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Abstract

“Shun” and “Ni” present multi-dimensional asymmetry in the language system. At the lexical level,
this is mainly reflected in the differences in semantic items, word formation, and the mechanisms
of generating new words; at the syntactic level, it is manifested in the ability to serve as sentence
components and the restrictions on collocation with nouns and negative adverbs. This asymmetry
is the result of the combined effects of the complexity within the language system, the scope of se-
mantic extension, the principle of economy in the external environment, cognitive patterns, and
cultural psychology.
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Table 1. Comparison of senses of “Shun” and “Ni” [1]
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Table 2. Word formation of each sense of “Shun” and “Ni”
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Table 3. Comparison of structural types of words formed with “Shun” and “Ni”
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Table 4. Lexicalization of emerging “Shun-X” and “Ni-X” constructions
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