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Abstract

Monocular depth estimation is a challenging task, and existing methods cannot efficiently utilize
feature long-range correlation and local information. To address this problem, this paper propos-
es HCVNet, a hybrid CNN and ViT (Vision Transformer) method for self-supervised knowledge dis-
tillation monocular depth estimation. HCVNet investigates the effective combination of CNN and
Vision Transformer, and designs a hybrid CNN-ViT feature encoder to model local and global con-
textual information and extract more scene-expressive detailed features. Channel feature aggre-
gation module is employed to capture long-range dependencies and enhance the perception of
scene structure by aggregating discriminative features in the channel dimension. Self-supervised
knowledge distillation is introduced to provide more supervised signals for the training of student
models using structurally identical teacher models to further improve network performance. Ex-
perimental results on KITTI and Make3D datasets confirm that the depth estimation performance
of this method is better than the current mainstream methods and has strong generalization abil-
ity, which can better estimate the depth map with complete structure and clear details.
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T AT RN R R 7 ) 78 TS B RN 25 AR R (I S, BEAN SN ZRBEIR . AR K. B
SRIX LTy VE AR T AT R, ARAR 2D A5 B TSR CSCE R B A T X 4 A By () AR A o e P A AR 8 I 2%
(CNN)[L1]HTRIESE I B 1A W B AT I B N Zarp o5 2 A7 . SRTAT CNIN R 2 6 4 SR 5 B I JE
71, BRBAESAEMALEE A BE SRR, BT X A YA R B A F vER . Vision Transfor-
mer(ViT) [12] [13]5aEAE H AR AITE L7 BS54RS BRI H B 45 . VIT BER IR R Z A I 2 ok
FOAT A, NI ERE AR B2 . (HRAE G VIT 3R [14] P 12 Sk B 1 7S /1 (MHSA) R b B 5 £ (1
THRRRAR, SR AR

N T ARAG Ry s o A PR PR A T4 BRI TR B PR R o5 26, ANSCHRH T — A CNIN I VAT (1)
A B R 2R H VR BE A 117 HCVNet (Hybrid CNN and ViT for Self-Supervised Knowledge Distillation
Monocular Depth Estimation Method). i1 CNN-VIT VA& IRRFIES D as, A4 iE & i kA4 /s B,
T R AR BV E G AR ATV 1) A R ) R R BT TERHE SR AR, WO TE R T 3537 s 501
JREN, R FEAN RS I A XA TE AN 1) s 5] N SRR BRI AR ZEIR[A5] AR, K [ — MY
ATV GV E N R 20 A TN R AR AR, 84 1 (R 2R B R T F ), S50 45 R
FH HCVNet 75 B35 47 5 48 KITTI [16]F1 Make3D [17]_FJEEL TR I AL SiZ 0 Ag

2. AR FGF*%
2.1. HCVNet MR KR

ASCHE R A CNN AT VIT 1) E B AR ZE i B ER LAl 77k HCVNet, HEZRZSH NI 1 R, &
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B D, A i A BT B R . FUMBAR H 2 MR A g s ok i pE R E R R A M, SRR
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A BB EA B & A EARIEE 1, MR T A0 ATV BB . PR . B AR R A BE B 2k
M NAIRHE T 2 W BHME S, BT 20 S B IR

2.2. CNN-ViT ;R &4 E4mS

DA IR BEAL VTS5 TH 1 CNIN R [7] [8] 5 2 18 5 R 24 115 J2 (0 3 N R AE AN gy AR A AR DD R N —
B, SRIREUR FRAIE, MDA IR EORS 4 R IE . Vision Transformer #5750 [18]45 ¢ Hi f K AR A B A
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Figure 1. The overview of HCVNet
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Figure 2. Hybrid CNN-VIiT feature encoder
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P EEINR IR AR B ER.

Stage 1~3 FZAHE N RFFZE M ConvFEN. i 2(b)Frax, TRFEE{EH 3 x 3 DWConv K 7% [H] 43 #¢
PR, EIEBEMG. WEEEHMEE R, REgREtE. DL Stagel I, ZIZI R KR
NAA(L):

X, = BN (DWConv, (X, ))+ X, (1)

N TGRSR BRER I REARAE X A7 SR B A, BRI SR S5 44 S S B B SR AL R T 5
5. Stagel T RAEZEHIHEF AT FIR N A (2):
X, = DWConv, 4 (X,) (2)

TE R REEEG, AU CNN XU ConvFRN SRS R E 2, HEaE 2(c)fin. ConvFEN
F &R, 7 x 7 DWConv. fitEIH—1k. 1 x 1 Conv. BFHEM 1 x 1 Conv. WK, KIZERGH
TR (SRR RS, IRIKIR 7 x 7 BR%. BT DWConv G BRHIEH S, Rk 7 x
7 DWConv SRR F KAZ B U TS SR AR o Hb &2 )3 — A8 A B T n i i B A R 5 i
— RIS .

Stage4 1% 2% HIEAZ T MLFI(Multi Level Feature Interaction)#1 ConvFEN 40 /% . MLFI )45+ 4n %] 2(d)
FiR. AR/ 4C X:'_GX\lN_G FIRRIE X, X, G340 B mt(CPE)AREE, ol 2 M b 5 52 B AR [ 4 i

MEHQ . K MMEY o MLFIEHE 15 ZEE R IR IG 58 X,

Attention(Q, K,V ) =V ® Soft max (QT ® K) (3)
X, = Attention(Q,K,V) (4)

MLFI 45 B SR A0 AR 2, R R T 3 A A 2((5):
X, = CPE(X, )+ Linear (X,) (5)

MLFI Zmfd K24 B R 3C, o-%h 7 CNN R BRERHUSFRHIE B i . &80t MLFI AR BE S PR AEEN
ConvFFN, Staged 241t /vy 8C :_ng—z HIBSE X, .

2.3, BIEFHERAERR

T WAL X S RAT BE 2 AR R B AS IS, R RS R 9R I S A M, AR IR TS R IE SR A R
CFAM (Channel Feature Aggregation Module). #1/€ 3 fizs, CFAM WP IE 2 (8] AR BAR#ioe &, dlid
IBGR AR R AR B B A 8T8 S TRRFE, R R SR B =l 328 80 DX S5 P A () JR3 3895 38 1

TRIERHIE R AR A D 25 AR R IEU F e RO . F & EWAEIF e RN, H N
NEZEH(N=HxW). CFAM ¥ F 5 F (& FT 7R, TR HAEALIE S e R . i A
TERFAEAN S | A ERHE 2 R IR BLEE S, AT A 3(6):

S, =F ®F] (6)

ST A AL S R T X BRI L0779 2, EDAE (TP /MR AR B, e TR T X
SREGN SRR . T AR R X B SR, CFAM LA AR 5] max (S ), it
T TE B HIREHE A UL S HeHONIC AR D e ROC . D, WURES | MEIERS S | MmO, i 5
BTN AR():
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Figure 3. Channel feature aggregation module
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CFAM i D; RiHIF) Softmax [EAFBER I A, e R&C, WAK(8):
exp( D;
A = % C))
b4, CFAMTE A FIF' Z AT, R4 REW N AR e R&™MY . F FIE W45 Rk TH00
FORAUSH, HEIRLMHE Ee RO o 5 i AMBIE R4 HAFFE E, W RR A AN (9):

E =Y AF®F (9)

LA PR E WU 2 18] KRR ARG OG 2R, HCVNet /953 7 B 8 BT SUE B 7 5 450 TS AL
TR JEE f 2 M 2% 58 6 R I3 R A AR R 25 SR B0 22 ROBERFAE A - HY IR FE &

2.4. FRFEIBHRIE

FITRZRIR Y H A2 250 R IR 2O ROR 5] SR AL M2 B, RGP RE . M SERn
RZRIE T 2L BN SRR, AR BER S AR w1 . D9k, HCVNet fEEREEAGTHHSIAN T B
PRIASTAIRAIR, BRIV F P AR ST PR AR R RORAH T2 3

HCVNet i Zll 2k —MERE R 47 H A 28 B BUTERL, SR 5 (8 F R 45 DU ) UM AR ROR ZR T 2 R AR
FERIZE T, BONRER 5 2 AR BATAR R (RS R 28, o — I X R R AR R 2. sl 1 B,
HCVNet 224 B 5E AT B B 2 5], IR R I BUE R AR VI ZRE AR DR Ao SR E AT — D UITZRI S Y
RCEE RN EIE R T8 — AR ], 88 N IZRIS B0 R T 15 1 s 30m 2 3. MR e i BOVR
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Ld = ZZ( M Dteacher - Dstudent

i=1

|

25. BMEREKRE

JCREE S JGEEHK pe(r) [71HH L1 S5 MIAHMLRESR 2K SSIM 2HRk, THEE R R A AN (1L). N
TABRGER N &, tHR RS L, IAKXA2)PR:

pe(.. |t):%(1—ssuv| (1. ft))+(1—a)

IAt - It“ (11)
L, =min pe(IAt, It) (12)

P EERLSR: M ER BRSO X, JCFERUR R ALSS . A T ARG IR EE ], AR
SR RLE x Ay BRI, DLRCH O MiifE x Ay BRI Rk L o PR KRN
A(13):

L, =[o,D;[e P4l +[a, D7 ™" (13)

A D] = D, /D, LTI IRERE.
£ b, HCVNet YIZR SR BREL Ly HIEZRTRBUR Ly < JCREHUR L, APPSR L ARG
Ltotal = /’lLd +1Lpe +7Ls (14)

b, Ry Dy B Z&TRBUR AT A URIUIRAE . A FHSRFAIM B DGR R 2 R /D T O R
75, HNTMBN 1, RZ¥BH 0.

3. SWERS
3.1 WIRR K SLHEAETs

SEIGTE KITTI A1 Make3D PN ATFEESE Lk T. KITTI HERAE[L61 4L T 61 N T B sh 2 AL
o NI TS ARTE B 5t . N T N ERAIUPAS BB s (0 i, A SEBG I8 Eigen 28 A [19]42 H 1 KITTI %ds
&7, b 39,810 NMEMEH TSR, 4424 DEGH T AL, 697 NMEMEH T, A SCHE NI 2RI 1A]
$of TS PG4 FF AR 9] £ P 7E 2 8. Make3D BE 451712 — AN 4h s H IR B AT 8R4, B A& 534 A4
RGB-D Z /M7 B %, EI RBG B S ot Riff o Mg . Hork, 400 AMEMEXT T lllgh, 134 AR
ST AT VPSR TR Z AL RE J1, 1E KITTI 38 55 VIR RR BLB4E Make3D 3R &
B AT IR o

SLIGIEATHAEE A Ubuntu16.04, python3.7, pytorchl.8, cudall.3, Ab3 284 Intel Core, 4% 16 GB,
K b PRy —5K Nvidia GTX1070 (8GB). %J7AM# FH AdamW A2 Ll 23 (14 77 A KITTI $odf 52
g7 20 4> epoch, HNEME > HER N 640 x 192, it R/NEE N 4, WG REE N 107, Z9k
KREAEY R TIE N ED T, KIEm IR E .
3.2. {HkiEHR

N T VR AN RN B B IR BEAS T 5 RBOR, A SCE -GN B B R (L9 E R BE VTl PR b 45 AT 1%
7 (Absolute Relative Error, Abs Rel). ~F-J7 4%} % % (Square Relative Error, Sq Rel). #4177 1R i% 2 (Root Mean

Square Error, RMSE). ¥JJ5 H %} #i% % (Root Mean Square Logarithmic Error, RMSElog). 6 <1.25. § <1.25° .
5 <1.25% . FARkR EAME UL A (15)-(19):
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1 D .,—-D
Abs Rel == P9 15
s Re nz D, (15)
sqRet = Ly-[ Do =0a | )
= D,
1 2
RMSE = HZ(Dpred -D) (17)
1 2
RMSE log = HZ(Iog(Dpred)—log(Dgl)) (18)
D D
5 = max [—g‘ﬂJ (19)
Dpred Dgt

Horh, Dy R BRI SRE, Dy 7 P T RIARS RUEZRE, n FoR A8 R . RZE1R B Abs Rel,
SqRel. RMSE. RMSE log (% B MUK, TAS e bR & <1.25',1 =1,2,3 (4t b s s

3.3. e 594

Table 1. Comparison results of performance metrics on the KITTI dataset

T 1 KITTI RS LR REEIREE RS R

Wz KLt
J7ik
Abs Rel Sq Rel RMSE RMSElog §<1.25 5 <1.25° 6<1.25°
Monodepth2 [7] 0.115 0.903 4.863 0.193 0.877 0.959 0.981
Sun [20] 0.117 0.863 4.813 0.192 0.871 0.959 0.982
SGDepth [21] 0.113 0.835 4.693 0.191 0.879 0.961 0.981
SAFENEet [22] 0.112 0.788 4.582 0.187 0.878 0.963 0.983
\/C-Depth [23] 0.112 0.816 4.715 0.190 0.880 0.960 0.982
PackNet-SfM [24] 0.108 0.727 4.426 0.184 0.885 0.963 0.983
Mono-Uncertainty [25] 0.111 0.863 4.756 0.188 0.881 0.961 0.982
HR-Depth [8] 0.109 0.792 4.632 0.185 0.884 0.962 0.983
Johnston [26] 0.106 0.861 4.699 0.185 0.889 0.962 0.982
CADepth [11] 0.105 0.769 4.535 0.187 0.892 0.964 0.983
DIFFNet [27] 0.102 0.749 4.445 0.179 0.897 0.965 0.983
MonoFormer [28] 0.108 0.806 4.627 0.184 0.889 0.962 0.983
Lite-Mono [29] 0.107 0.765 4.561 0.183 0.886 0.963 0.983
HCVNet(Ours) 0.101 0.730 4.417 0.177 0.899 0.966 0.984

T B HCVNet [R5E10EME, K HCVNet 5471561 13 B 5 1B B H IR BEANTHI R 4E KITTI |k
BEATPERELLER . % 1 7R T HCVNet 7 KITTI $dE5E ERIREE MG THEREFR AR LU EE AL . 1E KITTI $d 4
=, HCVNet J Abs Rel. Sq Rel. RMSE il RMSElog f&FrfE 43k %] T 0.101. 0.750. 4.417. 0.177,
5<1.25,i=1,2, 345k {H 7 HiLF] T 0.899. 0.966. 0.984. 5ftfExfEL /9% DIFFNet [27]41EL, HCVNet
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[1i% ZFabr Abs Rel. Sq Rel. RMSE. RMSElog 7 HIF#MK T 0.98%. 1.87%. 6.29%. 1.12%, F&Efe#x
5<1.25,i=1,2,3 7335 T 0.22%. 0.10%. 0.10%. HCVNet 7EfiA bR E LRk P R AtERE. X2
BRI A DA R 5 3245468 FH 28— 1) U-Net 2244, 117 HCV/Net 15 5 20 B 2 AL A AR SR 47 1 B 1R 28 iR
M. PR RI AT A 2 AL BRI T a0 85 (5 0, T 8 i T 2 A B B R P S5 1 e

Table 2. Comparison results of performance metrics on the Make3D dataset

3% 2. Make3D ##EEE _ERYMEBEIEARELIREE R

RE
WaRrS
Abs Rel Sq Rel RMSE RMSElog
Monodepth2 [5] 0.321 3.378 7.252 0.163
HR-Depth [6] 0.305 2.944 6.857 0.157
CADepth [11] 0.319 3.564 7.152 0.158
DIFFNet [27] 0.298 2.901 6.753 0.153
Lite-Mono [29] 0.305 3.060 6.981 0.158
HCVNet (Ours) 0.279 2.781 6.537 0.146

N T Pl HCVNet 7E A8 [ = 0B 847 55 o 2 AL BE 77, 7E Make3D #idfs 5 Bz AT SEE AL B AR PE e
2 Jg7R T HCVNet 5 HiAth 5 Rk i vERedabn b4 R . 7E Make3D ##i4E I, HCVNet [¥] Abs Rel.
Sq Rel. RMSE #il RMSElog 5 #r{f 7 5lik ] T 0.279. 2.781. 6.537. 0.146. 5#¢ B 354+ /111 /7% DIFFNet
[27]4H L, HCVNet i) Abs Rel. Sq Rel. RMSE Al RMSElog i %48 bt 70 5 FE1IK T 6.38%- 4.14%. 4.58%
f b AT WL, HCVNet MR FE Ml REIL T oAt 7 vk, BN et izt . E 2R CNN-VIT IB&
BEAE G D A BAT SO R AE R X BE 0 5 B 12 gm0 A% R 4% CNIN R 251 J) A FE B B T AL 34 A K
Transformer 7E 4 J5 {5 B T RIS, 18 HCVNet £+ H VR K B A B IF AR IER 7R

W

Input - R el §38

Figure 4. Comparison of visualization results on the KITTI dataset
4. KITTI BHEE EHRTILELEREE R
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Figure 5. Comparison of visualization results on the Make3D dataset
B 5. Make3D #iE& LRI AT L LB

T NN BRI A SO R A R, AR S T HCVNet 5 HAh SE 17774 7E KITTI AT Make3D
Hn e BT AR IE. B 4 SRR THE KITTI BdE4E BTk b s SR . 14 5 7R T 7E Make3D %X
P LA LR EE SR . ML T H AT E 3%, HCVNet TR FE B ik BB G & AR S IR,
BN AN BRAN T S IEMN . WAL ERAT . . TSR, WK AR E bR Id AL, TR 4
BE—Hrh, HAR DT EAS T AT BRAEE BT, HCVNet RN B [RAT VR FES R . kT ., HCVNet
SR BEANIE S X SR R FE Al T R A T HoAh T v, 7RI 5 S8 0UATH, HA T A7 e M AR 5 8 S5O 1) 1)
i, HCVNet [ ARFEBIHONREIL IS . LA WL, HCVNet A% Eb At 7 v 58 HERA th ARG R 0 4544
X132 F CNN-VIT IR HFHESm TS s B & RS2 8, MIERHER SR 7 LT UE BRI
fA[J& . HCVNet BJ LA 280 0T 7 5o A1 SedbA7 A, AR RIS 4R FE 5 e FROUR FEAl v 45 2R

3.4. JHRASCLE

RNTHE—IBUE B BT iR A S A A, ARSEERAE KITTI Hde 4 X CNN-VIT H#1E 4% 15 2%
(CNN-VIT). 1R 7% (KD) AR AL B A (CFAM) = AN E AT T A 2 g6, Seab 4k i e 3 . ASZ
55{%1 H Monodepth2 [7]4 Baseline. ME 3 IZE ST R, A SCHTHEH I =AM A3 58 R i i H IR
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fETHMZ& I TERE . 5 Baseline #HEL, HCVNet ff1i% % Abs Rel. Sq Rel. RMSE. RMSElog fi&bri 43 1l F#
KT 12.17%. 16.94%. 9.17%. 8.29%, /¥ 5 <1.25',i =1,2,3#5F5ME 2 B35 1 2.51%. 0.73%. 0.31%.
5 Baseline + CNN-VIT # b, HCVNet [1]i% 2 Abs Rel.Sq Rel.RMSE .RMSElog & i {8 73 5 FEA% T 7.82%.
14.40%. 8.40%. 4.15%. 5 Baseline + CNN-ViT + KD (full)H b, HCVNet (#1152 Abs Rel. Sq Rel. RMSE.
RMSElog FEFRME 2 A FEAK T 9.57%. 15.28%. 9.10%. 6.22%. Hibn] W, =B A8 B RfEhg
TRRLH, SEREN) HCVNet W28 ELA S IR FE Al P RE

Table 3. Ablation experiment of modules
= 3. HEIRIHRASLIE

‘ R Mz 1
WARES
AbsRel SqRel RMSE RMSElog 0<1.25 5 <1.25% 6<1.25°
Baseline 0.115 0.903  4.863 0.193 0.877 0.959 0.981
Baseline + CNN-VIT 0.106 0.773  4.456 0.185 0.889 0.962 0.981
Baseline + CNN-VIT + KD 0.104 0.765  4.421 0.181 0.895 0.965 0.983
Baseline + CNN-VIT + KD
+ CFAM (full) 0.101 0.750 4.417 0.177 0.899 0.966 0.984

4. #hig

N T RIS AR IR INA L, IREEAS VIR BE S5 AR T I Rl @, ASCHR H —FRA CNN AT VIT (1)
B R 260 B H VR B A1 59 HCVNet. HCVNet ] CNN-VIT VB & FHIEgn i 2s, L CNN XiE
JREANTT, VIT REEREEN, AR08 T R -2 R EE R . thah, gnisas BRI G R R
¥, WS LLRE S SR IR OB AR SE M RFAE o A SCWTHBIERE R A, 7EIEIE4E Y ik s K
WL R ZWIFFEE T LN UFIERR, SR T B2 508 A0 R IR A S8R 8. 5445000 51iR
ZRUBANEZEAH LG, AR SO B IR 45 1 1 B0 A 2 R 2 A B R SRk AT | B 2808, RS TE 3R mr IS 28 1k B 11 [
I D R R . 7 KITTI A1 Make3D %di 4 - se ot 45 R W, HCVNet 445 i ik (1 14 fg A
SRIZACRE T, PRI EEIE M IR A TG . FEARSR AR, FRATTRE D25 M 1) B2 Rt — 2P ARk BB
FRIE, S5 AT BUESUE NINGG T, DRTGE m 0 JER IR E .
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