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Abstract

By the end of 2025, emerging online “Lao X” -type lexical items had gained widespread popularity.
Drawing on conceptual metaphor theory, this paper focuses on the “Lao X” -type constructions in
Chinese and systematically examines the logic underlying their semantic network construction as
well as their cross-domain mapping pathways. By comparing the differences between traditional
and emerging “Lao X" -type expressions in terms of their semantic core, referential scope, and
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cultural connotations, the study reveals the functional extension of language—from an ethical tool
to a vehicle for expressing inner states. Finally, the paper elucidates the deep-seated driving forces
behind the semantic evolution of “Lao X" type expressions from the perspectives of cognition, social-
culture, and media technology, thereby demonstrating the productive capacity and contemporary
adaptability of Chinese constructional patterns.
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Figure 1. A graph cloud generated from noun data extracted from the zhTenTen corpus (“Lao X”)
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Figure 2. A graph cloud generated from adjective data extracted from the zhTenTen corpus (“Lao X”)
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Figure 3. From the accompanying drawings: Ma Huiling. “Old” Semantic
Analysis [J]. Yindu Academic Journal, 2002(3): 96-98
B 3. kEMIE: DER. “E” EXIRM]. BREZFHI, 2002(3): 96-98
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Table 1. Semantic mapping of “Lao” across different source domains
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