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Abstract

This study, from a pragmatic perspective and grounded in Speech Act Theory and the Politeness
Principle, investigates the prevalent phenomenon of “ostensible refusal” on the Chinese social plat-
form Xiaohongshu. Ostensible refusal is a distinctive type of indirect speech act, wherein the surface
form is a refusal, yet the pragmatic intention is to elicit the interlocutor’s insistence and eventual ac-
ceptance. By collecting conversational data from Xiaohongshu involving scenarios such as invitations,
offers of assistance, and gift-giving, this study aims to analyze: (i) the common linguistic realizations
of ostensible refusal; (ii) the specific pragmatic functions it performs in computer-mediated com-
munication; (iii) how the unique context of the Xiaohongshu platform influences the interpretation
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of this speech act.
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