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Abstract

Based on the Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA), this study systematically analyzes
the use of the verb derive within the framework of John Sinclair’s Extended Units of Meaning (EUM)
model. First, the study identifies the high-frequency collocates of derive and categorizes them into
three semantic groups: benefit-related, knowledge- and information-related, and science- and
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technology-related terms. It then identifies four major types of colligations associated with derive.
On this basis, six semantic preferences are further identified, followed by an analysis of the seman-
tic prosody of derive. The findings show that the verb derive exhibits a predominantly positive se-
mantic prosody in the majority of contexts, being associated with positive concepts such as benefits,
satisfaction, and inspiration. A negative semantic prosody is observed only in a limited number of
specific contexts, such as those involving benefits obtained from unethical sources or scientific top-
ics involving ethical controversies. This study aims to reveal how lexical meaning is constructed in
authentic contexts and to provide insights into second language acquisition.
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1. 5|8

A TR TR S IR R, T B SE RHTIE T 1 SO OO TE & WL R 258 %5 . John Sin-
clair £ H 9 J & SCRARE g B S el ok TR A, BRI, 1B S IR SRR TR s,
S I N ATTSEBRAE A Y A A2 1 o[ 1] DRGSR FH 7 e i SRR B RS AT 5 30 ST 158 o A aml YAt P AR
S FIRANMARE S R A BEANME.

IAER, I 2 SRR AR L3z B TRV AE SCRE FE 70 i, P J52%(2012) LABGE“ R 317
N R, 38 FZAR R R T TR R Eh ) T AL 7T R S EARAE AN 574 [2]; Hunston (2011) U L&
JETRA T8 B SIS 5 2 AR R3], EEET BARRNC AT 5T, X2 8(2023)FH COCA 1E kL
FE P ELAAR S e e B SRS AT R A A PR B v 5 LA 1) S G A AR PR R P A B[4 IX e I R B,
EUM LAY T il Y AE 52 Bl A w0 5 M AL B — s MR R

B derive fEHETE T H HIAE S IE R b, JUHAEREL . GG A 22 55 AU ) SCAS Hh 4 S
o AEN—AN G201, derive A BRI RO, FLSe Bl H o i SO a5 75 BHRFE B R AT IR
NIPHTe FET I, ARSCHRA Sinclair (4 & SCERAZ S, 7838 E S ASEERE(COCA) P i %, X
B derive 7EFSTIESEEH AIFAECIR] . RIBCHE . 15 A, DARAE SCRIEAT 2 G0 50 A FUAE BB b ) B B
M, DU B o) et — e S %,

2. I RENXBAERE

John Sinclair T 1996 £ 1 VIR HI P & X A7 (Extended Units of Meaning) M2, fiifk EUM, ‘& H
TR : Bk (core)s F4THC I (collocation). ZEHE%(colligation). 1 SU{Hi [ (semantic preference) A &
1% X #)(semantic prosody) [1].

BT RPN, TRy BESCRAMYIN & BEARETU €, TRASE[ET15 5],
HEERB T RERA)G, BEABUBES]. BEREENEZ A AN, IR & s S
FAAL. Sinclair ¥HEHAC € SUNTE R SCRALH 5 B I B SL IO UK C R S, B a2 Bz 5 R
WA A RAR[6]. BN RS LRIy 2 BB R R, M-SR 5 H 1. R, Firth (1957)#2 H
[7], Sinclair /£ EEA Bt —3 58 SO “ — AMEERBEE R 05 HofhE AR Bgs i R =0, Bl 5 i Bl
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RIERFEIL” [6]. 15 AR 2 BAZ L TG LS . W R SRR R SO — 25, TR A AR R R
JER AL, EA L WFRR IR LY R R SCRALRI D AR . 18 SCH R BN BUSCRA AEaA f— f
PERISEE L, B R E SRR 5 G Az [8].

Y SCRAL R AT, BT R AR AR 2 AR SRS PR R R4, A R A IA] S
FESCIAN AL, 32E 1T S 4 3t B A8 5 (56 P 7 3 R 5 B

3. fIRFG=E
3.1. #zI0)RE

(1) £ COCA BRI EH, Fhid “derive” #4524 7 A A4 85 02
(2) 1£ COCA RIS, Zhial “derive” FEAN[R] K& HC A1 B2 A7 IR LL 38 ST ) DL S 1B SCE)?

3.2. BERKIRE

AT A B R E T 284 COCA K} ZE . The Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA)
T E G ASEERE, ARG« AR BEIT K, R EAAARERNE BB 21
KRBFGERE . B 10 FHSCAR, SEEDEANE R, O 0E. D RATRE. AR,
FRVARSE 8 FOCARRA, AR+ & HE R

33. RSB

ABEFCLLSE AR “derive” T A, Ja YRR SCHRAI L EIT M. B 58, £ COCA iH R}
GRS Z i “derive” WIFTAJEHTIE, K5 BE (span) B —4/+4, DAHAZE S H R B 48 C ], 371 Hh 1]
Wit = HIRT 20 AraERCIE . HOK, SSaRGUTIEE “derive” 5 JAIFEEC N> 2 M IR &R, FEILEE
fii EARYE “derive” JAIARIIAZE, ANEAL BAEFSHMITERR T IILIURE I, W RBRE NG, FHK, 2T Bk
P SRIBRH NS “derive” MIFARCIRIBEATE S0 7 I BARIE AT 1A P48 MR AN R LA TR 5 o h
Xt JFEE ISR T LU DLREAT VAN, AT E AN I SRIRIE T “derive” F B LA o
wJa, 1EBARIE BB SR S SO AL SRR L, T4 “derive” HITE SCH -

4. TfiA Derive Y RE X BALI
4.1. ¥&He

IE40 Firth (1968)35 210 W “AxadLan, JeMIAE” (You shall know a word by the company it keeps!)
[9], $EBC /T E A e i A () B VA S M o W T8 T %2 derive BT H EHTIE, 7E COCA
AR I B AR N KRS, BB —4/+4, FEIRFBEATRS I FT 20 MEECHE, W52 1 FiR:

Table 1. Top 20 collocates of derive in COCA corpus
# 1. a1 derive 7 COCA JERIEERIAT 20 MERT 1A

s HBCH LES s HBCH LI ES
1 benefit 576 11 source 283
2 word 528 12 pleasure 267
3 power 483 13 income 266
4 data 464 14 meaning 197
5 name 459 15 score 195
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6 cell 348 16 revenue 194
7 value 335 17 experience 185
8 model 318 18 estimate 184
9 study 308 19 satisfaction 181
10 information 286 20 energy 180

IR IR, 1T 20 ANEBCIRI N AT, ARTE EATTRIE SURFIE rT 4l 20 3 4. 35— 42 “iai i sin 7
benefit, pleasure, satisfaction, income, revenue, experience. T 111KkZ F/RFF T LIRS ILE R, @
TV A . AR DA S B AR AT R iy R R 45 55 o B, derive benefit from. derive income from #l1
derive satisfaction from )38 il B AIE 1) “FR1G - RIE” KR 5 42 “HiR 55 E2K414 7 : word,
name, meaning, source, data, information, model, study, estimate, IXJSIEHCIR T EH MG R HIR.
e K HORE . A, word, name, meaning 582 51l . RiE MMESHISKIEH 5%, 1M data, information,
model, study 0 2 HIESAARE TG . XWE—ERE LU T30 derive 1EEAR AT
EEME, F=dE “BHZEZE” ¢ power, energy, cell, score, & TUWFE. L2, AWK R
FROOAR, s o AL AR BEGR S S A SR BRI 7 o X S FA T 1A 10 LA s SO B AR R
JIT AL &

SEIRE, derive BRI RCIA AR U« AIHRAE BAVRHE AN [FE AU, H2 8 bs

R PRAEBCEWIRIR” X —BOMEAERE R AR (H2, AR R SO R, B
oy I derive 1ESEPRIEEE 8 L 7, I, 305 22456 FLIRIRHER K 2R 15 St ) #E AT ik — 0 % 42,

4.2. 2EFE

RIPAETE 1) 2 A% F 10 i i B 75 B 50 (grammatical patterns), &SP BE AN RE =D, X4
PAVKIKVLEE derive 72— A —fr B ERFERLH K I, A€ to (1232) B3R U can (186), may (129).
75 5E 17 not (166) LA K — L8 IR 11 directly (91), much (82), primarily (60), largely (56)%% E 45 % &5 1) 52 I 45
e, (HRBEE Q2 ) AN E BTG SS  FREERNA NG R SCRAL 2, BAEE T 5@ iEE
[10]. ik, AHFFEL#E— P W RS aE AR 54T, KI53)id derive M2z 1 2L
HLLF 4 %1, 15 2 Fiok:

Table 2. Distributions of colligation of derive in COCA corpus
% 2. Derive 7£ COCA 1ERIEER R AKX IE D

HKERER 31T Hl

we can derive a new algorithm that satisfies this rule...

DERIVE + NOUN The Federal Reserve is an independent central bank that derived its power in the

aftermath of the Panic of 1997...

DERIVE + NOUN + FROM + --the AMC is deriving excessive profit from its hut operations.

NOUN ...they’re not going to derive some sort of income from working in the place...

BE + DERIVED + FROM + --No excuse can be derived from the ignorance of where the sovereignty is placed.

NOUN This model is derived from the analytic tradition in philosophy.

...the flag may derive from a crusade banner or ensign note...
DERIVE + FROM + NOUN o
Many of the most serious issues derive from data...
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PR R IAT R,  “derive” BERTLME LWahin, WaUAEARLYshia, df 3 AN REEENE T &
Vi L . e e AR AN EIER, @EH T RIASME R MR AR e R R
FEAZGE T, FREEELR P87 MR, HAAREMAARELSS LI O ReE. mAEEH
PR from BF,  WUE— 0 BRASRAR (0 25 SRR, (RN ) s i R AR # T e 2 .

HIvFERS,  “derive” AW H THANES T, ERE TRIEMEENE, JEEML TaERREE, &
WTFARGRE AT . 5ESEEMAL, #ahamsath 7 afEdITE, REERSRIEZ KR,
DA AE 75 B2 MR SR IR AR BT B A8 015 55 o B BRI IE At o IB4b, derive 1EAS K2 i) i 42
A from, X B derive AT HIT =F, REFIBEFRIESIEAE, HHARRRES . . RESEYE
FORUE, WA from ANE]E R

4.3. B X5

SR Sinclair $2 HRIBES, RS 5 B FEEC K — L8 SR (80 41) 9 SCRHIE, 2R R
ESCRALH, e G AR BC A SRR A R RS A, (AR SRR SR [5]. T R
Be VA SR T, 4545 derive YR GIAT, AT UGN LUR LA IE ST -

Table 3. Classifications of semantic preference of derive in COCA corpus

%% 3. Derive 7£ COCA BRI E BB X i 47 28

T S FE ]
. . data, information, knowledge, insights, hypotheses, conclusions, estimates, models,
intellectual acquisition
measures
material benefit income, revenue, revenues, benefit, benefits, profits, wealth, advantage, value, values

linguistic and etymological origin name, word, term, title, meaning, verb, Latin, Greek, Arabic

related to scientific, logical,  empirically, logically, principles, factors, variables, equations, formula, models, stem
biological and natural issues  cells, vaccines, drugs, compounds, plants, embryonic, herd, immunity, energy

subjective experience pleasure, satisfaction, inspiration, hallucinations, images, meaning, strength, legitimacy

7 3 TEMTHL A R IRATT, A derive £ COCA TERHEE 1 UM A £ 2 6 28055 — R EL2 A,
5 EAHSCH ], H HILZE “DERIVE + NOUN” F1 “DERIVE + NOUN + FROM + NOUN” 1, HIsk#Kik
T Hr B HEEE SR — Lol A FN =, B0 “derive information about gravity” . 55 TRRIAME LD

R MAREE BRI R USRS R WON S MBS, 5 “ derive income from the work ” ,
“Governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed” . 55 ZZF AR, ATE B
AR, HRSFRIRRNC SRR, R e B/ 7] from, 41 “a name derived from the word ubig-

uvitous” o FVURIEI R SH# 2. BRBAEEME, % AT “BE+DERIVED + FROM +NOUN” ,
T B ANE S AT N AR, T B AR, L Un“ compounds derived from ribose and deoxyribose”
FNAR L RIS L, FORFIE AN B, O BB Z T HEY BUZ 3RS, 1 “all

adults derive satisfaction from a basic knowledge of science” -
4.4. BXE

ASTR] T8 ST ) (S SCHAA TR 1] 138 SURFIE), 18 R E RTINS E R X, HEZ S8
FECIE T2 2 AR U AR T 5, /i B AT S 1. AN S M) — B SR 5], &£ T Rk
KIS 518 U R B8, AT LRSS H derive FITE . 7E COCA iERIED, derive FEEHH
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BB AT SR, A AL A FD i S o

4.4.1. FRIREIENE

GEA SRR SR A M R GAT R, 24 derive 57E “WFRZHALEE” « “ AL " Xt
VB A SR, HAE O SIS AP, £ “DERIVE + NOUN + FROM + NOUN” 2KBrh, 1
AR T A benefits (1X35) value (WME ) FR M AEARAEHEF 217, HHORIEAA & 15248, B0
SRR H I P S R A (A9 1481 2) o AATTIE ek BEAN I A2 SR 1505 2 )X (satisfaction) i 1% (pleasure)
J&i K (inspiration) 5 #B K /N HIE [ A BE R S0, WL TR BVE 43 By 25 S0 i 2 s ) 5 2 HR A5 s SR (ISR
SIERARLS, A0 e FE R A D s AZ A OB 3. B 4). 7E— LR SCAR T, derive
A CRNRIREL” 8T SRR LIRS, R T R AR i 8. 8 “BE + DERIVED + FROM +
NOUN” IX— i B A& L5 N 45 AR L T AIE B, X PRI (VAR AN 7 S, T2 U5 B AR R 2
T CTHESME M EIHROLE) 5).

5] 1: ...private landowners do derive benefit from some of the services provided by the ecosystems on their land...

%] 2: Embedding Pentaho into Creditability is helping us to derive much more value from our main business assets...
5] 3: ...because they see a need for the work to be done and they derive satisfaction from meeting that need.

4] 4: These articulations derive significant insight from womens labour and everyday networks at the local level, ...

%] 5: Most of our knowledge is derived from experimental animal models.

4.4.2. JHIRAOTE N EY

SR, MHAFER M2, derive ZE/D TR T b I TV ARG TE U . S UL 2, RATAR IS derive
J& 2 515 hallucinations (4J48). paranoia ()55 2 O ERRT,  [RUIX L3R AN B RS 1E M I 3RTS, 17 A2 S Fd
TIRE . 72 “PIBUZ MWL 7 X AME XS, @k “DERIVE + NOUN + FORM + NOUN” %
W Te AR B, 40 profits (FIiE) . gains (F25)5%, H A from J54% “ZEWr” (monopolies) 5 A 103 4+
WHIAT A, AR S SCRE 2 R SR 7). [FIRERTH BB o] B R ILAE “ B ARl in) il o S
M, 41 “BE + DERIVED + FROM + NOUN” HHi 353 & “MIR” (embryos).  “Zh#)ZHZ1” (animal
tissues) S5 A AL AT AR BE IR0 SR, 38 SCEYBH 2 4% [m) 47 T (OL45) 6)

4] 6: Scientists have devised two new techniques to derive embryonic stem cells in mice...

5. 8578

AIAED) COCA ERHE T 1 31 derive FI FER SCHAL, 73 Rll0f FAE IS . SRBRHR . 1 SUAB ) ATE
GBS ST T RGN, BRI, Z)1A derive FEEGIIETCRM MR T 4 FhRECHE:, JEAE LA
Z EFEA 5 MOAFEFE XA, F5, derive 4K Z MUK I T AL AR IITE L, A DR R THR T
WG FUHAR, ¥R SRR — K, BN H IR AR EIERT Y RS SR,
FRATTAT CLTRIVC FE BE 1 ik b A S s PR A DR 285 2 B3] , ] 10 J SO AN e DUl o 3 AR B SRR
A RAYE, 3R SCRAL R Ty AR AR A TR S AR, HUE S IR Th AN AZ A SRR R
W IR S ANE, AL 21 S, TR i e .

SE K
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