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Abstract

In recent years, with the acceleration of industrialization and urbanization and the aggravation of
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environmental problems such as air pollution, water pollution, soil degradation, etc., local govern-
ments’ collaborative environmental governance has gradually presented four modes in its increasing
development: horizontal collaborative governance mode, vertical collaborative governance mode,
cross-boundary collaborative governance mode, and hybrid collaborative governance mode, and
despite the fact that the cross-boundary and hybrid collaborative governance modes are the current
trend, horizontal collaborative governance mode and vertical collaborative governance mode serve
as the basis of cross-boundary collaborative governance mode and hybrid collaborative governance
mode may be more efficient in certain scenarios in practice, so what kind of scenarios the local gov-
ernment chooses to solve the environmental problems becomes the focus of this paper. So far, there is a
lack of systematic comparison and selection basis for local governments’ choice of the above modes, so
this paper explores and compares the four modes of local governments’ collaborative environmen-
tal governance, and finally proposes an optimization path for the choice of local governments’ col-
laborative environmental governance modes.
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Table 1. Comparison of horizontal, vertical, cross-boundary and hybrid collaborative governance models
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