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Abstract

Kunshan is located in the waterway network region of Jiangnan and has a history of administrative
establishment spanning over 2200 years since the founding of Lou County during the Qin Dynasty.
Its township and village place names are numerous and typologically diverse, encompassing not
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only a system of water feature generics such as pu (creeks), jing (rivulets), tang (ponds), and bang
(brooks), but also various other types including surname-based toponyms and refined appellations.
Existing research has largely concentrated on verifying the historical evolution of Kunshan’s
county-level name, while systematic analyses of grassroots place names remain conspicuously ab-
sent. This paper takes the township and village place names of Kunshan City as its object of study
and constructs a three-dimensional analytical framework of “geography-humanities-development”:
the geographic dimension examines the spatial logic of water feature generics and landform-based
naming; the humanistic dimension analyzes the naming mechanisms of surname-based settlements
and institutional remnants; and the developmental dimension reveals the linguistic strategies and
psychological motivations underlying the evolution of name refinement. By employing a combina-
tion of documentary research and case analysis methods, this paper uncovers the intrinsic patterns
governing the naming of river-related place names in Kunshan, thereby offering a reference path-
way for the study of place names in the Jiangnan water town region.
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