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Abstract
With the increasing need for individuals to acquire a second or even multiple languages, the rapidly
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developing field of multilingual language acquisition has become a focal area in foreign language
education research in recent years. However, research on second language acquisition (SLA) and
multilingual acquisition among ethnic minority groups in China remains relatively limited, partic-
ularly empirical studies conducted in higher education contexts. Although Mandarin Chinese and
English occupy dominant positions, ethnic minority students’ native languages undoubtedly consti-
tute an essential component of their linguistic repertoires, and the interaction among these lan-
guages deserves further investigation. Taking ethnic minority undergraduate students from X Uni-
versity as a case, this study adopts a qualitative research approach and employs semi-structured
interviews to explore ethnic minority students’ beliefs about multilingualism. Grounded in actual
multilingual acquisition practices, this study aims to investigate how ethnic minority university stu-
dents in China perceive multilingualism and to provide implications for language education. The
findings indicate that students generally hold positive beliefs toward multilingualism; however,
they also express concerns and challenges associated with multilingual learning. Family upbringing
and learning environments are identified as major factors shaping their multilingual beliefs, which
further influence language users’ choices and practices in different communicative contexts. These
findings provide important implications for multilingual education practices.
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Table 1. Participant information

F1. 25FER

Number Sex Age Grade Nationality Major
Student 1 male 23 undergraduate Uyghur English
Student 2 male 19 sophomore Korean English
Student 3 female 22 senior Hui English
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