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Abstract

The Jinzhong dialect belongs to the Bingzhou sub-group of the Jin dialect family, and its word redupli-
cation phenomena exhibit distinctive regional characteristics. This paper takes the Shouyang dialect
as arepresentative case and systematically examines the reduplication forms, grammatical meanings,
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and syntactic functions of classifiers, verbs, nouns, and adjectives. The study finds that the “yi + AA”
pattern of classifier reduplication in the Shouyang dialect is ambiguous and requires the adverb
dou (‘all’) to express a distributive meaning. Verb reduplication inherently implies a brief or small
quantity, with adverbial modifiers such as shao (‘a little’) serving to reinforce this meaning. Noun
reduplication is extremely rich but mainly belongs to derivational reduplication at the word-for-
mation level, expressing neither endearment nor diminutive meaning. Monosyllabic adjective redu-
plication, contrary to Mandarin, weakens the degree of intensity. Compared with Mandarin, Shouyang
dialect reduplication generally does not express small quantity, a feature that holds typological
value within the Jin dialect group.
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