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Abstract

Under syntactic-semantic constraints and the premise of shared assumptions between interlocu-
tors, the construction “Beware I VP” conveys the meaning that the speaker warns the listener to
cease inappropriate behavior through a threatening action denoted by VP. Based on construction
grammar theory and combining synchronic analysis with diachronic investigation, this study re-
veals that the construction exhibits features such as fixed subject, punitive verb phrase, and strong
tone. Pragmatically, it manifests in three types: verbal warning, behavioral intimidation, and teas-
ing threat. The conventionalization of its warning meaning results from contextual suppression,
metaphorical extension, and solidification through pragmatic inference.
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