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Abstract

In the new era of development oriented towards high quality, the primary contradiction faced by
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urbanization in China lies between high-level socio-economic living conditions and long-term une-
ven and inadequate urbanized carrying spaces. Urban villages, as a major component of uneven and
inadequate urban spatial development, pose one of the greatest challenges to achieving high-qual-
ity urban development in China. Current research on the renewal and transformation of urban vil-
lages tends to focus on those in coastal cities with mature development, while research on those in
small and medium-sized cities is relatively lacking. Therefore, this paper takes urban villages in the
peripheral areas of small and medium-sized cities as the research object, defines the scope of re-
search for such urban villages, compares them with those in large cities, studies the potential issues
faced in their renewal and transformation, and explores suitable strategies for their renewal and
transformation.
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Figure 1. Schematic representation of the development process of urban villages during urban expansion
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Figure 2. Schematic representation of the concept of urban villages in the urban fringe area
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