist narration.
The study tries to affirm the analytical validity of the transitivity scale in literary discourse analysis and
offer a replicable procedural model for functional stylistics.
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1. 5|15

F.SAERAHLER) ( T ANEMF KL B A S FIAE UM 2 A/F . BUAHE BT « R
PAHMRR SO BE . BAEVERGR &, OV KIIDOREIEH 2 5 3CE PP U 2 B R (1] 2R, BLA
WF ¢ 2 B v T 2 R DR (B 56 [E AP O 40K B R LR G5 A0 2 10T, R GE DN RETE 5 A X HRUR i vk ik
ITheditl . ATEE RN BERTEON A IR

Hopper & Thompson (1980)$72 t i) S V) P53 M AJIRANE R FEif A, 4 S ik 557 5 SRR /N
A5 - RO ELS S, iR E B SR ieft 7T AR TR2]. ACEAENHZER, X (T
AR L) TFR ATV BLEAT RGN MR RARE S BT, BEREATR - St e
AR EMAURE M AN B, FERT X — 15 T F RIS B SO TR 2 (B X R R .

2. XHERERIAR

1 5 A (foregrounding) B YR H AT RS 220K, A28 KAk (Mukatovsky) T 1932 4K H R Gi4L XS
EE WP “RHMES” (foregrounded deviation). FkJI&E 3N NIZELICHIZ.OET: BBAHEIDRERIE
T TEARMEAGIE 5 I S LU R . R R 415 T =[S HE B AR 2, fahar st
Fe M S RE VE BRI, AN UM SR T AT S BOHELE . TR SCHA[6 ] — 8 5] NAFIIE AR
&, WIERT SR LA L F A NS SO . ARk, AR B (71NN R AL A FE . BIE
/8 5t (figure/ground) N FIZH 2 G218 5 AT SO BB R, =38 [FIAR [FE .

5T s )75 5 (backgrounding), fEA)VEJE AL NE B RS AEE. TR H, HRELR
A0 7] - MR R S5 2 1 VR TE (B /NN 2 I R[] — DRI, B Sl ik F 8 F AL S
BBV G s YL [ 10]MUE 55 Fa T 5 15 sS4k P S E ML nT P FHESE R A, 05 B2 G .

TERFIIREIE T FHERN, KWMER G SCAER Tt 7RIS TH . E2 5. S
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e BV s 7 Gl « BT0) o A A TR A T 2 PNV 12368 i ot i B B e /N
BIGAT, WAIE T RIE R GAE SR A R IR E AT AT 1% . Halliday [13](0RF 038 BH, R s N o it 7%
BIK R/AFTEL FE NI R 2R BB TE AT, M — 25 E 52 G (continium), NEAIE R M- 530S MR E I
T RGHELL,

SR, DA FRAAE—NHERER T H: TR R 2 RET RIS 0RZEHN “Wes” R,
ST NI E TR EEE NS5 S 5% 0K, SIS M EREIENMENRTF - T 50
MR TR S5 b, ZHAMIR E A& ERHANE: & VR E (AP R R A A AT 0
R RIZ 0 FAEE, MEET S AR E(RR. O, a2 RIERE . TRE5TF0
BE, MRE s A EREN S - BRI e, BEr MG B R BR RS2 At nT 58 1k i)
TEIERAE,  HPTYET S 7T A LS E O VAR IR SRR AL AT AT B B . R Tk, AHE SR LD &)
PERELOZOHESE, X (T ARRSERE) JFRETIR - TR, RECEERTEERESER
R Z A R G Rk .

3. ERRIER
3.1. FIRSER

Dooley & Levinsohn [14] (2001: 12) iF 5 D RE M FEX T 50E SON “9 OB RAEEEARELL” ME R,
BUHES) AU AR A TR RO N T« ST B R AR 1 — X3, T AN 3 o =32 S 1 45
7, BCARCER R S AL RS BIPNE S . Grimes [15] (1975: pp. 35-36)i#E— 551128 1 /5 2Kk
HEFEE: A\VEm. s E . FO0R. BET0 . B LRSS, M T ENE R E
B ERENE 7 AR

FERCRE R, SCIE H 0 S I TR HE 2 R S A S B, 83k b tm) T~ Pegife . shfEviad i
R B FNREGE ANYRER S . AR BURE PRI SR F A sy, THIE Bn T AAESE 4k R
SHLSEED. X—ii5 - TRIERIEES L, 152 R ERE UM NEE LR E IS IR,

3.2. RtEER

Hopper & Thompson [2] (1980: p. 252)4& Hi i) Je W)t 8 3% th -+ MEE - 8 XS RILEE 1), TERR—
AR S B R IR IR B4t . HAZ Ol f 2 AR AE oo L iERTa s, e — 12
SHRILERE LS, SREFER P IETR - 5 50 A RGN MR R —— & S/ ) fit 7]
TAERTFIIRE, AP N A T AT R I RE.

Table 1. Clause transitivity scale (Hopper & Thompson, 1980: p. 252)
1. N A8 3R (Hopper & Thompson, 1980: p. 252)

S A i itk
% 5% ¥ & Participants 2 ANJ Ll (A & 0) 1A
M Kinesis i AEBN1E
A& Aspect Bt PN
RIE 4 Punctuality i) ESgsn
R Volitionality = TR
H € M Affirmation HE 5
154 Mode N e[S
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4k
EZFPE Agency ATk e 55
ZHZ R Affectedness of O SEAT SR SR
ZHAMEALFERE Individuation of O EEAMEAL, EAMAAL,

33. R ERSENESKXEXR

Kk e REE TS E5E5 23, {2 Hopper & Thompson A AEWR S B MR H, X+45
BT AR B A S RIRCE M8, TR R — A B OGBRETE - 18 UM% . X — SERIE R A A E
=988

B RS ERE N EH M R . DeLancey [16] (1987)7EX} 1% R M RGP iR I S 8UZ 2B,
fath “Z5FHHE" 5 “RIBME” 2 U8 B LI 0S8, HRE R E T Rt 548
ZH. KB HEZ: —MEREW NS5 E ZEK 1A% #(force dynamics), PAA il E 2 HA HK
EAZAT A, FEPE TSR FR B s — AN MY “AT73) - 2587 &8 (action-result transfer
schema)——3X 1E72& KAPERITE SR A AHEGZ R, “ RIS (BRI vs. 358280 %k S 04 ol R 52 i A B
AERABNZEORYEER . R, £, SO0 (S5EHE. 2R TS E s E 245
(T BT BRI AEL I, A S W s S ) v S e, T AEM LI DA (B S50 30 2 TR UUE

HRRZH BN RGN R HADSHOFABUIST, T A7 7 AT 000 i) A A . il
UK (GEL vsoRTTEE) S R HZFMIERE T L IAAFAERZLIE XOREK: SES A (telic aspect) il 1] T4 i
TR E AR E BE (W “he broke the window” ), TR e 45 1A (atelic aspect) A4 5 52 FAL IR 525
M 5 58 4 AN 2R PR A SE (U “ she was watching the sunset” ). [FFE, “ZIEME” 5 “S5FE%E" 2
AR SRR AEAMEEE LI, KRR AR EE L ERARE R T2 5541, FRIH
i EESRYIFATE NN X EESHLA AR R R MR, RSPk, AR N
ZAZH RN BURE, Bl —M “AREYHEE” (low-transitivity cluster); 2, & &PH:/NIMEiR T+
R OSE PR “m KRR o X A R, IR R E R A AT AT 5 - S A s
EH A

Labov [17] (1972)%F H S AU M FE N 53— A FEEIE 73X — M. floR A P ) “IPmis B ”
(evaluation)——EIRUAF X HAF IS . B S EBE—— P2l e gk, JEsiErEm Mg, 5
KR AR v EVIE . REWE, KA NTEA S A ) S IhRe, AR
G B Z T, HAMERRE M EUN NG EEWEZM . X — KISR0 B B R:
MEELE (T ARKZFRL) FREIMREM NG, o2 E), AMUO2EBRNE s,
FRAURE JE v E TN & TR R .
4. MR
4.1. FARIEIRE

1) £ (T ARMERLY FFRIERT, N A SRR R 2 &It S5 &
e/ B 2IVEFE RN ARHE, FF B BT R T R 55 SR B S 2

2) X - R ENR RAEEEZ I TN UAUR # P 5 A 5 RUR I [A] 1 (K 2 232

3) M ERIEE - AU RECH K, BT 55 SERAURTETE H 1 SEBR 7 1.5 % AR TS A Ao B
)2
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4) ERIEFHRIE (TR SR B SCAE RO AR BUAH AT EEVE . DU SR
SR O ) Z A AE T RO TR 2R 2

4.2. MEEIER

4.2.1. ERHERN

ASCEBIERDY (T AR RLIL) 5B IFR AT B 28 BL18] (Fitzgerald, 1925/2021). FLARVE
A “In my younger and more vulnerable years my father gave me some advice” £ VB KJE “after a cer-
tain point I don't care what it’s founded on”

EBOZER R A = H—, JFRATPYB S 2B 7 AUA JE v % 0N AR A —— S S
AL, WA RE . B ﬁ&ﬁ’]ﬁﬂ, DARRT A S5 R I RF SR 1 SR, R AR A B RUA T A1 5 BUR ALk
IR, H =, ZiBEHCEE (3 32 ANIA)), fE R i gt S8 EBA 2 AR, [
IR AT, T TR A B B S HhR i

4.2.2. BRRE

RS NP R

F—E NPy ARESR L, BN BRE SR B F RS 0 — AN A1)
FEMAL AN WE/ANFICRIE A AMENA]. SRR 73 BeASRAR 32 AN, e C1 &
C32,

B RtERRE. %, S8 Halliday [13)FEFESAINELE, RAEEAN /N IR FE R (MR
OHL, LR, FilE. ATA ﬁ@&ﬁﬁﬁﬁé VER G SRR e SOt R, FLIR, fKEE Hopper &
Thompson [2] (1980) ¥+ AN 2%, B — AW A/ NS S ERBUEEAR). &G, 456 3.3 WHTRK
%ﬁﬂﬁﬁm,%9+ﬁ§ﬁﬁ$%%&%ﬁﬁﬁzf&u?ﬁ@%ﬁﬁi\aﬁﬁ\m$m£vT,
RN = E v S, AR AmAR T e A S o BN R AR T R (F), AR Rt
NEIFRIC R 5 (B).

MR IR SO BEA A 1, R 45 BRI R 3 2:

JA ST

C1: In my younger and more vulnerable years my father gave me some advice/ C2: that I've been
turning over in my mind ever since./ C3: “Whenever you feel like criticizing any one,” /C4: he told
me, / C5: ‘just remember / C6: that all the people in this world haven’t had the advantages/ C7: that
you've had.’|

Figure 1. Opening paragraph of The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (2021 edition, p. 3)

L FERANAE, (TREMZFRL) 2021 i, £33 W, FFKE%

Table 2. Corpus annotation sample for foregrounding & backgrounding under clause transitivity scale

= 2. N RYIMEERKETR - BRUHIEERRERA

é% = o e e =, %%4\ . AY /'?’\’“3
N 5& #hE fhw BN 2R 5 BE EHE 2E AL % P
Qi: l NESM ) = I BN
e LR O SO /% R O ot o B 9 PR
C1: father gave me advice 3 I I = [ = = [ i = = F
C2: I’ve been turning it over 2 mOK O’ o o&m &m &m & q?[; -k K B

s R
¥
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C3: you feel like criticizing any one 2 % & fi%

g
nuf
nuf

flk M & 1M B

o
0
N
o
0
T
o
N
N

C4: he told me 2 =
CS5: remember that... ($718, &
Eif you)

C6: that all the people in this world -
haven’t had the advantages... 2 fic fic fic fi€ fic = fic fix fic fic B

1 ik o 1% flk M M 1M B

)
)
)

C7: You’ve had advantages 2 =

e AN RN N NN S 5 E Y-

2
i
B
B
i
B
2
B
B
-

43. iIRG=E

AR E BT 5@ g & ik ie, BARDRWT.

JE BT K4 Hopper & Thompson (1980)) KEER, X T AR ZE AR ) FRESE —FarPUE
AR 32 AT IEAIARE . AE N B RIZERES T MEE - 1B S ETSHRESER, it
FS /NI R VE A, R E AT R 5 SR8, HREER T m . AR NE A
FRIE SRR - T S BRI B AR R

SEVENT . TERG R ATIEERL |, BB A SRR RERE . 58 MEaE S5
[B) V1 JB S5 DG BTV AR, XA N A RIS A DI RE 0, DAAR s X Be 1B B 4] SE PR 2 5 RUA
O I S AR [R] I ZH 2

wa, SGRE FREGRS MR, MAIGIEDIRE A RGNz T 5 S 18 R & B ARG
O ZEWPMES TRR, FEMMIEERE 2 D) Beff R 7 21 58 REEGHZE ZHEEE .

5. BRI
LRAPNESEREHIE, 32 NN RS TR - B R IAB AR K 3

Table 3. Distribution of transitivity (high/low) & attribution of foregrounding vs. backgrounding
*® 3. RMERENR - ERAEARRIT

/) W AR Bt [HBSA= B
Cl1 father gave me advice [ 5%
C2 I’ve been turning it over fi& B
Cc3 you feel like criticizing & T
c4 he told me = Hif 5t
C5 remember that... i HH
C6 that all the people in this world haven’t had the advantages... fi& B
C7 You’ve had advantages =) (il
C8 He didn’t say any more fi& Hat
C9 We’ve been communicative i GBS
C10 I understood i HH
Cl1 he meant more I st
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i
i

C12 I’'m inclined to reserve judgments 1%

pird
i

C13 habit opened up natures i

prd
bl

Cl4 habit made me victim &

purd
i

C15 abnormal mind is quick 1%

prd
bl

C16 it appears i
C17 it came about L3S

i
i

C18 I was accused i&

purd
i

prd
bl

C19 I was privy &

ST
i

Z
il

C20 confidences were unsought 1%
C21 I have feigned =]
Cc22 I realized 1%

i
i

purd
i

C23 revelation was quivering fi&

prd
bl

C24 revelations are plagiaristic i

i
i

C25 reserving judgments is matter 1%

C26 I am afraid i&

purd
i

Cc27 I forget &

prd
bl

ST
i

Z
il

C28 father suggested/I repeat 1%
C29 I come to admission =

C30 it has a limit 1%

i
i

i

C31 conduct may be founded i HH

C32 I don’t care & R

GtaE R oR: m R NSE 6 I(C1. C4. CT7. Cl1. C21. C29), (L 18.75%; 1R EMtE/INE
26 B, il 81.25%. A5 AIMESE SR, TR SR SE X . DU A=A GEIE R i

5.1. REPHEESEMRENANESAEENR

IS 80% 1/ NEIAR e, HSHIEEW: —25FEIBEZNE AR, EESEOOHE
BORREFEAE) Rk, Freteahm., Rildtt. X— “MRAMMER” ES8ZHEE 80 KL
RF AL IEE LA N A 56 (Senser) B E AR (Carrier), 1M 3AEZNAHIE S & (Agent).

28 Grimes [15] (197511 SR IPIE, X 26 MR ALT G T ARBERER: AWK
F5EIA)(CY “we’ve always been unusually communicative in a dignified way”). #UA#FH HE K E(C12 “I'm in-
clined to reserve all judgments” )« JRPEAT AMEFE(C13 “a habit that has opened up many curious natures to
me”). AFH I (C18 “T was unjustly accused of being a politician”). JEI L4514 (C5 “remember that...not
everyone has had your advantages”) LA S IR 5 4# 5 (C15 “the abnormal mind is quick to detect and attach itself”).
NIRRT FE BRI AR, R UATERS VU B B0R B0 - AR E AR5 I HERE, T /2 AU4A % 1 {5 ¥ (narratorial au-
thority) ] & jﬁ@j o

PL CI12 “I'm inclined to reserve all judgments” A8 7 S5 HEAT VR BE SCAR Mo %/ NAJFE+ TS H L
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MEEN: B—25FA, 1K), FENELRECO I 21 inclined, 1K) R FREEMEAR) H
(R HEM) B HF IR BZFAR) ZFEMEAR) . WKIE 3.3 TS HIL
FEFN], ZOSH——S5FHEA0). IEEIR). HFEEIR)—HEURE, REREESHEEIE
B, ZREHENNEEYE, HEE 5.

MR E, X BERENESGEAETEESE. “be inclined to” FFIEIA C B IBNTE,
M 2 G G — PP RS2 P N En it 1) 5 O B R s —— R X T “uf 47307 Wi, maE “47shAg” .
“reserve” (TREA . Tl AR 52 —ABaS ol 5 54 OB, AR 17 BAR AR YT R, Xk
— R VIR AR T HEIE “alljudgments” SRS AEMALERARIR AR, TEIEVE B ES
ZH. RN IAE, EE L EREERE T — AN ZI B RS FAS T ERIMNEHR LR, X—
VAR E S Booth [1] (1983)MIE 22T i FEER.: Booth #i5 1,  JE 78 AR BUE (rhetorical authority) <
SR AT AN RE SR SL Y, T A I I K W 1Y) 4R 4 B B (suspension of judgment) R SEILK . KV HTTE
IR IX — SO PP AR VA S8 THEZ T : IR O RN, fEA)E R “HUT” TR w
BR84S, A HRUR P B AEEVR A M bl S AL N TS 1K AR S SBMEABR «

5.2. IR RBH S S WER A1 RIE AT

AN BAPERT SEE S(CL. C4y C74 ClLL C21. COULEH M T AEE RERZH, I
AN RS FA . IX— A R T G & 5%F Hopper & Thompson [2] BT i ) 81 8 30 71 5% i 2%
FERMERIWES, (HMIE LCABRIRZMEE, XSS R Sk bR EAERS R 4EE BT T — XRS5

TERFEAJE b, NG Seas vl 2 A A S5 —4H(C1 “gave”. C4 “told”. C7 “had”. Cl11 “meant”){i
R 20F, 4mid it 2 e 5o 4242 H(“in my younger and more vulnerable years™) & 4= i) FAK S A4 ——A2 5B 1
MBS MRS BRI . SRS B RGN B T 2H(C21 “Thave feigned”. C29 “I come back from
the East”) 43 5l 87 F LA 58 B A0 — FROAE RS, 48 I AURE 4 T AT IR 5 BUR N 2 A EA B . X
PRZEL A S AR 8] B IRANESE, TR E “PEMHIZE R 5 “HATRUR I AR [a] =
T, FLER R T I RE BT A 1) “XUE N (A 25t

HEFEIX AT ] JZ T, 18 1a 2 C12 & C28 ZIHHKIA 17 AN AT sty . 3X 17 AS/E)
JUFA 02 OB PR B¢ R R R AR/ NE), i 2 J8 seAERUAR 2 Pt E A R, Hgh S
W ——ENEAE T ik MR a7, WA “ 24N BAT BN, T — A R AR R AU
R EPEREMAT 7 o IR R, EEVE LIRS Tk RS (R R () A, ERURTERA
IS 8] )25 7 2 (8] e U A5 B R T -

Mitchell [19] (2012)7E 4T (G5 K L0 IBORE (M Z5H R F8 H, J8 e AR AR =& —Fh “ R0 R0R 7
(simultaneous narration) SIEZAUR KRG 14, SURHE RNy EE “dEZFHNEHHE” 5 “ U T RR
wE” WA LT R R I — B A W A O AT B TR R A IR E B A = AL
W RS S TR YRGS 25 vs IRAE), 5 REARLITETS S/ a) i i) e B rh By, RI7E TS
EIZHSEEL T B RE” g X —iBENLEI R, BN Mitchell A2 iR M 718 5 %
SRR SRUESCHE, WUl DIRETE 5 0 i 5 A 22 VP 2 T E AT ELAME B RS /T .

5.3. BRMMERTRERBICATIEE: Bl C21 AR

ANANETHCES S, €21 “I have feigned sleep, preoccupation, or a hostile levity ” 218 X _FHAE . X
FRORBANF B
C21 MBHMEW T : NS 5FHA 5 sleep/preoccupation/levity, ). SNEME(feign %= SLiti )
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178, &) FTEEROET RS, midCLImAT R, &) BN RS, WK, (B 245D, &
BYEGEGEARE, &) HEG) WERESE). mHEEERGE) XFEEEZEWHGE) ZF MR
( “sleep, preoccupation, or a hostile levity” BARFIZE, ). LREZ OGS, BARAE Nm e, HE
AT 5t o

SR, X — o SR AT B /AN RIHETE L E A WEERZ IR Y. “feign” (%)=& — N IoAT Nahid
(meta-behavioral verb)——"& Tt ¥y, =X 5 —MAT NECRES RSB, MAEESATAMKE. 5
Z, C21 WM “1730” , HHERRERHIE —F “DMT7307 8 “AEY” PR (sleep =
HE# |, preoccupation= DATER;, hostile levity = WEBLIIARTE). i AVERITEIEAMRAER, &— A
7 EAR AR SRS 18 LN o X — i SVEAT SR S5 TAR SRS R 254, A8 SOH = T
AT RBETKIBIROR : SR T AEBLALAEAS I “ 4737 1, (HARAT SR H I, 20 T IEE A AN RIER S B,
DAES I “AVPH” ISR E LA .

Xk - e, 530 SR B R R A% L P E A G . Booth [1] (1983)% )8
SLALIE N “HB 5 FTAE” (partly reliable) FRUAR #, AT SE M @ 7 AR TE AR ARURME T ARAT Si&E 2 B C21
BB v “TEERURME” BONANE RIEVER Z: A CLs KRS AT N, EEEE T H O AR
S, TR T —MFER . HXARARSR A ERER —RE DB, (HIRIEFA L
PRI XM I H R F R B S AS AT S T SR, TRl i e W M I v VR TG A SO 25 4 45 DA
SEIRH o

5.4. SR ESCCFRITAIXTE

R FINE T H R GEA (TR SCHLTE R T 2 HERiER R, WA EIE, 78
AHNF, LRSI R 7 3200 2 T kAR

TERURE AT FEVE M @ E . 4B 708 Booth [ 1 LR Wi T8 5 22 & IES . Booth (1983)
fath, JeTERIAUR P FEVE R —Fh AR, T AERUE N A A S B VRS . A SO RS R B,
X RS RE A LR 2 T AT H R G SEIIMLE] . 81.25% MK A Mk LU A 45 ¥ 45 8 v Fr e g 4
BH SIS, MAEEFRIAN NG ZEAEE LR AT, IERILRUR T & 15 LGERR B IR 58 4
AW AR, #F 2, JBFR) “ATEEME” IRk B AU A4, TRk BARETEVE B A4
—— RN S, EHAURIES M E TR O RO ] PES 5 R ERAE.

TEIAR ZE SURCR I AR PERRAE 1) 8 o AR 5 MIEVE S HUZ TH N RE S IR R PR AL T ROW S 4%
WA HEVE(D Mitchell [19], 2012)2 NS5 EE@Z HGER 7 ARKER L) SRS AR,
{RIX I WA A A5 B AE B A R AT 2 1 o AR SRR IX —HRAEVE SE BN GO0 ) RITE S B E : &
SR S S AR A (1 18.75%) RS FAFREMIRREAT R, MR S SN IR B = S
(81.25%) W IR ZE RUR EAEFAF 2 MR I T OB ERPRESH S 5UPNME B XPHER 2 « 4k
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