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Abstract

In response to the lack of systematic analysis on the types and cognitive mechanisms of metaphors
in idioms containing the character “rabbit”, this paper focuses on 46 “rabbit” idioms as research
subjects. Using literature review, functional analysis, it examines their metaphorical types and op-
erational mechanisms from the perspective of cognitive linguistics. The study finds that the meta-
phorical meanings of “rabbit” idioms encompass both positive and negative evaluations, with an
overall predominance of positive meanings. These metaphors can be mapped onto multiple target
domains, including the human body, time, environment, psychology, and events. Their operational
mechanisms revolve around cross-domain mapping, similarity-based association, and cognitive
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context. This study aims to provide corpus support for the diachronic study of animal metaphors in
Chinese.
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