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Abstract

Recollective psychological verbs in Chinese exhibit differences in both semantic and syntactic aspects.
Semantically, each of the four verbs has its own distinctive focus: huiyi “recall” emphasizes emotional
reminiscence and nostalgic attachment; huixiang “think back” emphasizes cognitive and intellectual
retrieval; huigu “look back” emphasizes the summarization of past experiences; and huishou “turn
one’s head back” emphasizes reflections on life. Syntactically, they differ in terms of the syntactic con-
stituents they can serve as, their collocational patterns with complements, their combinability with
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aspectual particles, and their negative forms, among other aspects.
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