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Abstract

This study empirically examines the impact of the digital economy on the urbanization of China’s
floating population, utilizing data from the 2017 National Migrant Population Dynamic Monitoring
Survey and prefecture-level city statistics. Drawing upon established methodologies, we constructed
a Digital Economy Development Index at the prefecture-level city scale and developed a novel, multi-
dimensional evaluation system for floating population urbanization comprising six dimensions and
eleven tertiary indicators. The findings reveal that: First, the development level of the digital economy
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exerts a significant positive effect on the urbanization process of the floating population. Second, the
generally low and highly heterogeneous educational attainment within the floating population con-
stitutes a key barrier to their integration into urban life and to narrowing the gap with local resi-
dents. Simultaneously, this educational disparity leads to uneven access to digital dividends among
the floating population, thereby potentially widening internal differences in urbanization levels.
This highlights the risk that digital economic development may exacerbate existing inequalities
within this group.
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Table 1. Calculation method of the floating population urbanization index
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Table 2. Description of variables and descriptive statistical results
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Table 3. The results of the relative urbanization of the floating population with the standard sample as the denominator

3. LUREMAA D BHEUREIA OB T RUMNESER
e g HME brifEZE w/ME S ON|

WA O RAL 169,980 0.69 0.17 0.23 1.15

4.2. WFLFHBMESR

ARSI 2017 FEMLL TR UORBEATIT T, A LRI A AN 7 B il 2017 R A7 A5 SR 5k
JEAKPREATINEE, 5% CATHETURS 2017 SEM R M AU Bk REATIEE . 3 4 9B o X PS4 2R

Table 4. Measurement results of the 2017 digital economy index in Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Shanghai
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Table 5. Benchmark regression results
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Table 6. Heterogeneity analysis results
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