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Abstract

Driven by the dual strategies of rural revitalization and digital countryside construction, youth re-
turning-home entrepreneurship has become a significant pathway for invigorating the county econ-
omy and promoting urban-rural integration. However, the “double-edged sword” effect of digital tech-
nology presents returning-home entrepreneurship with a complex scenario where empowerment co-
exists with risks. Individual entrepreneurs struggle to independently address structural contradic-
tions, highlighting the urgent need for county-level entrepreneurial ecosystems to leverage their func-
tions of resource aggregation and institutional synergy. This paper focuses on the impact effect of
county-level entrepreneurial ecosystem embedding on returning-home entrepreneurship. It con-
structs a three-dimensional embedding analytical framework of “structure-relation-institution” to
systematically explain the interaction mechanisms between entrepreneurial actors and the county-
level ecosystem. Through theoretical analysis and deduction, it reveals the impact effect of ecosystem
embedding on the performance of digital technology-empowered returning-home entrepreneur-
ship, identifies the boundaries of this effect under different levels of county digital infrastructure,
and proposes differentiated embedding pathways and policy recommendations. This aims to pro-
vide a theoretical basis and practical reference for enhancing the performance of youth returning-
home entrepreneurship.
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Figure 1. Multidimensional embedding of the county-level entrepreneurial ecosystem for
returning-hometown entrepreneurship
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