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Abstract

Using data from the 2021 China General Social Survey (CGSS), this study examines the role of digital
capital in mediating the relationship between individual capital and expectations of social class mobil-
ity. The study verifies three core hypotheses by constructing a system of indicators to measure eco-
nomic, cultural, and social capital, and by introducing digital capital as a key variable in the new era.
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First, digital capital significantly and positively affects individuals’ expectations of social class leapfrog-
ging within the next ten years. Second, the accumulation of digital capital is positively driven by eco-
nomic, cultural, and social capital. Third, digital capital indirectly transmits the effects of the other
three types of capital on class mobility expectations. Empirical results show that cultural capital and
social capital have a strong positive effect on individuals’ expectations of social class advancement. In
the digital age, traditional capital can positively influence individuals' expectations of social class ad-
vancement through digital capital as a mediating variable. The study reveals that inequality in the ac-
cumulation of capital in the digital age may exacerbate class stratification and suggests policy recom-
mendations to promote social mobility, such as popularizing digital skills and enhancing information
accessibility.
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A BCTIAR, R B BOREd A R HERE T, By S A fERE A [ R80T R R S BRI g
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TR 22 R REAS L], AT R e PERBRIT . a2 RaiiiE
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RAF I Z W
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PRI R, — 7T, BT EOR R R R SR AL, XA B TR A1 it — PR s &
&, TP B — I, BUFEORAR B P A 2 R AR R R SIS AR AN BR ], BEHRANH BT
PRI MAAE R TR IOSA SR T B S5 70 2, WA IR R I Tt i 2A5 3R 7] -

BHEHCFINARR R, CAFARINET A, R A SRR SRR AT AR, Hi
HSr Z WA, BN TSRS 5N, BorE B RE B R B R, (B H AT
LI IR, i ROEATEINT, SRR SO . A TR L R = S B A e e R B AR T A
RTANMARIB E RN, MRS o Rl AE b E A 2 REH T R, B BRI AR
R WA Relt— DR R 20, WG M R ASR O L & . Bk, RSB BEAE
NECFIRACT R B, AEMASEAR S RS U2 W sh Al B E SR MBS E .

LR EPNIR, AT OB TP T A2 R ARSI R, DA e S A B AR 7 R
A B AMETFRAER I, WA T, BF RN R, M MEE2E R
NPT A RN, da 2021 4 rp [ ZR G i 1 B (CGSS) B HEAT SR M, DUIIIE S A 2 i
Ao B Ay — o B 0 o A A B AR A 2 B SR s T 2R R R A AL

2. R

B R AR RR, B A S BRSO B MR IRIUE B SE R S5  1RTHBETISF KR
P S a AN IS AL DO NS kv €/ NE7 QO (SN g VAR E N s 8 P14 €1 R (S G (R AV S
HIPBT B, A KEME R, BRSNS B RS B SEHE A IR A RIR[8]. B BEAE I A 4%
A5 BAWHE, BRI e [EM A, B AONER, BlE RS e MR 2R
AL ERE . WE . SCHOATR BIBERITE . AE e fr S o R, B BEA SR AR A 2R BEAC AT 7E AR S
U FRERAT AR R, XA SR DL T B B B A B0 AR KRB IR BRI BE 0 (K T o

B, R 1 HFEARSHIMERRRK 10 ELIASHRERIT R B

BT BANFRE AL Z BN RBAREN . T AR KAMEELTRN . GEt AL AR, AR
I HISEATMEE RE ST RAFANFIR B Z IR B T HRE, AANFMALRESE; B TSP mzEsR, SUex
IR AR T PR R R, DUSE AP R T B SR BUKCT, AR A B, SO R TR IR
AMAK TR RE B U4 BUIRBN S AN, X TFTRE AT RE T R AOFIE BEIR R IRAN A, I ST BEA R 22 552
AN TR SRR SV E MR T2 R [0 AT AL MIZ ARG E R AMA, d .
REfE fHEAR, AL e SR AFEZ  JER BeR i, SR T AR B IS E10].
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H A 07 A, HESN AL 2t oD ) 1 BT R AR AE A,y T i R 2R BORL) phE PEAE
F AP BERHOINA SO E MR T b 2 AR ZE R R 2 EhRiE. WA, LifE B, £
FTRARNE R R EEAE ), B AR G MR A 2 55 B iR 28 R E RIER [11] . 23T
WA AR BEANS A NS [ 207 AR R, BT A FEAMABEARRBE AR, 74 T AF
W JZ TS T
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Ulo JEH] STATA AR EAR#AT AR . p#ir. EER B R, X “AREE” “IHER1E” 15 R
HUHSRRACHE, HIERNBFIANTY O B AE, e D EE R TEA i R 4 R R 2. HIBREE
5K J5 36 70t 5528 %A R A -

(1) MEBEANEZ . A ERT ZRBARRE X, G AR MATA T Mt E[12], £k
PREGZETERA IS, — DN I E BT AT fr . 5, AMARSebR B I = R R
KON, IXRAFE A LLis R A A FR R 58—, AT NSRRI R &, B ST
BRRBTYON IR SRE BT BEA R TN 5 SRE T AR IR 22 G st (R T SRR K, MR L R A5 L i
AT LR TR, XMl LA TR TERE S, MR A5 A 3 E R A 2 A T
SRR RE . DI, 2 3F BEAS AR N AR AN BT i 4 53 2 1 2 5 A 7y T AT 4 e i L
i, BIERISEERIE DL, XMREEIN Y 0 B9 AT A1 Fx -

SBAZAR 5 NHALIRAG AL GALA RA B S v 7, BaE R, ZHiL
A=A, Hi BRI S BEAR TR 3 SR SR BEE e e i AL T N B B i —Fh
“CREANERS” B A7 A EE AN TS T SR, 5 AR SO RSO BEAS, 5 U5 T A S i B
BRI, BB AR 2 M SCAL e WA 3 (AR R oAk 20 AR K SCAL B AR A R A5 A7 4
HISCALER TR, PRI W 22 SIS ;T ] B2 A A0 SO B3 AR I8 1o ) 2 SR SRAT B ST R S, 2 BRI
NERBE BT, VTR E ARSI AR, SRS B REER, Ll
o P R B AONES AR R INEAEL . EEIREILN, SRR MR AE, A, 1%
M MR ANEEIE , RN 12 4, HIFiAEN 16 48, (R, e Pe . SRl
SEN 18 4F, ARHEAEMRAAREL 2 HEIARN) A 22 4, BHFEINEN 25 4£[13].

2 AT R R A B AR AL S48 (1 S O RO BR IRV AE ST, A A SR M AL =M
RG], AN B A 2 R R AR S TR, ARSI R IR T AL R R, 5
i B YK KT R BE[14] 5 A W48 1) 57 T Ak S M B 0 ) 5 B v X AN [R) S 2R ek 2 R R B s Pt o
ZAFFRMIRAE, SRS 52, BMES AR ARSI B 2 A KR
SRAE NI AT RSO, A ITTSEM A5 AN R FE 4R 2 T8 SR BT ) AfE 5 REEE[15]

EROHREE LG BRI ARE, ASCHE TIEEAMA =7 “ B IR R R (L 1).

Table 1. Measurement index system of individual capital endowment

# 1 MEEFREENEETER

ok sah7 sebrHd
P M 5 N £ 4E(2020 4F) R4 IAIRN £ 2 ()
SRR FEHAL 65 R MR BE 2 BOAR L E 7 38 T8 — 42
o ot A2 R D AR e 2
AR A R
. ok A 7 2 PR 6] 23 IS A B 0
AL A ot A 2 PR 2 ) 7 i
R AL L A SRR IR (4)
7E H AT 2 LA O 22 B B (2 LML )
N L% ot o 7E A RN DR 2 DR (A7 30)
RENTAMSML)ER? (1= /& 0= &) (EWE)
o RAENAKEHART(EM?
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(2) B RAME o B BT AR 52 2 B v fid B M AN B A3 B R O T (R RS o R o R PR I 3 R — AN A

A EMEIR R, T A AR B, R ERIR T fid R E A T R AR R S, Tk

Tl S A R BT R AR B MR R, AR BRI A S, RIVE A A e 0 AN BEIRAS B R
A, P T8 SR &, R il Ve S SRR E R, AT

Digital Capital = Access x Use (€D)]

(3) FARER S, FARERE A SRR “SaRR, €IS MLS |,
EANETAL OB 22 7 RXDBAL R ZOWE: “GUNE 10 FRE R ERA SR L2 " R
REASKAEAL AL 2GR HUN, RV A AL 200 2 BN S DL BT AL 20 R 2, 5 DN E
S SOSTUANRAE IR RARTE, 9 Sk T s SONTUSIAAAL 2R AR 24Tt

¥ 8 TR L7 BRI AL SR LR SR 2 S, 3 L 1A 28 VA
SR A2 AL ST AR5
3.2. SLIFREGE

AL 25 2 B BRI, M7/ 0SB 2E R0 B ERRE O o
o B ERR A A A BN, RESIWYE BT N 5 MR B VA LY AL 2 A2
IO, FEERCRIA 0= H AR VAR BRI, SEITRRCT VAR A I BB BN
WGP, NTTRAESCR A, e, 30 LA B

P A 5 B (Capital ) = £ 57 % A (EC) + UL B4R (CC) + 445 ¥ 4% (SC) )
exp = c Capital + e, 3)

digitl = a Capital +e, 4

exp = ¢’ Capital + b digitl +e, (5)

Hrr, ey e,y e NIRZEDL, BRI REGE B AR X R AR SN, HALR) K RECN B AT 4
RN, B (AR BRIEH T BARRN)E, PSR R AR RN, RBCRAEIEH T
AR )G, H AR R R I BRI . A SORER ATZE AR A RS AT AR 0

RIS, AN FEEGETHAR R AR Dl A i, RIAERe . R, P EEE I USRS . BuaTI S, *PAE
SABALHEAT logit [V 53 BT o

4. {iREG

IR AR R AR M RA MR GE T AE R AN AL 2 PR AESL IR, 215 5 i R A
VYN UES (SRV IS SR EPNTEZ (&

Table 2. Descriptive analysis of categorical and numerical variables

= 2. AT EMBER T BRI

KHARE FRAE 53 E (%) R E S (%)
5
F(=1) 3679 45.15 45.15
%(=0) 4469 54.85 100
it 8148 100
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i3k
1
B8(=1) 5794 71.11 71.11
AU (=0) 2354 28.89 100
&t 8148 100
FERE
ek (=1) 3219 39.93 39.93
Ak H1(=0) 4842 60.07 100
it 8061 100
TR
R(=1) 1563 19.76 19.76
75 (=0) 6345 80.24 100
it 7908 100
BEHZE R AE HE bk % R/ME RKME
FAE R (K 3) 5865 10.10 1.38 3.00 16.12
a2 LA 7963 2.59 0.77 1.00 5.00
Bel e AR 2 B AR 8129 2.05 1.32 1.00 5.00
ZINSATE SRR 8118 1.47 0.76 1.00 5.00
2% PRI T 22 =0 78 s AR 8134 2.12 1.21 1.00 5.00
HHFR 8127 14.66 6.15 0 25.00
MBS T AL 7969 2.27 0.90 1.00 5.00
22 PRI () #452/ ER T fR A 8142 2.64 1.13 1.00 5.00
o5t 8079 3.64 1.00 1.00 5.00
B ey 5448 3.98 0.82 1.00 5.00
R 8148 51.64 17.57 18.00 99.00
HIKRMAE A 8131 2.97 213 0 5.00
R EEALIES FL U AE HE Pk % R/ME RKME
PRRE 5474 3.78 1.15 0.81 7.72
BUFHA 5747 0.95 0.25 0.12 1.96
AT A 8104 1.15 0.61 0 2.89
HEETEA 7684 1.59 0.64 0 3.75
e BEAR 8131 0.59 0.43 0 1.00

FER B A AT A B S, MA 2020 4R 1SN BOR B T # (B 0 10.105 REEZE B A (135 B
259, R “ARTFEKT” APk 2 18] AMA TR AR 555 Ry — H Bk ) — 4
B s D PR A s MAS NN AR 2 15 HH AR B 45 ) SRR B O R Ak T AN A — B2 0K B
BRIRARTEE N, AT B AE S, SN IETE S R AR, R ISR TR BT
DOASCALTESNNZ 5P A N RE X7 MRS RDAERS R [EE 2 ST e, XSmRS
AT LRI EESCALIN EE T T, AR S2 BE BRIV EIE Y 14.66, BHITE 2 M N E KT RN
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I, AR FIE BRI S HE, B2 EFAFRNEDE: AW S5 A 1T
i, ZHETHTIREEIPEZE, XSSO 2R BN & AT R R
b, HE MR EATIN ZIEF AT, RS IR SR E I, SIS S B B2 R 2% R K
AT REHE ) T MBI IEAE L A BT IR, K2 BN ERO A Ef R TEAE S, X
RS BAERENIER.

5. SCIESERS R
5.1. MEFAXSH LM ERA T

WX ETFRA . TN 2 BAEHERRTHHUIN logit BUH . B2 E 3. M
RIFEA Ry 5407, tFHEM pro > chi2 = 0.0000, R JF B, B AR TR 10 B AR RO 2 B 1 o
Pseudo R? & B % /7 B2 I RE AL € RECN 0.0722, FHH 7.22%) e K LU AR P AT f e

LUFRANIARLIL N 0.07, RUMELHIHAERIIBILZ T, K5 AN NBUH 2B RRTHHIHL
I T 7%, XSS OUARRT &, 1 2 0 S 0SB X AR RIEAT IR R AR, IR sEAE
ARRAENG LI I 2 IBRIT . ST BT A @ T 5% 2 5 PRI, LA EL Dy 0.18, FRHIFEF I H A A2 & 1)
fEOLZ T, SCACBEAME N AT B ERTHINLRIEIN T 18%, X SBSKBUMTT &, R
MIN, Motk TREERAN, Xtk RSN AR T 13 SEIT, PRI T ARK AT Reth 2 SN
IERFTU. A AE 1% 2 E R, Py 0.19, RUEEHIHMZERERL T, ek
AAEA NTUAE 2B 25T FIPLERIEIN 19%, X S5ISLEMAT&, A MR SLsrbiiist, HY
N B A ARG, ST RARFEFZSENE, HaEEEERT, WG IMAER
MBARR, MHEMAG SN, G RRRE, BEEN NS BT 5 A SN [ T
Bl SR, AU BRATFRARIALE, HIUTAR, HBAN MR 2R
fIsm e B3R, = ANARESHNERZAMFEIERRR, ARG HAAZRRREL Y, @FEA. X
WAL S T ARIRT 20 AT S B2 5 TH 8 T gedk .

Table 3. Expected social mobility model of individual capital
= 3. MEEARI LS BHRA N TREIRE

it
o AR T TN
LT R A(EC) 0.07
AL B A(CC) 0.18"
# 2B A(SC) 0.19*
5 -0.08
GH -1.20""
g -0.09
FEERES -0.46™*
BUATHSN 017"
N 5407
Pseudo R? 0.0722
LR chi2 539.22

Standardized beta coefficients; Standard errors in parentheses; “p < 0.05, *p < 0.01, ™*p < 0.001.
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5.2. MEBEKXEHFEA

IR TEAR AE A2 TR G T RARR Z u LB, 193100 % 4, MR
&4 5398. H T4 Prob > F = 0.0000, JUIF5E 46 J5 4 15, 156 BH Ut B ASE 2 F) B AR R0 =2 AT IR o 45 e Y
) R? = 0.472 RHZ WAL R L, S 0RA. B AR S TR GH 7R A Z 2 R
5, B 5 R e AR B T B AR IR R R e R

AR AT 0.1%M BB VR, [FIHRBCH 0.08, FHIZGF G AN B B AH B K IE 7520
LRI — N AL, B RN 0.08 N, X SIS, 2Pt BTAIR hnar DL Bh AN Aod
IR PR G R A B TR, R TN, 1T AT AR SR AR B R R RIS BN ) R A
HARIIGE S, S e BeAR =L IR . SO ARIEIT 0.1% 0 B AR, HIHR%CN 0.18, &
B SO B AN B R AR B R MR, X 5ISE A, B2 RSB AR S IR MR TE 3 3%
flHT M B RN G, KB R ARG HAE @ RREE, RN RA RN IR, e iAaE
i 0.1%M BE MRS, [RIHRECN 0.07, RS FARSEIGIN—AN 86, BFFAKE M 0.07 M Rf, %
AL 2 BEA IR 0T LA B T AMA S 56 (5 B B IR RO S, BIEETHE BRI mT & B, [RIR SGidT iz
42 SIRTHEUT SRR BE IR 3605 B AUHERTE . Sk, SRR AR AR . ST IR A R4
VAR AT A AR BT IE [ (R e, S TR 2.

Table 4. Regression model of individual capital and digital capital
4. MEEARERFEARE)IEE

AL

A

2332 N(=(0)) 0.08™
AL A(CC) 0.18™
#L22 A (SC) 0.07*
1) -0.02
R —0.55""
iy 0.07
JEEIRTS 0.10™
BUATH S 0.01
N 5398

R2 0.472

F & 603.58

Standardized beta coefficients; Standard errors in parentheses; “p < 0.05, *p < 0.01, ™*p < 0.001.

53. ¥FAF AP NZEN ML LM ERA

IR ETFRA . SCATAMAE S TA L TR A 532 P R THUE logit (714701, 132140
% 5. MRERIREACE N 5398, HHF A pro > chi2 = 0.0000, JUIFELE ARG, 33 B D6 B AR AL (10 R AA 2500
JRALI . Pseudo R2 B % 7 AR I E AU E R ECH 0.0733, KA 7.33%[ R K Ll B S Y ARt o 1 AS LA
BT | BRI 5R, RINZE AT A BLSEAE O, SERE U AIMAR & SR B A AR S B 2 $E T T
IS H A2 o
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By B 5% B EAT T, HLALEDy 0.19, RUIEEHIHMARKER LT, LFFEAMEANN
AL 2B E SR T ROHL ARG N T 19%; 205t B4R 5% &2 AT, HLE Y 0.08, FIRER T3
FHARMN, MEHERIAEZERG: SUBEAREIT 1% RFE MR, Py 0.21, RUIERSHIHAD
BRI, LB AN N S ZRTRINLRIEIN T 21%; B4 1900 0 2 Ve
6, HLAEEY 0.20, R UIFESE B HAB AR B EIL 2 T, AR 2 AN N BUA 20 2487 B0 20% .
SR, IZB BT BIAR . RTFRA. SO BIAR . AR BAK AU T 2B R R 2 R
EFN, ZHEZIAAAEIERRR, BIERHIAAR BRI, LA U BACRE & B LUKy
WA RTINS N UL S B RS- THE AT REE -

Table 5. Mediation model of digital capital on expectations of social class mobility
=5 BFEAAPNTEN MRS ERRARE

R II
LB EAR T T

HFBEA -0.19
LB BiAR(EC) 0.08
AL FEAR(CC) 0.21*
+L&BEA(SC) 0.20™
1) -0.09
g -0.08

JEEIRTS -0.44"*
ESGEEY 0.16"
N 5398

adj. R? 0.0733
LR chi2 546.15

Standardized beta coefficients; Standard errors in parentheses; “p < 0.05, *p < 0.01, ™*p < 0.001.

bR = AMRERAE DR A Th R R, IR TSGR I =AM, AT RS AP AR
TER AR, ERZBIZTE A SRR S BA IR RN N, M2 AT TR R 10 F4t &
WY E ST T . R REA . U BE A B ABMEIE, B R T MR AR R, i 2 iE
BURAE P R BPIRAS B 5 B RV E Bk, I P PR BRTH AN AR AR 2 B 2 BRI iU

5.4. REMKEE

541 BRPNZBEHRFHEEIHUESR

HI R0 B A 52 2Ky m] A A AN AR T A 5 TR . AR R R, r e R Ve N A
R BRI, By R, s AT i e S P AR (SRR 9 B BT A 2
PRI 3 FERMETER IS, X80T A I DR R B R fh S MR AD B (AN D i 3L [R5 %2, (AL
iZJH CGSS Hud b AN A B BEAT R, e “ A B IHE SR THL? 7 AR e ik K
AR R, W Kk —4F, BREAW AT NI NS ERIEsh? 7 BT ER . d, iR
BAE =R, 15 H LR 45

e 6 fos, EBR 1, =SRAMABEAR S By SRR AR R RAL, P OREE IE A R B 2 AT
IH3@Ed 0.1%48 5% .
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Table 6. Regression testing model of individual capital and digital capital
6. MEEAERFEARE)IRIGRE

AT

A

23S A N(=(0)) 0.07
AL A(CC) 0.20™
#22BEA(SC) 0.06™*
e -0.02
R —0.53""
iy 0.01™
JEEIRTS 0.08™
BUATH SR 0.03"
N 5393

R2 0.4461

F & 541.91

Standardized beta coefficients; Standard errors in parentheses; “p < 0.05, *p < 0.01, ™*p < 0.001.

e 7 Fo, AR I B A I A S B R R T B A R, AR SUI R
WA W R R TIHAE IE g, HERERRASNHR=ARAALREEN L ENE, 5% 5
ZiR—EG DL, fte R ST AR R BB OLT , BUr AR T AMA R A S AR T

B R T 8] A BOSATIIH AN, AT BAUE B FL 4518 BT

Table 7. Testing model for the impact of digital capital as a mediating variable on expectations of social class mobility

=7 BFEFAPNTEN ML S ERAGIERE

IERAFN
LW EA(EC)
A BEA(CC)
2B A(SC)

1451
i
i

FUEERIRA

BUATHH

N
adj. R?
LR chi2

AT
W E ST T
-0.22™"
0.09
0.22™
0.20™
-0.09
-0.07
-1.32""
—0.44™"
0.17™
5393
0.0732
544.84

Standardized beta coefficients; Standard errors in parentheses; “p < 0.05, *p < 0.01, ™*p < 0.001.
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Figure 1. Relationship between individual capital and expectations of social class mobility
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