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Abstract

The “cloud X” construction originated in the field of information technology and rapidly spread to all
areas of daily life. Its formation results from the interplay of cognitive metaphor, memetic replication,
analogical mechanisms, and the principle of linguistic economy. Adopting the perspectives of Con-
struction Grammar and Cognitive Linguistics, this paper systematically investigates the semantic prop-
erties, formal configurations, and pragmatic features of “cloud X” and situates the quasi-affixal evolu-
tion of “cloud” within the grammaticalization continuum. The findings reveal that: (1) Metaphorical
mapping is the core driving force behind the semantic generation of “cloud X", with features of the
source domain “cloud”—such as its distributed nature, virtuality, and large scale—being selectively
projected onto the target domain of network services. (2) Memetic transmission and analogical drive
enable the construction to expand rapidly from the technical domain into the everyday domain, with
disyllabic “X” serving as the dominant syllabic pattern. (3) “Cloud” has already acquired the typical
characteristics of a quasi-prefix, but its semantic bleaching is not yet complete; it is in the process of
grammaticalization along the path “full morpheme > quasi-affix”. (4) In the pragmatic dimension, the
distribution of “cloud X” displays a strong reliance on online contexts,an informal and emotionally
expressive style, and an imbalance in the degree of lexicalization among its members. The paper also
compares the structural and functional differences between “cloud X” and “cloud-on X” (yun shang X),
revealing the competitive and complementary relationships between similar constructions. This dis-
cussion helps deepen the understanding of the evolutionary patterns of emerging word families in
contemporary Chinese and provides a case reference for integrating construction grammar theory
with internet language research.
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1. 5l

H 2006 £ “ =15 (cloud computing)Bi 2 th LR, L “z= X7 AR KB A DS R
Do WEHIR) “BAEfE” “m P87 “mRE”, BaRN “mhea” “mRE” , ARIERIN “=
T CmmE” “mHE, ZRC RS, Oy I A E GE S IERTE SR . A
MR ZMAERET S WILEMERNE “= X7 FRIESRA, WaiEBQ2014) [115 “=7 BF OB
NFEFRIEIRI, WhSCR(2015) 55 A S AT I /R Y, A W1(2015) [2]1#87n e 5T 5L, TR 1% )
Kk UTEEk, AT RIE “= X7 MU, e, fhEfi2019) (3 ATEEML A i T
“7 EARIE I REE SCRFIE, B R RGEHE HAREMREE ; J7 H(2022)%F W4 265 % 4 2 i FH Zh RE At
T, BRE “m X7 BTERNELEG PR, EAT7(2021) [4]10HE 7 BUEIRS K FIENRE, N
AP T EES, HEX BT AR PEONRENG . SAMNE, ARSI EENEAL: 2
X X7 TERETRZ AR R 2 Qe ERIE SR Z B S0 br: Xt “= 7 BIRIA SRR s/
PACESGIRHEEN; =25 “m b X7 MM LB S AT a0 D28 2 1 0 BN
T, RAEFRD R LR A 2 O BB .
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ASCAER) 2 EVE(Goldberg, 2006) [5]5 A KIBE M 18 (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980) [6]HIHELE T, Zi&izH
RS E SR, 2007) [7IREEAL PR ET, 2020) 8], K “= X7 M —ALEAEHR, REGHE
TP AL EVERFIE S8 RN . R =R H CCL WEARNE . BCC B RHE « 8 K8 8 Wk 75 2R A6
R, o EAR LA Microsoft 48 RAIR Gt -

2. “BX” MRAHFRESENFHE

“m X7 RAWMEI R 5ARN X7 AR E AP, B A RE e A AL 7>
BT, WA S TR 7 B R SR BB IR SRR X R A%
MPIRFE SRR KRG, “z X7 WRIEEN “Bi R o Z—9 AP “2” & T cloud com-
puting " TR, 5 R 7 1A 55 45 A FS ) 0 A 2T T S BRI U AR 22 T B = [, AATATRT A= e [+ LK
Hﬂwﬁﬂ[\ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂm£&u FOCRHIE. BEJE, B “m 57 RN “TAET s
R Cmpg” A, YEOFREIE T EIRE R, TR CA R, [(HEEAL), (R DY 3 S R
LERE PG

BB RE TE 9,  “m X7 B0 BRI B H W W SCRHME W TR BHEE A A
S, SRR . filn.

(1) E44, KRB ZH 5 L di L K, A BAT ARANGZER EL#ANFHH = LA F R FEKR
(& 2015456 A2 1)

(2) BHIBAN, AETLINKRANES, RTRL S50 Tk, AER—HAEG EIMER"T
(RURAH )

() HMA LT AR, HHGEFH R LRE. (B4 8 R 2023-01-25)

BIQ), Gy “Zhk” “REE SUREBEAE L BAGRFENS SRR,
“Z7 AERTLORE BN, MEIRE R [k (R R X e SUR ARG
MR 0O, APDEL S MBI B, B LR

3. B E BN AER S B ISR

X7 AU ARG AR L A DAY 0 A A AL H AR A R R L B 55 (2001)
(O], B XS LLR GOV, RRIE UM T ATUAEDT sGR I A — s A 1, HER
BORFIERE SN AL . AR WAL IKMBIEE . X—RWiER T “= X7 BRmEiafEm
WIZHUH: BRZ “B7 M TR AR AMSRAE, RN ERNEF TR T, #o%
MERE SR, o 5 R A 9 I 2% IR S5 IR S AHE L

MNFIEAERI AR, CAHPTFANSEY 2015) 838 & EMmEER, H2FHEARED JIEE, K
IRABINT BN R FAE 53R G L. AT, I “=7 VAR P R SR, K
G R&ZHLIENE; (BAEMG R AR, R 5 BRI RE R K= 3R & RS I 5, HoRTeok
JE LA ] o 3K ol A AR S AR ) g T S 7 P 20 0 2 R ORIk, AT £E £ B DA S 42
DREERIEI, G H 2 PURBOIT LS I SR o PR DY AN B2 BAR 5 50X — WU 1 72 .

3.1. WENEMS: AKEERISHRER

BHIRF R, =B BT RN KR S UK KRR I, 25 N ABS R AL a2 . 1X— “K
ﬂ&%ﬁ”m%%ﬁﬂﬁiﬁmﬁ*ﬁ,ﬁﬁ?“ﬁﬁﬁ”m&u%%:“g”hﬁmﬁ$LﬁAW%
ey AT SRR, EATPMER SR RMITHE SR YTttt “=7 R 1O B AR SR ) 1R
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PR, BETRAL — A B SHER & 5 S M. X — MM s “ 277 “s8llEE” SR
T, AR S “m X7 TR A SRR T A )

3.2. BN SSRGS : NAEBRURBIE KRS

TR IR EE R X A B L 1 5 A AN IE I, AT BRI LA G B » TCIIF 5% A R A8
U, mBIA S AT REEiash. RSB . X E AR AL P F W 2 0 26 e 553 it
A S AR 2 2R e AL BRI AR 5 A7 A A B T JE o, PP A Al e A v 1 BV RT 4% 5 1 P AR 55
PRGN FRG BRIR Ve R e . IS5 B, WS = RIS R. ik, “=
N7 CRURE” FERIEAMMUERE “KEII” , BERETRSES G&EYPBAT AR

3.3. AEMSERMEMRG: NXZIREEIMBIRLE

SAERT RIS . LSRRI A e, 2B B RIS K. X B
WA M ZR AT, TR TR RSS P St 5 LR HOE PR & 3R0E . “ v B G I Eg BT & L
TS R A RIS RS RE B A NG RIS, P i B AT AT N . X T
“TAEALE” HIMRST IS, WL T “i - W - =7 RRENESR. ‘w87 “mM%T EiETER
B, A — A0 B AR R 2 T B

3.4. BLIMSTTREMBRGT: WBLIRER EMELE

AL TN TEATCH, HAANKERIARM ., B2 SEBERA R, XMIPAR U 2 H bRk,
T T “m7 BRSNS L. EEOREL,  “RiE” “ IR SERIATE R MR e 4
BomE A SR R RE i #e .  “n” BB R BN, X BAVERE Ay — M E S 5
AR S W “BFRM7 “mE” T w7, Bibis TAT AR B Rk, SCE S H —H
AFAALT B (6] o BRI D RIETETT 30 “ =7 Bt [+ RE SR ] [+ 7T REPEILEA [F) T 358 Hh TR AT 6
VR R SR

35. IFESERENERKNERENES

—AMERRN AT A B YIS BRI B AR TE A F—, A I ZE RIS T A B T Ry 1) AE K
K. AN “m7 B WAE] [HEAARYEISERE, T AREIER “=7 EIRE S EERIC -]
D] [ EARME] . RIE R, XX EIEAZ OB IR T S (HAE 3 — 2B RN AR, I3 R AR LTIk
BT ([N YE] [HEAGE] [+IR U S e B R, AR B I AR TP O O, O B PRIEIE SIS
FERCT o BN U 35 S5 B SCRZR R R RIS UL AR 5, Tta a2 R E AR RAE B AR D e 75 5K
AT SIS o X PRECE RIS H bRt [ Qs 7 —F “RUmaAEeL” msk I8 R, s “=7 N
FLRYD GBI 26 IR 55 MR 56, R 5 A8 Xz A 5 28R 2840 BE 58 1IN SN2 Al

HhEFEE, “cloud computing” FHHJZEIE “cloud” FIFEIE T Ramr g, (HR&0E 5 RAEHFHE S
S HEE R il “cloud” FEFSMY B AR K AETERAEAR, A WAL =, # ¢
AP IEDOF IR S (B8 9 W)Y, AA “cloud” WIHE A IS ELIC T 1) RS A N 4 s CRTAR
COBUILD =R o&if 2= 2] 17 88) (55 8 fiR)2IHE “cloud-based” VAR L, Fon “HTmHAK” .
AW, B “cloud” WAL RLEZTE AT, SOORE T [+ E B ] [+ R fAA] (0] Uy )15 58 SURAIE, R

'https:/baike.baidu.com/item/%E7%89%9B%E6%B4%A 5%E9%AB%98%E9%98%B6%E8%8B%B 1 %E6%B1%89%E5%8F%8C%E8%
AT7%A3%E8%AF%8DY%ES5%85%B8%EFY%BC%88%E7%AC%AC%E4%B9%9D%E7%89%88%EF%BC%89/57699719?fr=aladdin
*https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english
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TR R R Rl bRid . BRI 1 pis.

X —ZE AR T DS 5 AR 5. DUBJRILTE, =athsg, FRE G RaeIMEEN
IS RAEE SRS B E A, MIME L “SHER-FKWE” riEEiER. SENAREES,
FRRGRIE, WAL FIEW: HRSHA FARI A R RIE 0 HOeiEIm g AR K
HN BE A 1 BT B A R 4 B PL (B a0 AN “information” o BT HY “info-” . 31 A4 i
“infosheet” “infopack” £&Hia]). VLIRS ) = B R S AE T B9 SGZ 82 A0S DO BE [ AL T A
AR . R, FERHLEIEREDS “Z=7 “cloud” ZFHEINAIRE A, HIGE “B7 fERmAMNES M T
KRB AR, A NNEZ, TRREE - ERRR “= X7 M. XXM i
BUE ATAERPA ISR, 55 S5 RRNoE 1R e RATEESEOUT A, —ERARE T ‘5 X7 £
PO AR Ry T 35
Table 1. Characteristics of affixes in English grammar
= 1. EEEPIRAEN S
HI— JUE PR R ERBMIEN, AREMALAEM .

R~ P RS ON 2 O] UM AN SRS, e G800 1 B SO JEal Rl i, ] SRR R A K
YRR “HrEC” (BT AT, mUR IS ML — R T R R e AR T By, AR

RU= BEHEIN R X — B SRR AL . Bl A1 “information” (fg 2)FHTH “info-” ({5 E)4
TERFT, MWEHVFZ A, 4 “infosheet” (fF B H K.  “infopack” ({5 EE)%. )

=N TR A R T AT At S BRI H LA AR D%, BN “access” .

4. “B” MEWBHS “T X" BIBEFHE
4.1. “B” gAML

EUBGM(1979) [101F8 H, PUEBEHA —FKIBR “EAZ VUG RIRE/ES, RiMcEELAIL” , B
VY RARSEAEAL, HRRRR “FEA%T . DPHR(1995) [11]HE— 25 X 4y LIRS 52K A I 2 e BLIAISE
SCREAR HL4 500 AN B 26971 28 7 SURIO SEAE B 2, FEJE A SCI AT DARAA], JRZAE I SRS A A i 2%
FHIE RL(2011) [12] 3R 825 3 K08 SCIZILBE I T . #5502 1) — 4R 1, e Al R 5 4 % 8
VESCEBIRE ., A MRS S AR . UARHER L “ 57

() WM. “=7 CBE “hKi. vKERERRI AR & L, RonFET EEM K ER
e, HMEES “m7 MXIREmMBAE, R4k,

(i) AL E. FERMARS, “Z7 REiE, Ml “s X7 B3R, FREE(“X &7 NEeh
R, BN WX );

(iii) FE/~VEIR. ATIETCRORY Y R B, BE . BT, RS2 S,

(iv) KPR S, 7 “ZHA7 “TZA%” Siatd, “77 FE R “X” My,

WHATLLHE, “m” CEEAN “SHER>LKIAR 7 MEEL R (cline), J& ML 10258 2 Gk
2010) [13], {H AR HE AL AN E7 453X — FIIT S0 . PhE S (2019) ML s 2 A — 50, (A AbATAR
¥ w7 BFERGESSG R E, AU BB T HAAE “IER 5 KRS 2Rt
WL

FEPU0E LR B S R X R B cloud JCIRAE R4 IRIE R A, #R A S KR 4 T
fe, TBGE “Z7 AN GRS, BRI R 0437 B0, AR FRICEE . XX
VLU PUEAEVEL T DAES D T A4, B Ag3: - #3730 15 LLSE B
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4.2. T “X” PEPBERRSAE
“mX” XY BETRBSA NG 2 P,

Table 2. The distribution of syllable counts for the variable “X” in “Yun X”
F2. ‘T X’ PFEM X HETHHESH

X HEH BliA) i
LN =t =M B B mK 25 12%
B nUEL B ZRE Zhe. BiES 21 78%
EATRT ZEBE. SRS R SEAREE. SRt 21 10%

W RS, XS IAPOERNCE A R & BE T X7 #ENZR R 2 2 &1
5 SO R, 52 BERAR; 2 &1 “X7 BTN, (HA2E s 2y, ge Phkas. thsh, “X”
(R 2R A N iR, sk, RS . KT aiEtt “X” ARG AT N, AT
TERFE MBS, 5 “= X7 W DUIGES 78 98 sy, Bl “BATREZRE T “HSRIR=H
AT 7 CEAEMIREER? 7 . EHESEAEE TR RIIS, EEMIETR . PSS
SR HNME SR, MR R VLTI RE Y R Rk, ASCRAEHERR: “m X7 EER4H
PR SY, (EAEREE TESE AT I I A O], IR A BT 2R R . X W S R 25 (2013) [14]
R R R R AH IR, BRI R 2O B AT REXT AT “ X7 IR T e A — e i, E fi] 77 B i A
R e o

4.3. “ﬁ X” 5 “_E_-J: X” H"J%Wﬁtb

LR, “m b X7 AN FEDSGEFR BRI, =3 B SR A DA

gty L, “m X7 O RIS + WY, “m X7 W0y “Ea4iE + R, “mh B
R BBME. B L, ‘S B X7 2OANE(a ERE. 2 B, B TR 15 R,
“mb X7 RMT “AEmim L7 AR, NS R RSB AT R BRI A R, i B
SHA” g AL, “mbBRET “m bEEIRe” SRAEE R ER S EXER, El
TEAES, m “x X7 WERadk. Hifte. “HIF AR R, MEAERETA. HREEM
FEGNE LRI AN, ARBL 1A UM% i) 38 5 5 3 A7 AL o

5. “& X” HIERFHE
51. ABEASHAYESALCHEEER

“o X7 MR BEEA SR, BRI ZE RS R SRR E . @ 2024 4 2
Microsoft I RARIFELGE T, “ B RN” “BUHR” SmPia RER T TIAB T /1250 M “ &
R (£ 92 Jigk)s “m@U” (£ 53 JiZ0) WKW BRI B0 R ER In PEAE QDR , REEE R
ML T X “m X7 WHEAAAERNCALEESE S — i i FE A BER AR, 5 —u 2 —
DAEIE VBT, 28O G AR AR P IR o IR AN T2 B Y R R P I 2, ] “ =
X" H AT SRR 1 R 58 48 R b B

5.2. BRARBHEEAESHERREECR
RTAERREA, AT UMM FFE R B, 2% BTz SR AR TR KU . “ 2z X7
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W EEE I SO S, R, MRS BT 6, SR TR BuS A )
A ZMAFERTIARENX, ARG AR B iES T, W CmIRT ARERE CER
SEPRERFHEE S WA RAF RS " I BR 02, “anai” MaA “ ReeEcE2s 7 1 E Rk,
R RO IR KR, AMUEEBEE, EREM M A HUE. BRI ETE R, BN TE
THE T DIRE . DHIE R ERR . IEXERIEG “SHA7 “mRE” IR EiEEEE,
ASRADRIE . WO “nWR” R ENSEAE T AR AR, X5 T5HE2022) % M 25 # 2
TEI L B A] —E

MBS ARG, “m X7 EEER T, 5. #5. MERIZERLHIET 6, EESHRT
JEHREARTER 5> B X BRI S R BT R BUERIE “ = X7 1@ 0 R (L 3), AT
LUK I

Table 3. Comparison of the number of occurrences of some “X z (X yun)” on Sina News Channel and Sina Weibo

F 3. B0 X &7 ERURITENE RAUR IS T LI F R

=X PrREE PR E
mE 297 1
PAAYN 238 1
PRI 401 1
P 330 0
BREK 413 1
=H 208 1
= HIA 667 7

T RO M R TR 2R, R 5 X7 MR DA B R R AR 2 T D MO R R
FEREHFAG “ZHA7 “Zs” )OI AR EEREE, M ameARIE. EMEORM “Z8
B S EGRET SMEAEETETRER. T, “Z% X7 HREE RN AMUE TSR gy,
ETREFMARE, SIS, & D — R & A BRI RERE & 8.

6. &5i8

ARSI RAEE RN FNE S ZR AR, 3 “= X7 IR L SRERAT T 2 HEER. “B X7
(1A i ARG P W g N i, DA DR S SR AN SRHE AR, IR 3215 5 2 57 I K 3K 8l s AEEEA IR T
“B7 IELPI MR FRATR WA, W “X” PIXE AT, AAThREMERRIE N FE%RFE
BN AR A, JFS “m b X7 MEORREANE S EEMRE, Y X7 2L A
AT B 1) R 2 AR IR RS H A B O R R R . EIRER IR 1 9 AADUEHNA
TR MBI ) H 8 G HURZ U, R 1 R AR AR AR I 2% 18 5 BB b B 1

SEEERT SO, AT TR R BRI 25—, SRR o B WS AL 2 21 i A8 i PR S
ZRPEREG R, TRAL TR SCERMLEIRIIAIR 36, ARSI QO2DISKHESCHENER T, K “=”
FEHEE AL TIEE S G RS B B TrAh T DMERFUE BRI AR SB=, @ “& X7 § “Bh
X" IR EE, 7R TR T SE S TANG &R B 00, XHE IR VE PRI TE S AT 5 1 5 TR e 1R 4
i, T AR BLR L BEHERT .

AR AR “2 X7 SR “X =27 0 “BdEs” “HRT 7 KRR, [EHEEL
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il “z X7 I EAEOERIEAY,  DARE IS S IS AR R SR N 4 S AR . S B T T 4 A SIS
FIRIERLZE SRS (AL S M, 3t — AR A A DOETEE R ERE ), S HAE BRI X 1)

R 5iEE.

BE K
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2] BEM. NOAEIAE DT = i A T, Bl ImvE#Be 24k, 2015, 31(8): 37-40.

[3] feHTkE, FhEM. “= BT EIE M B EI]. 1 ICAT, 2019, 39(5): 104-110.

[4] FEFH . DUBZEEHHE bR SIESAGFER )], tHANUEHEE, 2021, 35(4): 435-448.
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[6] Lakoff, G. and Johnson, M. (1980) Metaphors We Live by. University of Chicago Press.
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