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Abstract

The modernization of the national governance system and governance capacity is the core goal of
China’s governance reform. With the advancement of grassroots governance practices, a governance
pattern featuring “government-led, social coordination, and public participation” has gradually taken
shape. Among them, social organizations, as the core carrier of social forces, play a significant role
in connecting the government, market, and public, and making up for the gaps in resources and
capabilities in grassroots governance. They have thus become a key participant worthy of focused
attention in the process of grassroots governance modernization. Based on this, this study focuses
on the core theme of “social organizations’ participation in grassroots governance” and adopts the
literature review method to conduct a comprehensive overview of “participation models-participa-
tion motivations-demands for social organizations-supporting conditions for participation”. The
purpose is to clarify the existing research results on social organizations’ participation in grassroots
governance and define the key position of social organizations in the multi-governance system. The-
oretically, it can provide literature support and a reference for sorting out the research context for
the theory of multi-subject collaboration in the field of grassroots governance. Practically, it can
offer references for the government to optimize policies for cultivating social organizations and for
social organizations to improve their participation effectiveness.
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