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Abstract

Based on quantitative corpus-based methods, this paper re-examines the semantic distribution of
the Modern Chinese word “qiong”. By annotating 1000 entries from the CCL corpus, the study iden-
tifies eight semantic subcategories, including “adverse circumstances” and “remote”, which are not
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explicitly listed in the Dictionary of Modern Chinese. Furthermore, by applying the theory of qualia
structure, this study explains the generative mechanisms of each meaning from a cognitive perspec-
tive, revealing the semantic evolution of “qiong” from the spatial domain to the economic domain,
and from the concrete to the abstract.
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Table 1. Part-of-speech, qualia roles, and cognitive generation mechanisms of the meanings of the “35”
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