Modern Management IV B, 2026, 16(3), 15-25 Hans X
Published Online March 2026 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/mm
https://doi.org/10.12677/mm.2026.163059

RCEP*ET*%ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬂﬁ“lﬂﬁiﬁ%ﬁiﬁiﬁiﬁéﬁ
= Ol RN =AUk

X 7
IV REE R E - REA TR /AE V=P E - KRB EEER, T M7

Wehs HiH: 202641 H27H; FHHEM: 20264F2H13H; KA H: 20264F3H4H

R

fE (XBETMETHAFERRDEY (RCEP)RERERETERAKBHESHIZE, TEHRBERN
EREPEEHMZLIRR. #EPE - REXBEF LR “Jefl” . EANahRAEIN
Ftk, ML (SMESERF ZEES %%ﬁﬁ%ﬂj‘ Pyl “REA NS R BRAIHE" MIEE
o ASCRETRCEPIEZRT K P/ MHOMA, 46 KR IEESERL, KRR T HE 5k
R 5 EANL LA o BF S8 S T RCEPHLUNZLAY | shE X0 K B A BORSCHE M BN BIE R .
BEJE, X PEEREE B 5B HIR B LR (SOP) AT KRB, REREEERTT THEZ
MR, EH “BRKE” BRKRRE, BXREPIESHI TR L@ BRI MR EE,
BRAZH R BMREER. SMHFETHRE. ACE—PRI T e BRI . A8t
TR VAL R B E RN ST MR T EIR R R, AR BN “BELF” [ “7=
WaHt” B, EEAGRNHZERHSERETSE.

K
RCEP, HhE4kHE, Ho/hbl, WREANL, FodkaE

Research on the Impact of the China-Laos
Railway on Small and Medium-Sized
Enterprises along the New International
Land-Sea Trade Corridor under the RCEP

Ningnan Liu

China-ASEAN School of Economics/School of Economics/China-ASEAN School of Financial Cooperation, Guangxi
University, Nanning Guangxi

Received: January 27, 2026; accepted: February 13, 2026; published: March 4, 2026

SCEEF|FH: X TR RCEP 5 5t T R & BRI 74 A i e BT JEIE AT 2R ) v /N Ak 52 E e ). BT 2, 2026, 16(3): 15-25.
DOI: 10.12677/mm.2026.163059


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/mm
https://doi.org/10.12677/mm.2026.163059
https://doi.org/10.12677/mm.2026.163059
https://www.hanspub.org/

X T A

Abstract

With the official entry into force of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) and
the normalized operation of the China-Laos Railway, this railway has emerged as a “golden route”
reshaping the geo-economic landscape of the Indo-Chinese Peninsula and driving China-ASEAN re-
gional economic integration. As the most dynamic market entities, small and medium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs) still face a practical paradox of “high accessibility coexisting with high transaction
costs” when utilizing this corridor for cross-border trade. Focusing on the micro-perspective of SMEs
under the RCEP framework and incorporating data and materials from field investigations, this pa-
per systematically explores the impact mechanism of the China-Laos Railway on trade facilitation.
The study first sorts out the institutional system composed of RCEP rule dividends, China-Laos bi-
lateral mechanisms, and domestic policy support. Subsequently, through an analysis of the freight
efficiency and Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) of cross-border trade on the China-Laos Rail-
way, it finds that although the railway has significantly improved physical transportation efficiency,
the phenomenon of “fast rails but slow customs” remains prominent. Customs clearance and docu-
mentary compliance remain key bottlenecks restricting facilitation. Based on these findings, the arti-
cle provides an in-depth analysis of the core pain points hindering SMEs from utilizing the corridor:
institutional friction, alienation of cost structures, infrastructure shortcomings, financial exclusion,
and market risks. Furthermore, the paper proposes targeted path optimization strategies. This re-
search not only provides theoretical insights for evaluating the microeconomic effects of major trans-
national infrastructure but also serves as a reference for promoting the transformation of the China-
Laos Railway from a “corridor economy” to an “industrial economy” and building a more resilient China-
Laos community with a shared future.
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