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Abstract

This paper explores the discourse marker functions derived from the lexicalization process of the
adverbial grammaticalization of “Qishi” (actually). It attempts to analyze and interpret the prag-
matic functions of the discourse marker “Qishi” from the perspective of Relevance Theory, employ-
ing conversational analysis based on the rich conversational data in the BCC Corpus. The study finds
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that the pragmatic functions of “Qishi” as a discourse marker primarily include cognitive orienta-
tion marker, interaction management marker, stance coordination marker, and focus reinforce-
ment marker.
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