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Abstract

This paper explores the concept of “ritual” in Confucian thought and its manifestation and applica-
tion in Korean-Chinese polite language. Through literature analysis and comparative research, it
reveals the profound influence of the “ritual” culture on the polite language systems of Chinese and
Korean. Although both Chinese and Korean polite languages are rooted in the Confucian “ritual”
thought, there are significant differences in specific expression forms, usage rules, and social func-
tions. The Chinese polite language is relatively simplified but still retains the concept of hierarchy,
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while the Korean polite language system is more complex and institutionalized. These differences
reflect the adaptive evolution of the “ritual” culture in different social and cultural backgrounds.
This study provides a new perspective for cross-cultural communication.
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