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Abstract

Within the theoretical framework of Baseline/Elaboration Theory in Cognitive Grammar, this paper
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investigates the syntax-semantics interface of English middle constructions as well as their realiza-
tion mechanism and paths from both prototypical and non-prototypical dimensions. It is contended
that the conceptualizer first perceives and experiences an action event, which is regarded as a base-
line. Through elaboration operations such as agent suppression and property adjustment, the in-
herent properties of the patient or oblique argument are externalized within the action frame, giv-
ing rise to the property-triggered event. The action event and the property-triggered event are then
integrated into a complete middle event via the identity of core arguments. Subsequently, the con-
ceptualizer transforms this middle event into an image schema, which is metaphorically projected
onto syntactic structure, yielding a full middle sentence composed of the subject NP, the action con-
stituent, and the property constituent. The middle event and its syntactic structure are paired, in-
teract, and mutually map onto each other, thereby realizing the syntax-semantics interface of the
middle construction. Despite their divergences in argument configuration and formal markings,
prototypical and non-prototypical constructions share a unified cognitive generative pathway.
These findings provide cognitive evidence for the teaching and acquisition of English middle con-
structions.
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1. 5|8

H 344 (middle construction) & —F7EA)VEZH 2 E BN 8 ZH & #3072 VRS 5 450 .
WA AT B 10, R AT DA Ry SRS SR R E IR S M (M S0, 20115 BEZESE, A0, 2013) [1]
[2]. JLALREhEERERIMEAA “NP+ VP +ADVP” , Hrf NP 2 Mahidit soh BTt & 20 B2 H
W It(Keyser & Roeper, 1984; [R5, 2024)[3][4], Wfl(1). FF S drzh &t i L5 s R v gh 25 0y B Fi
AR, (EFETE M RS0 e B A 2 Pk, HEEAHRRT 2%, ol TR, . R, B
FEFKILITOR Y, HAMEMZE R EmMZ RS 2011) [1], Wl2).

(1) The car drives easily.!
(2) Cotton irons beautifully.

T ANESIE L ARSI R, i rh 2 M s VAR SCRFIE . 15 SCRRR DA S AR OB | 45 ) 7t
—H &R A ROEE IR B S A ALY B R R 5 CRNEAR R 2 G BTE NS
i) 76 17 22 v 252 AR K 01k (Fagan, 1988; Twata, 1999) [5] [6], Ja#& Xk 2 H i L MALCAN T 18 (Keyser
& Roeper, 1984; Stroik, 1992) [3] [7]. {H & & A GEXT Fh sl 20 A Ba S it ZF 1048 SO DL AR 2 2 EE 1)
AR ) R AT TR A R . (R IBAE G AE UL SRR B, EAIE . BRIE(2020) [81FE M T B AIE ok
il 5 TR OE, R AR O RS A S RS A O JE M TR A SR b, v i S A
T AR A T R AR A SRR - Dai & Wang (2025) [91JUAATE A 3l ) v i 255k 2% ) Mod 2 R Caif
FERNBAEESNE TG, & —RBALFIN LIS e A 518 RL . 5 JERFHE11(2021) (106 FE1E HR 2 A 1)
T3 Bt W TR 2% B FLE AR A B FORT 06, VORI T AR 2 s R R R . R,

ASTE AR A BLARIRT AR, BRTRIE, ARl flat <7 RIBATAFETEASRA W ER .
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B XS EA A I A N EAR S AR B S, Yueral (2023) [11]RGH 5T 45 RIAMRIE
SRS SAR S AR R AE 77 . Ausensi & Bigolin (2023) [12]bA#T #4920 F UHEZEHk KL 1 5 /45 1 B AME
B, fia AR AR A E R EEAR O “ a7 B IR RN AR e, T I 5 AR 2 R 1 SRR
FRAHNE AR . HeAh, DA A B AL A o 0 o O A R T SRS xS, AT M. I S A 4R
TR R A E A B (R, AR, 2017; XIAEHS, 2019)[13][14]. Z0REE, Wit 25(2023)
[15]5 T 5 1E & LB MR H h Bl A XUEAS S, Jri e 7o phaha) i E R R % . FREK, 5 H
53(2022) [16]NP# B rhEh ) UE T S-V B MUk Rrin LA S, WIHf 1 3l ke e 2000 2% Hh i
AL R FAYRAE SUA T

gr Rk, w3 NAE A B AR E SRR L S5 T T A i TR IRAIR R, N E S
AL TSR R, SR, BRI AU B Bl A 5 A1k 5 1 2 R RS BILER 6k = R G R o DA JNIEE:
L/ R R B A S MR B 1, BRAT AU AL o 5 1R U Z A B A U R R
JTE SCF R S IRAR A R B o 55T 0, A SCIDL AN RITR VS (1) i 2 /%) ¢ 2 12 (Baseline/Elaboration Theory)
IRESR, IRANIRI i b sl U A7 515 SO SEBLG S84, TIPS R 1) fnfardk T
2/ ) R BV A J 91 rh B A I A9 S TR SCFR R SE LA ? 2) SEiE b Bl Ak T S S EL

Rt A
2. E&k/EEIED

FELR /[ B PR & Langacker (2016) [ 17132 H F7E 5 USRI, Z ISR iy 3 28 45 1 (baseline, B). [
B4 1E (elaboration, E) ARk 45 1 (elaborated structure, ES) = #7411k, B AEH N 1E 5 4509 ] B 21 & 24 1)
A EMVLEI (I, T8, 2022) [18]. ZILIRNE1E T 454 B A Bk IR e Ak 2 R I Bh A i 72,
WONIE 5 ARG E R A U340 00U AS I 1) T HE 0 o MR A o e ok o) R g Vg SR R S M AH O o
IR RIRAL A, SEILE 5 E B % 5 R 99 (Langacker, 2015; 2016; 2019) [17] [19] [20].

LR SE R RS A E AR S @A IR B AR RA AR, BA WA LR Sk B et
NG BRI AR E SRR T S IRHESE . R PR A R FRME b 2 0 BRI AR BUR S S e . E . R
FEHMNEZNT NI L, RIE T E N L SR 0l . B SE1 2 4 e B 5 P I
TGN, EREERR AL AL OB X S EWEE, OB ERELIGEENER Sy g, HEE
2, BEALSE R SORT DR T A SR 28R AT PRk B R, T s A A e 2%, e [[[[[B1—~E1]B2—~E2]B3
—E3]-~]Bn—En], HEMEKIETE., ALK,

TR EGYE BT FAINES BEE IR ORHE . BRI N HR R 5 5 R 451 0
ANFEL AN FLE , AR A ER T 010 167 B 25 1 T8 I o R A 1 v 2 AR B B 1 ST A S M AL . BhaS MEAR
BR . HMBSRBRAEMIRALTIIEREZ Y, BT DU N ETIN LR, & R A s RS
Fo 7 5 VEFE AR Ak 3 42 HEUW LA SOt In T A AR AR AT 5 Ay o A FE VR D F 75 J2 A 3 3 A R AL 45
MRFEIHR RSN, FHAER RGN PRSI R IORES . IX B RRAE 15 3 20/ [ B3 it
REBSKHIE S 0. ATk, IERESAFE S ERMIIRANG — I HTHESE, JoHEH T ik
58 IR AEAE RS BC 1 254

SREAHEFARLG, HE2R/ R B Ay b 2 AL R A B BLARRE ) I BB AE 2L . 1AV Th AR EE B RRE
TAVE R it IR 2 FR T RE S MWL SE I AVE L B, (LRSI Z TR, g A, JEH
PEPE ST SURR IR IO S A8 78 43 o A RAB Y DR SCHE X Z1 i 1 b 3l 4 50 45 B AL 2 L) 5 44 5 4 i o
Fd ok A = ) 5 R R S E B Bl SRR R TR T A R S A SRR, EX S
FARUFIIELBE S FAE . AL W BN S 5 5 UM I 2 v K B AR B o T DA N2 IR B 4/ R
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HRR K M S5 IS SCRAEIE oA Bh A M i A, I8 R4k S5 B A FR 43 12 5 & 1R L 3h 25
FESTFAF G AL 2 e, T A s T SRR TE AR S R AR 52 90 08 1 AR S A DR
TEVE S8 — BN RIAERE o E AT LR/ R R OBl 32 S T AT AN X BR 45 R P08 SCERI LA (R 5 2R, B
T, 2024; Bh5RE, FEHEIT, 2025; JEMEFS, BRMIED 2025)[21]-[23]. [EAE, FELR/EBHEISH NI R
B R A A7 S8 R AT TR AL T — AN B

3. FEPHNIAIESIE XS EHISSILALH]

AT UL/ ) R B0 OAMESE, Mg | 9 rh Al SN Ak 58 SO SRR AL, Wl 1 FR.
FETE SUZ T, MRS F A B AR5 B — D ESF £ (action event, AE), BIH “jisf - ZhfE - Z$”
PR R R i B, IR s il Ok 2k . FEBLSEARE I, MRS B S EF R R A,
X} 52 HEE AR H I N AEME B TR AL &, AR S EHESR th A3 DA, T R S5 fish R A
(property-triggered event, PTE) (38138, MiZE%, 2023)[15]. X —idFEH, WAFEM4REM S EAEA
XFRRIER I (e ey E4n . R A Hi Sk OM @) 1B HE L4 R S S 12 T 55 B i gn
[]), T o fik i A R R A S A 77 3R S R A A5 B (2 DR R IR o B4R <A AR 5 fl i <Al o A
O TCI E — A LR A, SERIM R T 58 % 3 FH 4 (middle event, ME) (72 AR o

Figure 1. The realization mechanism of the syntax-semantics interface of English middle constructions

E 1. ZEADIaMaASIEXF AR SSHALHIER

TERNEA R JZT, 15 SCHA I Z 08 RiIB S R BIAERIE, TR 1E SUZR R R4/ RS
JEBRAT . MRS AR S A S M ik A A RS N S R N BRI gy B E SR S D B Rk
43 (action constituent, AC) (FiN4H/NETTTE), ABSNEFAFRIBN AL Cos )0 ik A FAFH 5 918 ot B 5
(property constituent, PC) (il KIE ), &7 NEIRSEMREME . Ed g, IEFEFmZFE
Wt SRR FA I FFR o R A | YE(ERIE, MiE 2, 2023) [15], FLEBUNAG)EEE NP,
%O TuFEE AC 5 PC, MR BhA) A ESE AL . b4k ARk T i Bh A BB & R &S 1B S A7
KENFAEAN TCR, SRS B E B AT R, W e M B R S BOSE R AWM. 18
INFIR S FE b, 11 50 B 73 LB B 3 $RAS M A 32 A4 30 v Ry B 70 A B G I ) B4 L 4 7k ORI ©@),
5338 NP L FEEARTRAE R, MESARaERS —&, W1 76 % 4 3)4)(middle sentence, MS) (£ 1l
KEKTTIE).

SNEFAE S SE RS BORT, AHEAE T, 48 I i (E 540 M 26 WU ET Sk), T RGEh R 2 T () F)32 5 1 SCFIHT
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IR A A S O O, AR AR, DR R SRR B0 k), TR o = T ) #0355 1 SO
AL MR S E 2 1 )R035 515 SO PR T R A5 1 P I AR A REE R, TR sl ) A
A STE SRR 2§k L), M RAEHE R & (onstage, 0S), 145 B S NFE i B HEE R
£ (offstage) . FEMEZALEMRATNFIRS, e B2 B e rhah AR S5 15 2 I

4. TIEPEANAESIEXFENSSIER
4.1. BEGHANAESEXFARSSIEE

AR E R SO SETE TP AR R IR R R Y, R e G RF L. RS EiRARE . S
FEVR S E RIS, 2011) [1], RLIIRERN B FW 0 WAL & PR PP PR PFaE . AR A )
WA, SRS AT 0 NS ) AL S E BRI T3, Bl G)ME4). MOARIKIALARE
SRR GRS AL AR AL AR A EEF R, RO RIS I b, BT
PR 12 28 St P A A B R A, R e 5 51N T7 aCRIIR S50 52 3 (0 AR P B AT R AL R, i
HAEZNFHESE AT LAANG,, R i fid kS0 o SRR AT i A e S0 =35 B 5 O S B P sl 4
X AH R I BB B AvE S, ESCBL T MR s S A RIS i S

(3) The glass breaks easily.
(4) The pack handles comfortably.

EFIG)F, NS AR . R3] — D EFE “someone breaks the glass” - fEMFEMAL I,
NE AL F AR i F a5 H LU S “the glass” AE S [RINEB) 7 A “easily” XF I 1EHESL AT RFAE
LIRS, s As & e 7EAN JIVE T 2 R MR AE . S UL RE, F I N AEPE I AE “break”
IZNVERESE R4S LA, T ME Bl RS54, AVESRAEY “the glass” FFEZRLME 2T “easily” HUHFAE. 7E
I FE R, W A T AR B ) P O ok e A R oA, TR AT B A E A St AEFA S
iR B RS, BN EAE, PR R B S TR . (48 T YE S A,
O Dy Re 2 iR FYERERAE . A R AR b 230 I B2 S5 RPaE i, U DA A58 4E B2 AN A
PINTEJE . St B e s AR — NS EE M “someone handles the pack” - T Ik, &k
FARXIZEEL S T SRS, KRS TR “the pack” 78 STl R FAF I EH, BT
U “comfortably” X ZNVEHELLBEAT RS, bR T A GG, EEED . fE R, A
R gy N DL &7 R AT . R 5 I N AEPE L AE “handle” MIZNTEREZE AR LA, To Rtk
AR A . A3 SR “the pack” TEAH AL AR I “ comfortably ” Frhs s & & PEFFAE . [F]3E,
AR TS EEARE S, MR EANETTREE, IMEFRERER, WER
AT B Bl A B 2 A, AR A AE TR R B

Ty KA AP R A G I RS T PE B B VPR, AAERELEE AR 7 . 7RI
BEt AR, Dl g R e Bl e 2 A0 R R, gl )RR (4) H ) “easily” “comfortably” o 1%
BB ALT A G, — A S HAh R Dy ReB M B 35 . E R HABAMEE AN RIS
L AR A IZ VIR R R A AT, WI(5). B FARME B TYEIRENA, X s EHE 22T 1k
ARFFAEA PHIE , K S E A 5 VRS PP AN 4R FE I Rk ke, SRS S AR bl ) s0A) 32k 5 1 SO I A RN
[FBT, 1R IE RS %O AL o e ThRe,  BERMESLE NS BB IR B F AR . A IR
VI EPE BT 1) VPAN B4 I SR Ak 8, o AR TR i :UIX T 230 f) . Beahf) . (R A E
BANFAMC AT, 2019) [14].

(5) a. Chickens kill easily.
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b. *Chickens kill.

oI AT, EME SRR S b, S gl SR ROV S SO IR G . St SERE . S
oA i B SR A AR R A R A 5 Rk SR I BN B PRI O3 T R AR TC X X T g
eS8 N EEL Sl ARMIN P SC = @ T

4.2. FFARB PR DESEXL ST EHISKIER

AR B SRR EE O i 25 LA P A S E SR AR iR sl ), ENTECE BRI, B
HEES2 SR To R, BRI BRI e iR . IRAE MBS 4R AR, AR LA A gy m] 3 e a3
PR AR 2 H LB RS, 2011) [1], T51(6)~(9). AR sty SR UL AT N B/ E AT,
BV o i S S R 2 5 O A T A BT B AL B PR 73 S AR AL, T A I B A AT
ks ThEGERCYE . S SOE BCE S B R I ™ R SR, P 1) Py B B

(6) This meat may cut, but you never know.
(7) The door won’t lock.
(8) Little children amuse easily.

(9) This wood carves beautiful toys.

SRS b ) 2 SR B 1] 5 1 A PR B 1] DA S Ak fe ke, AR SR gl A a] Dol A A8 Bl i
B EEAMEEMEH EIhEE, I BME 4R &1L B (Roberts, 1987; Ackema & Schoorlemmer,
2003) [24][25]. TEHI(6)FBI(T)H, MRS A Je B, RIS BIPAAF R SESAF, Y “someone cuts
this meat” 1 “someone locks the door” , IX 215 L. FeT 0, MESAL EARFPER SRS, $2H
%53 “this meat” I “the door” 78 >4 1 it filh A FAF I E ., [FI 4 5l B G301 “may” FIF5E “won’t”
NGy, XFAEHESEEAT R REPE AN AN AT REVE I )RS . A Ao DI RIS EAE B0 b BAT St mT e fHL 32 A
e R =L, JEE bR BE N PEAS B4 S 1) mT Be IR T 1A B AN UBG P BB TR B o 7 T R4
TERF, YN AEVE BT 23 AIAEXT B ) S VENE SR vh 43 DLIE 3240 2, BI5I(6) Hh PR BT I DT R AT AT A7 58, 6]
(T DI REAL TR BOIRFS o PIAE B UL T B B fid kS, A)3k R IR “this meat” F1 “the door”
A2 “may cut” A “won’tlock” sz~ Re 5 HANRHIE . 7RG FEA, PR fd ok S5 (R RE 4t
sk, MYIRIFIBE M EF TS 5l PR R rh Bl A 5 443 48 In) A IS T DB A7 S 5
[T ER) A SE Ty RE 2R AT I g P K5

ANFET AR A, BI@)FFIO) R FEIFARZE, MBEFENZKILIT. @), SifEH
f “someone amuses little children” HMES AL E AR BAAAL:, IF/EMRBRETH P RBREE S, 25
B BB R, BRSO AN 23 “ G R AR X — RIS £k . St ER, 7 R “easily”
LB NBIERESE, XF “amuse” WS 77 SOHEATRHEG TS, A/ NEFREER. 5 TN
TEJEME. ML, HEYWIERAE “amuse” HJFAE N PR LISNE, TEsMER AR S 4F. AL b, “little
children” SEAEAZ o TCHIN RN A —ME B N EIE,  “easily” fEAMIRBIHIE S ZWEN, LR AT
FER, MEEREAARSNRES S, BB iR G190 TN E R k. o+
AR BT IR B 2 I i 20 S 0 4 someone carves this wood ™, T2 L & AR T 1 B 4 F44“ someone
carves beautiful toys from this wood” . fEFZNLIEHRBEILFEF, MEFHLAE, JEAHERNFEE L TR
“this wood” #HRHLH RAE AL TR, HEERZ, ZH)FFARAME B R J7 28] 185U 25 55 1 1 R
KbrnFPIMERT, T iEnl 45 R =215 “beautiful toys” FITZE & I 729 i TR (B Befl R, R E AR A &
BACORA. s, TSR RN L EME. i, SES G AM ) TR E
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A, BEEE LR, TR AR IE & HEZ] BORS 2 301 E H 8 M.

B ER PRI A R Zh i S Ah, SR IR AR — R RERR Bl f), DU SRR IR ™= i R A
s EERAE T TR N B PEAE P, al(L0)F . ZEBI(10a)H, MRk 1A Sk
A58 %] “someone buttons this dress” X —Z{EFF, FEA MG L. fEMIEAE B, BES 400
JFRE S, PRIZEH “this dress” 7oK FAE T RS, FEREDLFTRIE “in the back” XE1E
MEZEHEAT J7 AL IEDRE, Fnos RATX — S VR4S ASE R FAA S AL B . 2R, AR LE “button” HIZN1E
HEZE A 2 I B A 08 15 5 AN S A & RS R, TR PE B S fEE R, B 3R
AR BT Rr RATRAL, TRR RN E RS 54k, IERARIT R vh 3l 4 R E AR 15 440
& DhRe It G B, BI(10b)iE— B BNE 7 M D e iR JE i, RO B Ak FopR 8 5 2 AEAS 1 B
gy, EAMRIRE R . RSSO, ST N5E At ghinl el XN FEZE &, Mk AR OGE L g
Bt 52 H5E A RIn e b s B R, TR R B & SRR Th Re 1) -

(10) a. This dress buttons in the back.
b. This dress buttons.

PAE=RR R b i X BAE R eI B . B bRc 515 AT Re B FIFE B s 7 MR bl iy JRL AL 5
€, (RIS — B HE LR B RN A OB AT LA E A N TE LR, Gl Pl R R, F
ST S, VRS ACE AR S, AT B N AEE BT R b gl b 3QE R B i 5 i
PERBUGE, 10245 i A S BESRCEAMEIEAI TR, ZBWE T READL. thRAME
J o AR SRR BRI AR ACLA S PR DR DO RE BTSRRI AT ML B, M T B I S R o R )
PERT . S5y A L, AR b SR T T iR R S v, R R SO B IE AL R R
W, MRS € A CERr R iR o B R, kb sl A A

5. 8578

AR SCULNFIENE (B 2R/ BB N e AT HESE, RGERI 1 S8l b gl i i A3 5518 SCSHTH B s
P S5 B A2. BETENN, han SO B B B« - 2 - 237 Wi 2 R s I 0N
IWHIFELL, I S S VEIRA D S S5 R, AR A A AEVE ARSI AR 2R A DA, TRk
PERU R SR SRR SRR AL R R T E — YA RS, SERTE e B s .
SR, M B AR B A AT RS R, e E R SR . ERNEEm, shfEE
P55V 5 g A AR Gy B B E Oy SRR s BB G R SRR E TR S IR RE
BT SEELITE S, RETE R ala). 18 2 5ANER AT R AR 5 XU R s, SRR B 3l
A AL STE SO . BRI, A SR s i X BRI e E . A Rid l B Th
e LRI AR, HHRE WA REERA G, WAk LR B 45 S EAS 15 AR 3 fid
KRB HIRAERS, SCOURYEIFADIRE; AR b i s E B30 . BEPRICEAMETEAI TR
BEAT DR, B BIRA L. RR IR TC AR S AR T i LR AR BB PR S

SRS, AW ORI L/ DR R R G T8 s i SRR U AL, 48R 1 h sl i A 2%
B, W] 738 SCRAF R S ARELNE 7 51 Z R Zh AW R &, O sh i A)ik 5 SO R IR
T BNFERE . [FIR, AR RO SEE R A B RIS R O IR, BT R
IR P B S BRI RJZ NI, R 5 R i R e i 2 A AR SIS A AR

SE

[11 #H3C. SERBhEhi: WA SR, MRS ENE S B 513k, 2011, 34(4): 18-23, 31, 127.
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