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Abstract

As a comedic genre thatrelies primarily on language as its core means of expression, stand-up comedy
derives its humorous effects to a considerable extent from the ingenious deployment of lexical items.
Drawing upon data from Rock & Roast, this study adopts a lexico-semantic perspective to systemati-
cally examine the typological features, generative mechanisms, and social functions of connotative
meaning in stand-up comedy discourse, with the aim of addressing the lacuna in existing research that
has hitherto neglected to approach stand-up comedy through the lens of connotative meaning as a
core concept in lexical semantics. The study first reviews the definitions, characteristics, and compre-
hension mechanisms of connotative meaning, and surveys existing scholarship on humorous dis-
course and stand-up comedy research. On this basis, three interrelated research questions are formu-
lated: What are the principal types of connotative meaning manifested in stand-up comedy? How is
connotative meaning generated and comprehended? What sociocultural functions do the generation
and dissemination of connotative meaning serve? The findings indicate that high-frequency lexical
items in Rock & Roast cluster predominantly around the domains of daily life and consumption, the
workplace, and psychological states. Performers activate connotative meaning through three princi-
pal strategies: semantic reversal, analogical projection, and contextual enrichment. Semantic reversal
subverts the audience’s semantic expectations, imbuing lexical items with ironic connotations; ana-
logical projection transposes concepts from one domain to another, thereby conferring novel associ-
ative meanings upon the target lexical items; and contextual enrichment enables ordinary lexical
items to bear entirely new connotative meanings through the construction of specific narrative con-
texts. The common feature of these strategies lies in the creation of cognitive dissonance through the
gap between denotative and connotative meanings, with humor generated in the process of disso-
nance resolution. Further analysis reveals that the creative deployment of connotative meaning in
stand-up comedy transcends mere entertainment value and possesses certain observational func-
tions regarding society. It deconstructs social commonplaces such as the sanctity of marriage and the
inevitability of growing up, exposes the deep penetration of consumerism into everyday life, and
guides audiences to reflect upon social realities through comedic rather than didactic means. This
“laughter-first, reflection-after” reception mechanism renders stand-up comedy a discursive practice
that can be widely accepted. This study extends the application of connotative meaning theory to
emerging discourse types, offers a reference for analyzing humor generation mechanisms from the
micro-level perspective of lexical items, and holds certain referential significance for stand-up com-
edy writing practice.
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