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Abstract

The digital competence of village cadres plays an important role in promoting the realization of rural
governance digitization, and the study of the factors affecting the digital competence of village cadres
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is conducive to the effectiveness of rural “digital governance”. This study takes village cadres in Si-
chuan and Chongqing as the research object, mines primary data through in-depth interviews, and
adopts the research method of rooted theory to explore the deep-seated reasons affecting the digital
capacity of village cadres. It is found that the digital ability of village cadres is affected by internal and
external factors, of which the internal factors include subjective conditions and technology perception
and application, and the external factors include support availability and development environment,
and the internal and external factors are embedded together as an organic whole, which have an im-
pact on the digital ability of village cadres. To fully leverage the role of village cadres in the practice of
“digital governance” in the countryside, it is necessary to promote the return of the value of the inter-
nal subject and the concerted efforts of the multiple external subjects.
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Figure 1. Schematic diagram of grounded theory coding
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Table 1. Examples of open coding results
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Table 2. Initial conceptual categorization
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Figure 2. Structural model of influencing factors of village cadres’ digital ability
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