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Abstract

Mountainous and island counties possess abundant ecological resources. However, for a long time,
the effective establishment of an ecological product value chain has been challenging. The primary
reason lies in the fact that traditional public policies have primarily emphasized macro-level insti-
tutional design and economic incentives, while neglecting systematic exploration of the behavioral
patterns of micro-level individuals and leaders, thus constraining the effective implementation of
policy outcomes. This paper constructs an integrated “cognition-situation-decision” analytical frame-
work based on behavioral insights, systematically dissecting the policy dilemmas faced in the realiza-
tion process of the ecological product value chain in mountainous and island counties. It further
delves into the decision-making research of behavioral patterns. The findings of this project essen-
tially stem from systematic biases in the behavioral choices of multiple stakeholders. Government
management strategies are disconnected from public needs in the formulation, implementation,
and evaluation stages. Therefore, this paper proposes incorporating behavioral diagnosis into the
policy-making process, optimizing macro-level institutional design based on micro-level behavioral
patterns, and further promoting policy implementation. This enables a transformation in decision-
making under behavioral insights, activates social norms and recognition mechanisms through op-
timized selection frameworks, and constructs a dual evaluation system of “objective performance
data + subject behavior calibration”. By breaking through traditional single input-output evaluation
methods and combining advanced experiences from various domestic and international locations,
this study further reveals the reform path of public policies in mountainous and island counties,
thereby establishing a behavior-empowering mechanism that integrates subjects, tools, and pro-
cesses. Finally, policy recommendations are formed from three aspects: capacity building, guidance
strategies, and normative guarantees under behavioral insights, providing policy paths for over-
coming the implementation bottlenecks of the ecological product value chain in mountainous and
island counties and promoting the coordinated progress of ecological protection and economic de-
velopment.
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