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Abstract

Human-shaped components are among the most fundamental and frequently used components in the
ideographic system of modern Chinese characters. The semantic extension of compound Chinese
characters largely relies on the semantic combinations between their components. Based on the
theories of metaphor and metonymy in cognitive linguistics, this study takes the standardized modern
Chinese characters listed in the Table of General Standard Chinese Characters as its research scope and
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focuses on the semantic extension paths of human-shaped components in character formation. It
analyzes the cognitive mechanisms of metaphor and metonymy involved in the semantic construction
of human-shaped components when combined with other components, and clarifies the types of
metaphorical and metonymic extensions in the process of semantic development. The study shows
that the semantic extension of human-shaped components is rooted in the human cognitive prototype.
Metonymy realizes intra-domain semantic reference through cognitive contiguity, while metaphor
accomplishes cross-domain semantic mapping through cognitive similarity. The two mechanisms
interact and jointly promote the gradual evolution of Chinese character meanings from original
meanings to extended and abstract meanings. By exploring the cognitive principles of character
components, this study provides new approaches for Chinese character teaching in Teaching Chinese
as a Foreign Language.
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