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Abstract

This paper takes the essential attributes of translation and computationalism—the theoretical
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approach underlying machine translation—as its research objects, aiming to explore the inherent
limitations of applying the computationalism paradigm to translation activities. It first reviews the
historical theoretical development of the essential attributes of translation and clarifies that trans-
lation is characterized by contextual dynamism, socio-cultural embeddedness, and subjective crea-
tivity. It then expounds the theoretical connotations of computationalism as the logical approach of
machine translation and analyzes the core logic of symbolic computation, formalized semantic com-
putation, and connectionism. The study finds that computationalism handles the transfer of linguis-
tic meaning through formalized and static mathematical operations, which is in fundamental and
structural conflict with the essential attributes of translation: the computationalism paradigm
struggles to adapt to complex contexts, to recognize the profound cultural connotations of language,
and to simulate the subjectivity and creativity of human translators. The study indicates that ma-
chine translation supported by computationalism is only applicable to standardized texts and
therefore has clear theoretical and practical boundaries.
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HARGRMNE A R KA RANER AR, RN SRR T8k, X ERAF SRR LN
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MIEGERIRT ST SR DR Rl T 0 RIRFIRIFIE, Hs AT I TH 52 O REFVEAE R 10 R AT
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PR R e 455, LR T RHRRE B 2 AL A BB AR
5. &5

it LR, R SGE SRR M RPE, G TR S B EE . BE
NS B3R A b 58 . RFETHR B SCE A, VLS stl Vi S 1T 5 IRl e, FERHBOTIR.
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