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Abstract: China's dual economic structure, dating back to the mid-19th century, was strengthened after the
foundation of People’s Republic of China owing to the adoption of the catching-up and surpassing strategies,
which gave priority to heavy industry development. In 1978, the economic reforms was initiated in mi-
cro-economic units and the success in agricultural and rural reforms reduced the discrepancy between workers
and farmers as well as the urban and rura areas, so the dual economic structure had been weakened during the
period of 1978 to 1984. Since 1985 the cities' economy had grown rapidly with the reform beginning in cities.
However, the agricultural growth slowed down, which once again led to the strengthening of the dual eco-
nomic structure. From then on whether it is from the view of the agriculture and non-agricultural comparative
productivity or from the dual contrast coefficient, China's dual economic structure has been eased, but very
slowly. On one hand, the relatively slow development of the tertiary industry has affected the conversion of
the employment structure. On the other hand, the urbanization lags behind the economic growth, which
enlarges the difference between the urban and rural areas. Therefore, in order to promote the transformation
of China'sdual economy it is essential to accelerate urbanization, for it can spur the development of the terti-
ary industry aswell as the transfer of the surplus agricultural labor force to non-farm jobs.
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Table 1. Comparativelabor productivity of agriculture and
non-agriculture and dual contrast coefficient

# 1 RUSIERUEESHE~ER TN RY

Eh okl R E el ekl

X b F 5 XfH R
1952 06 30 0.2 1981 047 214 0.22
1953 055 32 0.17 1982 049 21 0.23
1954 055 322 0.17 1983 049 204 0.24
1955 056 3.22 0.17 1984 05 19 0.26

1956 054 293 0.18 1985 045 091 0.24
1957 05 318 0.16 1986 044 187 0.24
1958 059 158 0.37 1987 045 1.83 0.24
1959 043 194 0.22 1988 043 1.83 0.24
1960 036 223 0.16 1989 042 1.88 0.22

1961 047 28 0.17 1990 045 1.83 0.25
1962 048 3.39 0.14 1991 041 187 0.22
1963 049 341 0.14 1992 037 1.88 0.2

1964 047 337 0.14 1993 035 184 0.19
1965 046 3.37 0.14 1994 037 175 0.21
1966 046 3.37 0.14 1995 039 1.66 0.24
1967 049 3.26 0.15 1996 04 161 0.24
1968 052 3.16 0.16 1997 038 161 0.24
1969 047 337 0.14 1998 037 1.63 0.23
1970 044 338 0.13 1999 035 1.88 0.19
1971 043 325 0.13 2000 033 193 0.17
1972 042 318 0.13 2001 031 198 0.16
1973 042 313 0.14 2002 031 207 0.15
1974 043 3.03 0.14 2003 03 203 0.15
1975 042 296 0.14 2004 031 205 0.15
1976 043 278 0.16 2005 0.27 159 0.17
1977 039 277 0.14 2006 026 155 0.17
1978 04 245 0.16 2007 026 151 0.18
1979 045 229 0.2 2008 0.27 148 0.18
1980 044 225 0.19 2009 027 145 0.19
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Table 2. Output value structure of threeindustriesand
employment structure (%)

] 2. ZRFI ISR SRR (%)

AL R B
EH m—- B B B B B bbbl
G s e
1952 50.5 20.9 28.6 83.5 74 9.1 33.0
1978 28.19 4788 2394 70.5 17.3 122 42.3
1979 3127 4710 2163 69.8 17.6 126 385
1980 30.17 4822 21.60 68.7 18.2 131 385
1985 28.44 4289 28.67 62.4 20.8 16.8 34.0
1990 27.12 4134 3155 60.1 214 185 33.0
1995 19.86 47.18 32.86 52.2 23.0 24.8 323
2000 15.06 4592 39.02 50.0 225 275 34.9
2001 1439 4505 40.46 50.0 22.3 27.7 35.6
2002 13.74 4479 4147 50.0 214 28.6 36.3
2003 12.80 4597 41.23 49.1 21.6 29.3 36.3
2004 1339 46.23 40.38 46.9 225 30.6 335
2005 1212 4737 4051 44.8 23.8 314 32.7
2006 11.11 4795 4094 42.6 25.2 32.2 315
2007 10.77 4734 41.89 40.8 26.8 324 30.0
2008 10.73 4745 4182 39.6 27.2 33.2 28.9
2009 1035 46.30 43.36 38.1 27.8 34.1 27.8
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Table 3. International comparison of employment structure (%)

= 3. HEhR A EHE ERREEE (%)

Ex A F—ralk ol H=rk
B[] 1991 2.1 276 70.3
*H 1991 29 25.6 715
JIE-DN 1991 45 22.8 72.7
R 1989 55 36.3 58.2
bPE 1991 57 29 65.2
HA 1991 6.7 344 65.6
] 1991 16.7 356 471
i} 1988 24.2 23.3 525
i 1991 47.4 19.8 22.8
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Table 4. Urbanization lagging behind industrialization and
non-agriculturalization (%)

+® 4. Wb AHET TR AAIERKETERE (%)
FEhy AR TALEEE ARR A Sl A S ok 3R A E kA

1952 125 17.6 495 5.10 37.00
1957 154 254 59.7 10.00 44.30
1965 18 31.8 62.1 13.80 44.10
1978  23.69 4788 7181 24.18 48.12
1980 24.85 4822 69.83 23.38 44.98
1985  25.68 4289 7156 17.20 45.88
1990 26.32 4134 7288 15.02 46.56
1991  26.67 4179 7547 15.12 48.80
1995  27.97 4718 80.14 19.20 52.17
1996  28.89 4754 8031 18.64 51.42
1997  29.76 4754 8171 17.78 51.95
1998  30.60 4621 8244 15.61 51.84
1999 3139 4576  83.53 14.37 52.14
2000 3212 4592 8494 13.80 52.82
2001  32.78 4505 8561 12.27 52.83
2002  33.60 4479  86.26 11.19 52.66
2003  34.45 45.97 87.2 11.52 52.75
2004 3521 4623  86.61 11.02 51.40
2005  36.04 4737  87.88 11.32 51.84
2007  38.12 4734  89.23 8.35 50.24
2008  38.99 4745  89.27 7.55 49.37
2009  39.90 4630 89.65 6.40 49.75
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