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Abstract

With the continuous expansion of global demand for Chinese learning, an increasing number of Thai
students choose to study in China or learn Chinese in their home country. As the unique writing
system of the Chinese language, Chinese characters feature intricate structures and a large number
of similar-looking characters, which stand out as a major difficulty for Thai international students
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in their Chinese acquisition. Influenced by the alphabetic writing system of Thai, some Thai learners
tend to have visual confusion, misrecognition and misuse when distinguishing similar-looking char-
acters, which to a certain extent reduces their efficiency of learning Chinese characters and restricts
the improvement of their comprehensive Chinese proficiency. Taking Thai international students
in China as the research subjects, this study adopts relevant theories of second language acquisition.
Based on classroom observation and analysis of learners’ written work, it systematically sorts out
various errors in their recognition of similar-looking characters. This paper further explores the
underlying causes of such errors from multiple perspectives, including the inherent characteristics
of Chinese characters, negative transfer of their mother tongue, learners’ cognitive patterns, learn-
ing attitudes and practical teaching conditions, and finally puts forward corresponding teaching
strategies.
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