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Abstract

Cross-border operations of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) serve as a crucial pillar for
inclusive growth in global trade. While the digital economy presents new opportunities, it also poses
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multifaceted challenges including financing constraints and compliance issues, with the limitations
of existing international policy support systems becoming increasingly apparent. This paper exam-
ines five core systemic issues—lack of coordination, insufficient digital orientation, inadequate fi-
nancing linkage, insufficient inclusiveness, and poor implementation—within the context of global
SME cross-border operations and policy development. It further investigates the root causes from
five dimensions: regional disparities, lagging policy formulation, etc. Targeted optimization strate-
gies are proposed, including establishing a unified coordination mechanism, enhancing digital ori-
entation, and strengthening international financing linkage, aiming to refine the international pol-
icy support system and facilitate high-quality development of global SME cross-border operations.
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