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Abstract

Taking Wanxichong as a study case, this paper expounds the developing process of rural tourism
destination based on the life cycle theory. Dividing the tourism development of Wanxichong into
stages with four major indicators including tourism development status, infrastructure, industrial
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structure and farmers’ livelihood, this paper clarifies the stage characteristics and development
trends of Wanxichong systematically in order to propose a sustainable development path for
Wanxichong. This study determines that Wanxichong was currently in the development stage, and
a predictive analysis was made that it was about to enter the consolidation stage. In the end, we
put forward four proposals to promote the sustainable development of rural tourism in Wanxi-
chong, such as protecting ecological environment while developing tourism, realizing the sharing
of regional tourism resources, promoting infrastructure construction that needs to be closer to the
satisfaction of tourists, and improving the enthusiasm of Wanxichong livers to participate in tour-
ism.
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Table 1. Stage divisions and main characteristics of the tourist destination
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Figure 1. The life cycle of Wanxichong
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