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Abstract

Gaoyou, a county-level city administered by Yangzhou City in Jiangsu Province, is located in central
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Jiangsu along the western bank of the Lixia River. The Gaoyou dialect belongs to the Hongchao sub-
group of Jianghuai Mandarin. This dialect contains several common degree adverbs such as “hen”
(very) and “man” (rather). This paper selects these adverbs as research subjects and analyzes them
from semantic, grammatical, and pragmatic perspectives using empirical data. A comparative study
conducted through synchronic and cross-dialect analyses reveals that the degree levels of these ad-

“y=n

verbs follow the order “xi” > “hen” > “man”, with significant differences in grammatical collocations
and pragmatic functions, reflecting distinctive regional grammatical characteristics.
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Table 1. Comparative analysis of the three terms “hen” “man” and “xi” simultaneously
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Table 2. Cross-dialect investigation results of the words “hen” “man” and “xi” in Mandarin-speaking dialect regions
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