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Abstract

This study adopts a conversation analysis (CA) approach to examine the turn design and sequential
deployment of the two confirmation formats “shiba” and “shima” in natural Chinese conversation.
Both forms can submit a proposition to the recipient for confirmation, yet format selection in natural
conversation is far from a simple synonymous substitution. Drawing on a collection of 59 instances
(“shima”: 22; “shima”: 37) built from the transcribed natural conversations of the Peking University
Modern Chinese Spoken Corpus, this paper focuses on the epistemic relations and their sequential
consequences that arise when the two forms occupy the initiating position of a confirmation request.
The analysis shows that “shima” typically keeps the candidate proposition in a relatively open state,
lowers the speaker’s current commitment to the truth of the proposition, and renders the recipient’s
confirmation, correction, or further elaboration highly sequentially relevant; by contrast, “shima” is
normally grounded in a candidate understanding, memory, or expectation that the speaker has al-
ready formed, and—while retaining a certain degree of propositional commitment—invites the recip-
ient to confirm or ratify it. Evidence supporting this analysis comes not only from the final forms them-
selves, but also from the recipient’s subsequent actions and the sequential progression after confir-
mation is achieved. On this basis, the paper treats the two formats as distinct resources for modulating
epistemic stance within confirmation requests: on the one hand they accommodate the participants’
pre-existing relative epistemic states, and on the other they reflexively construct—through concrete
turn design—*“who bears what degree of commitment to the proposition, and who holds what kind of
confirmation right in the next position.” This analysis further demonstrates that the interactional
meaning of Chinese modal forms must be grasped through the joint workings of format, sequential
position, and the participants’ epistemic relations.
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1. 5|8

EHE WY, HIEASETFEE—ACOA AW, D7 BEE R IR A SN T, RN DUE
] T SEiEX AT SRS AR 2, “ORANE T ORI RaEr «gng” AR o, “RIp” 5«
O HAEAR LR A E AR 27, EEEREREARESRRS B 5 i fEA
DB, EAT N I G B Y CORIIN T o EXRE RS Thae BRI, T E AR AR
7] — AT B A ek 7

SR, MBEARSIEMHLSRE, “Re8 e SHIEAT3)” HAEIRE “FTOMERHEIR” o BT “Abkib
HF” (order at all points)FFEAIT W[1] 213 A~FAT: USEEWEZANFTW LA “EE” B,
SERR IR A — A B BRI — sy SRR R ORI A g ARl oaRt 4, At
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g HULE NIEHE A R A RS B AN, B ORI BRI Rl BRI S
el AN R R, SUBRFSCR S T — iR I I AT B 55

HSeX— [, POERTTT iRt 7 m A . P3N, “RI” M hEEx F o E
5AREFRXUT BN PUIRAS BAT U Lin S5([4]3E— 223K W], shiba £E AR B A LLERETA ST KA,
A 0] B A B SRR 95 B AR IC BRI ST 8, L RAR T REBUR T P 5L B AN S 538 BOARHABUR
& HBR[SINILENHL A R H S DGEMNSE F 30, XIR[6]MERELL “Rn” R RIHeHAZ b Ha i)
ThREwIL, JEaties “RW” BAR. R, Li[7IABSIES “HAERTFH” HERR M K RSt E 58
TERATE KA A I Ak B S R RIBEYR, Wu [8]BA K Yao [91F—PH4R/R T “JIB/ N7 1E [
fr B pAE SRl hEe .

KW FOILFEIVET, R R RN BB AN RERL B S AL BRI, A B 4 [
SE M KK MR FR . (HAFAREEIE R, /£ F MM TA0RmAE RIS, S 58t aRe
HFEAFIRE o ASCHT AT M R E AR E SR AR B, OQTE P Ak 2 oy b 24 22 72 J 1 0%
s, Ph RS QAT IR U e S O RS BT AR . R SCE Se AR DR B A% T
HIE U S AR IS HERE, B R AR SRS @I i Bl ie R R e
FESEPR P I BIAE A, B e R Al 3B T R N RALI IS e, IR 5 S A TR A e vt B gt —
AR LUNVPS B

2. NiERARAAR EREE
2.1. NiIESEXEF#HIAThEE

FIZe “nm” g DU IngE R RORT T, R E N ARE SR T SCRRIEANE U om 55 55 T T
TFo MRBPAERIEREE], 7 SRR AR RIRR R E, AR I8 AR S 23— 1
HRIESASE e M. —IEIE SV FTRAREE gy cug” SRR Dy s ST RUIn AT
W, IFMIRIRRAY . DhRE Ul I A0 G HEE M B SR IT AT (8 A [10]; MECZ[11]; FIB[12]; FReEHk[13]
). X BRI TR AREAEAIE RS R E N, R 7B I AR AT DL AR

WE & T 50 e 6] 7 2 T 1) 2> U5 2 TR, PRODIGE [ AR DA 2B 4 B A 2 5 4L A7 Bh AL SR B R
BAESRIFARE N IL B R A, T2 2SI ORI AL B . A S Bt — >l ehfi A Bk
TN gL e, PRl B e iz R A . S, BIESGR . ik, A FrE s “RATE
TR REEREL” e “IMRREM A Bttt 21730, BLREMEH AR T — 4T3 28R o

NOX— R, “RM” AR A ER AR AR T R IR Bl N ARG AT
RinF, el /B ay RS 1€ GREER ;A ORRE ST AR, Rk 2D A Rl A X% Rk
e (K 24 H AR LRGSR AL B F R ARAE ST IR AR X — m E, INRIRZS (epistemic
status)-5 AR A7) (epistemic stance) I X 70 BAT 0 A B : #9055 38 A0 T 58— SRR U AR 0
TS FIAR AT e, 5 2 U W 1 A AE B A1 6 ot 1 35 7% 3R FR S B SR P 2 R R R i LK
[14].

2.2. NIhRER B RIS eI LR
RTHRXWENVIACRER, “RIB” MZRMIIEES HITEK P EF IR SR (3]15ET
BRI, “RIE” BRIGRIESE . FRINFSN, ] DURH [N 45 4ERFE R SEIRRE I DI fE .
Liu [4]3—PAEIRX M 2 DIRENE 5 5 585 XA SUIRESE R R 2 " i AR ER, Er LA
R 2 B CE 1SR BN, AT LR DGR B3R ICE RN IR BEN B RAL B DUE , AT BLAE Y
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newsmark BCMAHX AL AL ERIKLNFE . HeF 2, F— BRI AN — A AL B MR E AR RT3 &
o

“RM” FIFT R RPN AR . IRV EAI T e RS I REREL, R
B ORI TRAER— EEHER P S, Li [71/EE @ RN RO S PR, B RS ILR
W22 Al AVE AR BRI, tag QRS — R M5 2. Yao [9] ELEE LL A 9 1 A2 B HH 1 shiba Al
shima, W] =& &SR] LA BEYhRIL, EURIL AR KRB .

REERHUE N/ (I LLATRENS I — LA DO RETS Bt — D e ) BAR Ak i g . ot 2, =4
TH AR IAERINA RAT B P, EEARIER AR IR P F R DUAT 4 ] DA A
M2 7% 55 5% W B kS Q22 57 R BT 4T 8l A SCEE LRt 20 M B s BCAE B AT SR 1R A S o«
Yk A CadR ik ar bl g, “RS”7 5 R ST X — ik, Sl g lcE 1R —
i e P RO kAT

3. BURS A%

A SRR B E b5 R PR BUE DB R E (PKUC) I 45 HAR G . MM RHC R H & DB .3,
HOR A ULIE AR g s e R R, RIULRERE FH TR B Ants X FTE P MR ss LR 8RR . ACHE
BV 5 0  pr e mly, R 51 SCER RBGE L, DR ATt B TOUA MR e de e IR 4
B BRI, AR SCREAN B AR I E A O

PR 2 29 M o 28 37 4 & (collection) I FE A J7 VE([15]-[17]), A SCE SE LLESE IR “2nE” f1 <2
7 ONKERI, REAEEH bRk R HT S A EAES, SRAA AR IV KRR, DABE RS A
S Bz BT D) BRI PR AR A U S . TR G 3L3RA5 59 i, Hob “ogmm” 22 fl, “&ng” 37
il b5 FEARYE H AR B0 E R F T St AT S AT 1B #T

TEVLHNZ, 59 FIFHFAERT 59 MAIAE R kg A AT RE U ILE R N B, SRS B
SR N AT XS] T S T A A AL S, T A BN SRR AL B A% O IE.
ARSCHARLL 59 F] NS TREMIAIR 22 A N FE ARG . 52 RS T80 T E s
H—i% R R E HIEA T FIRA T, B ey e @R R, AR ERSCE IR —iE e
TR SIS 58 A S8 .

BARM S, A=A ZIERGA LY B—, Bisks i ik dr @ m e, vk Ags
O RREFICAZ . HEWTELHINT: 5=, B Ak 2o B A B X — i, & 0R B Uil A I RE A 7K
W, RGP NCE o =, BCE W RIS, DA R R S A A B LA A 2 B
FERUR B NESINATE) . BB CIE R, BNl 70 b A SRS 23 B 85 00 8 20 B S8 AT 30,
TR — 15 A A A 56 5T — 15 50 W i) 1 2 5 3 B 1Y) B R4

4. “%E” 5 “%HE” E(]ﬁik*git
4.1. RN

Table 1. The formal collections of “shiba/shima” in the corpus
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AAEMEREARRER, R M ORI R AARE . P ARE R S8R
WA T RP RN T RRESHMN, FFABERER TR M DIRERHER %0 iR 2 nl 2
&AL FIFER AP 2 (W 1),

PR SER LD “R 7 L, FFEIE AR /e SE A R TE R B s NI R, g
AT E N AFH LU — A ERAE I KT e JLE £R B I 5 sk 328 24 Ui ) SR it R i HL
SENE, HNCE B N BASOA RO AL E . X2 R IFAGZE PSR K 7 S CRENS R R E 1Y, T2
FE SRR 5 R A AR RIS PP AL DA BB R R R I FAE A

N ICRE 7 R PR RS AR E SROAGE A B R k. BATRES],  “RE” EHEECsiR
Y PR ik A iy R P s RO R s AN I BE DR B S N D T R L B, BRI
XHZIAR T AN . 5L, SCE IR — TR R B AR (5 B 1 o

4.2. WARRETRITRHER

4.2.1. “Z2B”

FEASC B SR RS b, g7 25 M BUEBE N AR R — ik i . (HiAR
iz dr BN E H L e ek B, 52, WIEAIFRE T “Ara8ARE” FRRE, TR A
“ORNG 7 AT CL VR EIL A PR EEORT AR B Oy — AN T BRI BT R I

&A1),

B #(1) PKUC004255

K: RE2RAAAIRES I
K: 25?

M: B, REHFR, ARNFRERRFRRRARAMEKR, AEFFAA L FEAE, RLHZESFC,

K BN T —MRT M WA CRER R EEMRE: “REZRPFONRAMREZIME" . B, X—
TR IFAZ M TE TR AR ARSI 00 ERERRE, K IFRAIER Ry S gk sk,
TAEAE L JE A b “REM ™, A iy 0 P08 2 AP R BT R A5 T I

FWcE MR — 3RO — AT R AL T R SRESE . M EA S K R9TE R A — R IR sl dE T, T
B GEOLE Pl AER UL R I Rk — 2D RO o IS [0 W R e REAE R 4 9 — NSRRI “ XA, H
EIERER, MBI R EA N AT ENE SRR E T OB AR ETE) . 52, K B
DR P ik dn fll, AERL R FEAR 7 0 iZ a0 A BT R Ve, IR MR —FILE KA
B

KB 44 B HE

A F&(2) PKUC007341

M: oo REHEA, AR (RHT) &)L, kRO, ARIBREAXK.
M: Rl =4, &%5?

T: 2, B HEIAA, REIZAAGKZILLE LR LFERGE L,

M A “RE” ZRrSadih “H=A", P AREIEIX LAY <7 & B AR Y AR T .
EAERAILGL, MBS 7 — MR B, BERH “HRB=A, 27 XX E BT R . X
—H, M IR R E A COARAREERE, AENIRIERA 0 ar AR & T o i T il sz IR

=

BN o

T HEINE— D EoR TIXMFFIAN . X7 HREEEEMIN, B RN B=D N7 XEik
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TR, il “RJE 7 FRARE R . XE “HA - iR - JBIT WASUT U, TS M
WIRT 1R FE AL BN — AN Z B AR HHARYERGE RO fRiE . Bateil, “=N” LI BT A 2 5
ik CARFNE” , MR IEU A SRR H 1 A R ZE RN EIHBORIRES

RWASEEILFERD], =2 SN EIF AR T 3 N S AEM LRSS, TET e
AR 1 A e i 2 BT AR U o DU N TT DATE — 28, H R e i rig g %, EfnEd “2n”
i AL e 24 PR 75 B 2 RS R R W A B

4.2.2. “Z=mm”

CRENE” R RT DU SRS B0, B i B i A AR EE T SR B S R . A e
I, BiTE NGB O JER AR IR R iz FIT . Q2B AR “ne” BRAS T BB S e
FERRCE BB A OISR IR — T30, FIFASE Rl B il A B 5 xhHZ Bk fE .

& K (3)o
¥ #(3) PKUC002168

L: st,
C: Rg, HEBRAMBTREENY.

L: FRAHZAERERCTHEE,.

C LL“F37 gyt S uioe LR A], fEL R BOR. X B RO AR IFROn# i <8 7T
st ML T “RHAEERMESR, BRI - Blitt, fRisAsoah C 24k, #ik
PTG B EAE S5 AR KB B S, TR — I/ A B o

L A —Aify “xb” mioep 7T —18%e. FHERERRE, C ENRIRX—m N5 RIS &5
FORR IR, WAHSSHE RS ERELZER. C WELSETHER, £25FEK, “NW” B4
A& LLSE B ISR B A IE Bl B SfG (R o ade B £h e T DL A IR SR A 3 R Jk i

KBS ETT LR IR LR,

¥ Ex(4) PKUC007517
X: e R AR AR IR R T — AN RA IR, &
A X,

B: #& 74, ¥k

X EIERTFRMEM “ie/s” , WIBita mi a2 O BEA 2, AR IR X — I RRIR
RILGHAR M SEFEM MR Tl X —J7i s B O T A ARBERE N R FIR, 575 —J5
T AT — ik T 1252 52 45 A k.

A UL BREAESZ X IR, BEJE B AbSE “E T, R XITEEE BARE PR, XA
JRERR FERIBIAT, RN 5 MR A A B WS A PRSI INE S HIEEENR, &
FARI T — AT 230 B Se vl DUBE N BEA (R IE B ORSE . (& B R AN )G, AR —
W “OARE + RN LT

Bk, RN ARSI SR A B A R S A E R K+ WrE, TR Mgl i EIREr
ok . Ytk AR B EH O i R RIER,  [R]N i ie B Oy T DO X — i T AR A, 15 2 81
PR — 7
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5. g
5.1. AR SINRAZRESS:

BT BT R, RN F1 “JRne” Ra] DL AR AT SR, A s Ot 35 1 N 500 12 i 2 []
RAMIB AT A . 5% Heritage [14]26 TABUIRES SINRSLIAIIX 43, AT DR AR SO SR (1 3
17 B N A SR PN B 0 — A RIS, 1T A2 5 A ELARFHE T 1 [ 52 2591

fEX—idEsg b, <R BRI At M. il A RME SR ik, AR PR
T RR ELAE A AT AR, AR A E IR B B SRR P FUAR DG E . <RI MITEREE “fg
WORIE” B3 B AR B B A B MRS I, B 1 7 AL TR ) 2 A 15 A X — R AT
o Ht, REUERAOCRR] “BEMGRT” , O RBIUEARIHE KA s . W T — 0 BT
B2 B AL (LA 1)

FRINIE R BRI VRS

e poalul
ﬁ‘ﬁﬁw_ﬁ%ﬁm - BiiE AR AR RIEE K - iﬁﬁﬁ)\ﬁ(i:%ﬁe%ﬁ
R T P 28 H (R EAINIAL ERYA i

Figure 1. The relative epistemic stance of “shiba/shima” in confirmation requests

B 1 “R/Z2R” EFAERPREIHAIRIIG

DR S, 1B 1 TR R MR e e, T AN T DA TR LR E A . Q) B
R AR RN MR AT DU R AR RN ORI IR ANSER TR S, By R AR
St YLl N B0 E BEAE TR BRI, PRI S SR N S 5 H AR BT S R AR ER AT
IES Gl RO e/

5.2. oMY RARIMIASESSNARSHX Sy

RIS “ RN/ BRARARRIAE K N R I LL E A R, 1X—Z i 32 255 AN IR
(epistemic stance) 2 [ 14]. SRT, H IR TE F RIS R [0S 7K 3G #h2PE ) (social stance): 1518 A\ @i
& EFEANGARS “ e ar R E ", ARG 58I Z 8] (115 B (alignment/affiliation) . [HT*(face) 5§
thoy - KRYEEE . DK, BT ESIAER, AR EAN RS S S S I A (R —HESE o LB 52

EMIERE B, BAHHAX S 5E “BaBirg” 5 “HELFEARDIRES” o #8500 %) 1,
SVt ANFE B E R s <R/ 2 B o R AR R B S e v, BI—F0 “RRHSLg”
M2 5FH A TR Z e S br 548 2 /M5 B R AW, A€ 5 RRNALG e M. 52,
M IR B AN BN HRAS I B, 1 FAE B8 g M 240 I A TF R I — PR B .

IERIX—X 5, fi “SREISPER/R” BONERE R 8. 2538 4 F B2 2 A 91 e i fr
FRLL N BT, BREL R RBUNFARIRIE ? NS E, X R R RS T
WEEFREE—— “2MW7 @i FEAE, OB S EICE, BERRssmAW, toAx Ty R
BIES RRFIRIAE ;R WAELRE B SRR R, DUSIR M R &S5 A F, A B IE
HIWT & vl Rerr SR AU R 77 Bk L, A% R FE DR N PUIRS R 8, RS 5 #H MR SHIGE
Fhx - KRRMEAT SIS VE IR K AN, RBfS “ RN/ 2nm” M iH ik 4l K8 < - DhREXT B,
HANEFE N HINETZ1H
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5.3. PN ESHBRABXEAF

IR VLT IRE SRR R “ B RO BN WER, BAFR— B BHEAARFFFIAL
B, RHHRSOER AP X GICH R U], # A BEM 2 7 B4 I [ € Zhe
e A T — AN B ML B S«

B #(5) PKUC00738
M: AkFEEEIZAZRKKA G,
T: #&v2,

M: %, 2RI, HIRSEARFEN, LELRRKRERMEY KT,

XHE T 1 RN A R — MR A R MOIA, TR HIE M D RIMERZE.
M Bl 5 A 1F Rk “XAR” B T, e BSR4 SE RN YR XA 5 BEA R 5006 T 5] RiAL
& shi ba 15 BTN REA —8L[4] [8] [9]: ARG EA S, HELETFHFHES LA,

Rl ARSCESS 4 WAL &4 RS TG SRORALE, AR >y “Jm”
FLEARE o [FIEE,  “2ng” thn] DLZEBISCHTE B LLE RIA S Bk, FUHAL S . FHlf BrEiX
HUAE IR SRR, IR e — M 2 T St AT R AT B A AR O AL 2R %A

5.4. DR ZIMRIER

BRI M2 “ R [k OESE, (BTSRRI AR X Al e
. ORI LR M, RO AR AT DL S HAb A A e ok PR R, XAk AT
SE ARSI AT[18] PUBERIAIE R Aty DOR S BRI H A IR .

58 INPURIRRIL REWs LR A (i ak dm el Atk P Br(4) ) “IL/8” EX Mamdl 23Uy A IL12,
DIk “Rm” FEARENAAARSE N2 £ AR L “ Az FHE, Hi “Niz” g
112 A BN HEWT PRI o FABLBE IR BETE N BB AE R — A AN A% A S VR 15 8 S0 sy il ) AR VAR
Hok, BEEMEIRN LA A S AT S BT R B MOSE “EEAYT, RS A ¢
=AY, 27, SO IR ARNURE &, TR R AR SR SR N RS B A BRI . i tmT I,
—AMRAE R AT SAE LR B e A e PR, I ) AR SR BRI AT B PP SUAR A

U S BN AR 2 5 TR AT SR SE s e “xE” O] S5 g ] [a] R AT AR 9%
PR EHINESD: Bk IR SR IT W AT e 4k SE ORF A S AL B IR RONIX LB R RS 5“2
WA/ AN AL A, Pl 1A A A% A B B AR DA N B s T B BRI ARSE I IE BR b A
MOLE . FMBENICT EACHE. (S0, FEE . 'R SRR BLOAFRIERIE PN R —H 5
THEZR . dRfe, PR 305 HA RS BRI U R B BRSO 108 3o ASOFAMBUE A7 —
AMSETHA) . AT CL B SR A CABUE” o 25 SRR B OO RIR A B AR
&3 (EATTRR thodid 22 ” | APURIERIECL RS S EIN, 38 “iff HATERE"  “ WA B
W CHER ORI T A5 SRR B R . A ARG REA VIR R, S 5MEOARKR.

55 RAEWABRRGTN “RIG/ZI” : 5 “RFR" “XHB” M

NG EENL AT, AT RN T DGR R B AR RGBS DB AT
FFE KA A% OF AR AP Ar: JRBER “RAGE” (I IR AR E? 7 ) BIERIFSIIE
A A E AR W TTHOE, IF AR A AT RRARIC ol R s X MG <R, AR
BLme” RiE—E ARR S, (EHRAKIN T — DN OEMOR R WA Z R EMINEA . B2, 2/
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JELL R Rt HATR I SERGEES BT AR S SEh < S A R O T o
1 (R B A 1 R VRIS, I — P9 3 TF R AS ST R T 0 R

= H I EATUE H, A M S LB R 5 I 2R, R
5 X S AL TR RS2 S BRI ER R G AT R R B EA <y
R 55 AR Ay AR AR T WA K — R AATR, HECIER PR B AR S AR LA AT
B WIBX— RGRE, BEARSEIL RN/ RN X LR HRE TR, AR SR AR W il R
MR RS SRR b7 RS HESI SR AIALSUE I 5, Sl RIRIL” |5 <A “xf
ML 3 P N SE KR S W R DABR
6. &EVE

ASCLLAL 3R S ARDOE FHEEBHE ) B AR 1 N EEAl, X “J2ng” Al “2ie” ZERfAIE R T itk
REFHAT 72l A G S E TE e N “ S5/ IEDERRIS, T2 W EA15EhR
WP AU R, 25 55k o R AT R B 1 L A RS S AT ST Ab BRI —figik, DA SR B AR
T IE R SR AR AT B IR A

WEFER ], PP TCHE AR08 3 — A o e WS 75 AL B AN S I, (R AT SR I AN [ 7
NV o 2N 38 AU iy R DR R CE AN TR IORPIRAS s AR 1 A0 sV i kil IFR
HECE o AR A . B IEBUCBR AR “R IR IR OREE U E N AT P EIE B . 1212
BT, VAR BRI S e FE R R, BRI MRABOA RIX — BEA ik . 3 12 7 s AR
WONESFEE IR, AR TS KA E R ST G 22751 |

FENCE K SEBR IRl BONIX —r Mt 7ok B B N FBEIEYS . 7E ORI RUHR Y SEg e, T xf
Mo & g 14 71 2RI AT 58 Ot BEAT (3 PRI A T HESD P Sl gk 48 fE “2ng” s, ik, EiA.
16 TEANME JE T ) B Bt A P g e i A B o X BT BRI IR 2 RV fw m) T AETC AR 2 - D
XN

Wik F, ‘R W HAE A RFETHMIRRN 2 h. FH6E R R ER
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