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Abstract

This study focuses on the acquisition difficulties of the classifier “ge” in teaching Chinese as a second
language (TCSL). Based on corpus data from elementary, intermediate, and advanced Chinese profi-
ciency learners in the Global Chinese Interlanguage Corpus, this paper adopts quantitative error
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analysis methods to systematically investigate the usage characteristics and error patterns of the clas-
sifier “ge” among learners at different proficiency levels. The findings reveal that the error rate of the
classifier “ge” exhibits a non-linear pattern with the improvement of Chinese proficiency, showing an
overall U-shaped distribution characterized by high error rates at both ends and low rates in the mid-
dle. Based on these findings, this paper proposes suggestions for graded teaching: at the elementary
stage, establishing conceptual schemata of classifiers centered on “ge”; at the intermediate stage, sys-
tematically expanding the classifier network and consolidating rules; and at the advanced stage, pre-
cisely distinguishing synonymous classifiers to achieve appropriate output. This research provides
pedagogical implications for the teaching of Chinese classifiers in second language education.
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Figure 1. Distribution of errors involving the measure word “ge” across different HSK levels
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Figure 2. Distribution of errors involving the measure word “ge” across different levels of Chinese proficiency
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