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Abstract

Research on metaphors of spatial vocabulary has long been a key research focus in domestic aca-
demia. Nevertheless, existing studies mainly concentrate on directional and locational words, while
explorations of spatial-dimension words that describe the spatial attributes of objects remain
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insufficient. From a cognitive perspective, this paper investigates Chinese spatial metaphors and con-
ducts quantitative analysis on the corpus of “kuan” (wide) and “zhai” (narrow) drawn from the paral-
lel corpus of A Dream of Red Mansions of Shaoxing University. In terms of literal meanings, this re-
search proceeds from three dimensions: dictionary definitions, dimensional sense and area sense.
For metaphorical meanings, the corpus is classified into five domains: scope, psychology, policy, econ-
omy and action, so as to explore semantic extension. Concerning textual application, special attention
is paid to the narrative functions of “kuan” (wide) and “zhai” (narrow) in power relations and charac-
ter depiction. Centering on spatial-dimension words, this study expands horizons for semantic re-
search on “kuan” (wide) and “zhai” (narrow). It integrates linguistic metaphor research with concrete
textual analysis, facilitates multi-faceted theoretical research in semantics, and offers an innovative
interdisciplinary perspective for metaphor studies.
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