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Abstract

The implementation of the 2024 “Interim Provisions on Accounting Treatment of Enterprise Data
Resources” has made the economic implications of recognizing data assets on the balance sheet
an emerging topic of academic interest. This paper provides a systematic review of empirical lit-
erature in this field in China. In terms of measurement approaches, existing studies primarily em-
ploy two methods: text analysis and financial valuation. While the former can effectively reflect
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the informational content of data assets, it characterizes corporate disclosure behavior rather than
the actual scale of holdings, resulting in inherent measurement biases. In terms of economic impact,
existing evidence suggests that data assets generally play a positive role in optimizing capital mar-
ket performance, alleviating financing constraints, driving corporate innovation, and enhancing or-
ganizational resilience. Building on this, the paper proposes feasible directions for future research
across three dimensions: refining measurement systems, tracking dynamic mechanisms, and ex-
panding the analysis of external effects.
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Table 1. Comparison of two main measurement methods for data assets
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