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Abstract

Taking A Dream of Red Mansions as the research corpus, this paper sorts out 169 valid tokens of
“shen” and 25 valid tokens of “qian”. Grounded in conceptual metaphor theory, it systematically
examines the mapping paths of the two words from their prototypical spatial meanings to abstract
semantic domains, and analyzes their literary narrative functions. The study finds that based on the
container image schema, “shen” and “qian” extend their metaphorical meanings to domains of time,
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density, social relations and degree. Their distribution and usage not only reflect the universal cog-
nitive laws of Chinese spatial metaphors, but also present the phrasal linguistic features of early

”» o«

modern Chinese. At the narrative level, the “shen”-“qian” metaphors perform multiple functions in-
cluding atmosphere construction, class criticism, character portrayal and theme implication, form-
ing an organic integration of linguistic mechanism and literary expression. This study supplements
the ontological research on spatial metaphors in A Dream of Red Mansions, broadens the research
horizon of Chinese metaphor studies, and provides references for classical text interpretation and
vocabulary teaching.
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