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Abstract

This study aims to systematically investigate the cognitive construction of wandering (piaobé) meta-
phors in Li Qingzhao’s later poetry and to uncover the cultural-cognitive roots underlying these meta-
phorical choices in the aftermath of the fall of the Northern Song Dynasty. Guided by Conceptual Meta-
phor Theory, this research selects 16 poems as the corpus and employs a revised version of the Meta-
phor Identification Procedure (MIP) for systematic metaphor identification. A total of 56 metaphorical
expressions are identified and categorized into seven major source domains: spatial confinement and
distance, the withering of natural life, fluids and perception, containers and voids, personification,
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physical forces, and cultural symbols. The findings reveal that the wandering metaphors in Li
Qingzhao’s works are profoundly rooted in the traditional Chinese philosophy of the unity of man and
nature, the value system centered on the identification of home with state, and the poetic tradition of
expressing aspirations through objects. This study demonstrates that Conceptual Metaphor Theory,
when combined with cultural cognitive analysis and MIP, provides an effective framework for the cog-
nitive interpretation of classical Chinese poetry, illuminating how embodied experience and cultural
context jointly shape human thought and emotional expression.
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Table 1. The source domain distribution of wandering metaphors
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