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Abstract

Research on the intrinsic properties of asymmetries in monosyllabic antonymous adjectives has
been relatively extensive. However, comparatively little attention has been paid to the acquisition
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of such asymmetries in the field of Chinese as a second language. This study selects typical pairs of
monosyllabic antonymous adjectives from Levels 1~4 of the HSK Examination Syllabus. Based on
their semantic and grammatical asymmetries, a questionnaire was designed and distributed to in-
ternational students. The learners’ acquisition of these asymmetric phenomena was analyzed ac-
cording to their responses. The findings indicate that international students’ acquisition of asym-
metries in monosyllabic antonymous adjectives is generally unsatisfactory. Accordingly, this study
proposes pedagogical suggestions for classroom instruction and textbook compilation.
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Figure 1. HSK proficiency levels of the international students who completed the questionnaire
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Figure 2. Length of Chinese language study among the international students who completed the questionnaire
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Figure 3. Error rates for the judgment questions
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Figure 4. Error rates for the multiple-choice questions
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Figure 5. Error rates for the judgment questions involving Level 1 vocabulary
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Table 1. Responses to the asymmetry phenomenon of “much” and “little”
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Figure 6. Responses of students at different HSK levels to the asymmetry phenomenon of “much” and “little”
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Table 2. Responses to the asymmetry phenomenon of “deep” and “shallow”
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Figure 7. Responses of students at different HSK levels to the asymmetry phenomenon of
“deep” and “shallow”
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Table 3. Responses to the asymmetry phenomenon of “long” and “short”
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Figure 8. Responses of students at different HSK levels to the asymmetry phenomenon of “long” and “short”
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Table 4. Responses to the asymmetry phenomenon of “real” and “fake”
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Figure 9. Responses of students at different HSK levels to the asymmetry phenomenon of zhén and jid
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Table 5. Responses to the second asymmetry phenomenon of “real” and “fake”
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Table 6. Responses to the third asymmetry phenomenon of “real” and “fake”
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Table 7. Responses to the asymmetry phenomenon of “new” and “old”
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Figure 10. Responses of students at different HSK levels to the asymmetry phenomenon of “new” and “old”
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