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Abstract

Rumor-refutation discourse is an important discursive practice for enhancing public scientific lit-
eracy and maintaining social trust. Drawing on Bhatia’s four-dimensional model of Critical Genre
Analysis and using 50 texts from mainstream rumor-refutation platforms as the corpus, this study
explores the characteristics of rumor-refutation discourse. The findings show that at the textual
level, it is primarily characterized by the reformulation of technical terms and the synergistic use
of multimodal discourse. At the generic level, it encompasses five obligatory moves, including ru-
mor presentation, fact clarification, authoritative endorsement, scientific explanation, and action
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suggestion. At the level of professional practice, it integrates scientific discourse with everyday dis-
course through blended interdiscursivity. And at the level of professional culture, driven by scien-
tific rationality and the ethics of public responsibility, rumor-refutation discourse upholds a ra-
tional public order. This study extends the application field of Critical Genre Analysis and offers a
new analytical approach for interpreting rumor-refutation discourse.
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Figure 1. The four-dimensional model of CGA
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Figure 2. The webpage content of a rumor-refutation article
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