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Abstract

Based on a cognitive perspective, this paper explores the expression of subjective quantity conveyed
by “jiu” and argues that “jiu” is not merely a marker of subjective small quantity, but rather a marker
of subjective quantity in general, capable of denoting both subjective large quantity and subjective
small quantity. Through analysis, the paper identifies the conditions under which “jiu” expresses
subjective small quantity versus subjective large quantity. It further proposes that for specific ac-
tions, a cognitive model of the relevant quantity category can be constructed to determine the mag-
nitude of the subjective quantity.
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