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Abstract

INLEC is a lightweight block cipher for resource-constrained Internet of Things environments. Thus,
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itis essential to evaluate its security boundary further. Our research proposes a meet-in-the-middle
attack on 11-round INLEC based on the MILP automated search algorithm. First, by studying the
structure of INLEC, we construct an automated search model of INLEC based on Mixed Integer Linear
Programming to find five-round meet-in-the-middle distinguishers of INLEC. Then, we exploit the
redundancy of INLEC’s key schedule and select one good distinguisher according to the fewest
guessed subkeys in the key recovery phase. Add one round and four rounds on the top and bottom
of this distinguisher to construct a 11-round meet-in-the-middle attack path. Finally, we recover the
master key with a time complexity of 211517 encryptions, a data complexity of 261 chosen plaintexts,
and a memory complexity of 281 64-bit blocks. This work represents the first third-party security
analysis result for INLEC.
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B 5 DA LI R A 1) 3R T DL R AR B B AR, BUR L B R E . FHL
VERBERS S %O 2 — AR (R B 2 2 O HR . ) Z R T & MdE G 254+ .
SR, ARSI o B L BARAE 2 it EARIAR =, (RSS2 IR IREE b, e AT B 2 2 v
RURVH FEAEAE ORI, PRI TR SR S BRI PR 2 R R dR kR W 1 2k, R EY HEE L
ROBTA . X IREREEEA PRI ELRE 1 PYAE A H ith 75 iy F) i FH 3% 35 b RE B 4R (1 A K PR 2 1)
M, R T EREEEIEERIIFE . DRSBTS ST, APIECN . B RER . RFID Fr%555Y
SR T B A N R T

Ak, BEERARIE KRR, BEH S HFEEEE, %W CRAFT [1]. LBlock [2]. PICO [3]. FESH
[4]. FBC[5]%%, #AE ZHNHE, RN . (HH TR EHR I H BN T 52 R
MRS 0 7 L350, PR AE Bk 2 AR A T B SR s B R A (R SE IR, AT R 24 Bl
— I, TR AR R R A ST — AP A, T R R RN B R S R B B 2 A ) —
ANEFIATT . R R ES S AL AT 2 &R L, X R AR LR BEIR 2 BR R b A
AT SEIBAT I OCHE . R A I 2 A I FUPEA, A B OROX e SRR AE S Bz FH A B Rl A2 e R
oK, NAefeft 2 n) e IR,

TR O K2R M BRI (Mixed Integer Linear Programming, MILP) & — 2 Ak 5 1, 22k PER R (Linear
Programming, LP)IJ¥™ &, TELRMEMRIMZEAE ol N T RECR S, B 72 HUN T Af o 5 2% 10w 55 )
MILP ¥ T 2011 4FtH Mouha S5[6]#4 H 5% 15 M izl 45 &, WL E RAE T A G R fR %D 5
EEMIEE, RE1EH 20 mIRA SRR E R G R, NI EEN 2 et &%
ERCRE H R, R AR R, B R e T NTSCE, SN BT
T 2ERE T

INLEC /& 2024 £/ Feng Z5[7]32 3T SPN S5 MR R R0 5%, 28K N 64
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RESORIR(E B2 4, DRILTRZEXT INLEC Sk 2 AT IR N 20T . INLEC RS ¥+ £/ MILP H

/,—+

DOI: 10.12677/mo0s.2025.144311 580 R T


https://doi.org/10.12677/mos.2025.144311
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

HAHIN 5

AUWAEZRTH, X INLEC &ANERHEATEAL, EW] 7 15 40 INLEC #5550 i DAHRAE AN v] B 22 43
BTN -0 WL 1 570 G L S a0 S LB VT R =W G s O [ = 1= B 1 e ot i O (SN = s O
RAEST INLEC [ (A 4T, 110 o (I AH B 3T [8] 2 8 e S H Al T Ak 22 0 42 o0 SR A0 BV 1 22 4
P£, 41 AES [9]. Midori [10]%5, PRIt 06 BE3E— 25 1FAl INLEC SyEHHTH (R AH B BUt 1 B

AR MILP HEb R, 5T 11 % INLEC (b a1 #r. @i w70 INLEC Sk
R AN ERAE, @2 MILP BRI Gurobi HEAT KR, f531%5% 5 %21 INLEC 1 [R]AH
WBIX oy 88, FHOERE TR B I B A S D 10— 4% R IR X e 2%, FERTVRIN 2 %8, AEJ5WN 4 5eR sk 11 5
[ INLEC HHIRIAHIE ST BE1E, HARYE ZER AR Tt AS S I B B . N Il i A 75 I [ 52 4 S Dy 2147
UINES, BB AE N 280 MEREIASL, (PGSR 2804 64 Uk, ASCVPAG T INLEC KBt (A1 4H
B IAE ST, L INLEC (122 4 YT 70 1 BB AN o

2. TR
2.1. FFSiHHE

1) RC,.,ie{1,23, 14} o5 i AR H AL

2) K{i},ie{0,1,--,127} Kot EFY K U5 1 LAY

3) X[y R X,Y KRk

4) < i FoRE A LR B i LUk

5) RK,,ie {114} L5 i $HIFH Y

6) RK,[j].ie{l--14},je{0, 15} FIRH i FMIEE j DF 77,

7) XY ZI Wi ef9,- 15} 2 MIFORER | R P B Bon B, REEHTINCL RS A 2 B )
IR EIEE | A7 B PR E

8) X/[il.Y/[il.Z[ilWil.ie{9,---,15}, j {0, -, 15} 7P KRG i $EH) P B, HOTE . fow]
IR LK B 2 T e (AR S 5

9 XY, Z, W, ie{l,2, 8 /MFRE K P EHif, RIuE. SIRE LA BN B i
IR ES

10) x,[i].Y.[i]l.z[i]W[i].ie{12,-.8},je{0,---,15} 73 HIFIRH i fef) P B, BoCE#. SIRE
CLR R BTN AT B e p RS SR AL B AR E -

2.2. INLEC EENE

INLEC 5y R SPN £5#4, BISCK BN 64 Lhe, T2 EN 128 oy, —3L 1556, ZHIEIN%E
HFERH THAARFEMNE L, 2508 FLAF2, Hs 1 25 8 #R A FLA KA 28955 145K
H F2 5eek 8y, e —FAUGHEAT P BRI T B R E . INLEC /N s 809 60 3 s 45 (R A 1
Fo e s gL FL B BRI 9 P B e, BoCcE e, FIRE . 5%, M F2 W P Bk, Hoo
B, BN FRA. B 1 ONERE FL N EoR =SB IR R R B B e R BTR .

1) P B (Permute-Nibble, PN): Kix} & B4 10P R H T R IADRAS, AT LB RLIRAS 1 BT HE T
BARME SRR WL 1R,

2) HuEH(SubCell, SC): SC je—FpdELkih AR, W IEH S Sk T ZH/E, INLEC EH S &
&4 x 41 S &, RIS EHNRIHH AN 4 LoRy, K S Sy N T3 PR AN G, il
A x[i]—>S(x[i])(0<i<15). SEHAMKUWZE 2 fir.

3) B M(AddRoundKey, ARK): K 64 L5 K1 T2 1 A0 A0 (1) (DR S BT S 51

DOI: 10.12677/mo0s.2025.144311 581 5 1 A


https://doi.org/10.12677/mos.2025.144311

i 25

BB

- REHM

Figure 1. The round function F1 of INLEC
B 1. INLEC mZ# & F1

Table 1. Permute-nibble of INLEC algorithm
# L INLEC By P Bk

X 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 a b c d e f
P(x) d 8 7 4 a c 2 1 e 4 b 6 0 9 f
Table 2. S-box of INLEC algorithm
F 2 INLECEZM S &
X 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 a b c d e f

S(x) o d b e 7 5 6 4 f 9 ¢ 2 a 1 3 8

4) Bkt (MixColumn, MC): K Hi [IARZSHE B4 e 3fe —HEIHERE M,
0111

1
M =
1
1

P o

11
01
10

2.3. INLEC BYRR SRS HEB %
INLEC [E3 By 128 FUARF, T8N 1K = KoKy [[Ky |- || Kuze | Kezy = A5 FH T2 B BR85S0 4
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Bk 1 INLEC MOZSAgRHEEE

N FEHIK

Wit BEHRK,

fori=1toR-1do
K« K<7.; #ERZEHD) 7 L
K« K<11; #{f3 /%50 11 iy
K (120)]| K (122)] K (122)[K (123) | « S| K (120)| K (121)[[K (122)[[K (123) ] : #%5 120 % 123 teAfLeit S &
K (124)| K (125)| K (126)| K (127) | « S[ K (124)[|K (125)[| K (126)| K (127) | « #3 124 % 127 Lih§20id S &
[ K(116)[K (117)|K (118)| K (119) |« S| K (116)]| K (117)[ K (118)| K (119) | ®RC, : #¥$3 116 Luh§Z 119 Lhkf ke
WHGIAT R B 5

RK; < Ko [Kes [k |+ [ iz [ oz

1

End for
Return RK; ;

VERR 1. W FTEN S £, 25 HCARR MM 50 R 225040 B Ax Ay o TP — A x (il
SRS (x) @S (x@Ax)= Ay » ZHERREEA TS Hoh ST %R S £,

3. 11 #R9 INLEC Hha/{HB 547
3.1. INLEC W H%GHEA RTRMMR

HRAEXT INLEC 209 e 7 SR NAN FE, AT DASRAF U R R BT, IX O B FH T J5 2 1) o TR AH & 10 2
.

PERT 2. RKyo [7, 817 1 E 240 K {14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23}i5E; RKu [0, 1,2, 3, 4] L%
K {6~25}#f7€, Kt RKyo [7, 8]FTHH RK1 [0, 1, 2, 3, 4]4fE S 1Mk .

PE 3. RKo [6]7 H1 = 25481 K {122, 123, 124, 125} 5€ - H.H1 RKqo [1, 2177 H =254 K {118, 119, 120121,
122,123, 125, 126, 12735, UL AT B RKyo [1, 2]4E5: tH RKe [6]: RKo [9]7] HHE#%4H K {6, 7, 8,9, 10, 11
12, 13¥fi%E, RKu [0, 1, 2171 £ %40 K {6~17}fi5E, [RILM RKg [9] 7] H1 RK1y [0, 1, 2] Sk

PEJT 4. RKg [12, 13, 14]T i 3% K {0, 1, 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13}, H H5e i ol 41,
RK1o[3, 4]#1 RKy1 [0, 1, 2] #ES HH %49 K {0, 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17}, Kt
RKs [12, 13, 14]7] i1 RKyo [3, 411 RKys [0, 1, 213 S K .

PR 5. RKy [9]7T HH 32 %540 K {118, 119, 120, 121} &, RKauo [0, 1, 2]7] HE %4 K {116~127}ffi € ,
IRl RK1 [9]7] 1 RKyo [0, 1, 2]4E T 1M K

3.2. INLEC &F MILP gytEHY

INLEC H5C s —3L9 4 FrffE, o0& P B, B, YRS, FHrpes 5] nm
LB A S MR E TR IR Y R APIRESE, RICEAR R B R B 4 MEEAEE
RN AN BT B X N, NS P B AISIR SR, B AMAR &G T:

1)P BHARIE. 3T INLEC i, P EHGRIET L7 W HMA BB, 4 x[i], y[i].i {0, 15} 4%
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7~ P OB BN A PR T R RS, B A Q)P
(0]-15]-0 sf8-yf-o

o))

2) FNRGEBE. BB x[i], y[i],i €{0, -, 15} Z3 Al BIR A R i N A IRDRZS BAR St e RDIR S
MFR A 1A an A () B :
y[o] vy[4] y[8] y[12]

01 x[4] x[8] x[12]
y[1] y[5] v[9] y[13]| |1 O

11

11

]
1] x[5] x[9] x[13]
x[10] x[14]

] X[e] @
3] x[7] x[ll] x[15]

y[2] y[6] y[10] y[14]|
y[3] y[7] y[11] y[15]

DR A FH 24 S (3) Rk Atidk VR & g B I 25 2
3y[0]-x[1]-x[2]-x[3] >0 |3y[8]-x[9] - x[10]-x[11] >0
x[1]+x[2]+x[3]-y[0]=0 |x[9]+x[10]+x[11]-y[8
3y[1]-x[0]-x[2]-x[3] =0 |3y[9]—-x[8]-x[10]-x[1
x[0]+x[2]+x[3]-y[1]=0 |x[8]+x[10]+x[11]-y[9]=0
3y[2]-x[0] - x[1] - x[3] 20 |3y[10] - x[8]~x[] - x[11] 20
x[0]+x[1]+x[3]-y[2]=0 |x[8]+x[9]+x[11]-y[10]>0
3y[3]-x[0]-x[1]-x[2] =0 |3y[11]-x[8]-x[9]-x[10] =0
x[0]+x[1]+x[2]-y[3]=0 |x[8]+x[9]+x[10]-y[11]>0
3y[4]-x[5]-x[6]—-x[7]=0]3y[12]-x[13] - x[14]-x[15] =0
x[5]+x[6]+x[7]-y[4] =0 |x[13]+x[14]+x[15]-y[12]>0
3y[5]-x[4]-x[6]—-x[7]=0|3y[13] - x[14] - x[15]-x[12] =0
x[4]+x[6]+x[7]-y[5]=0 |x[12]+x[14]+x[15]-y[13]>0
3y[6]-x[4]—-x[5]-x[7]=0|3y[14]-x[12] - x[13] - x[15] =0
x[4]+x[5]+x[7]-y[6]=0 |x[12]+x[13]+x[15]-y[14]>0
3y[7]-x[4]—-x[5]—-x[6]=0|3y[15]-x[12] - x[13] - x[14] =0
x[4]+x[5]+x[6]-y[7]=0 |x[12]+x[13]+x[14]-y[15]>0
3) ZIMIREMLIH . BB IC]i],i €{0,---,15) NINETT AR Z S, OC[i],i {0, -, 15} MM J7 [
MREZ5y, DL[i],ie{0,--,15} A IC[i] M OC[i] KI5, *E%ELJ‘;E’JT”J‘; H I 75 X R A T
*é?ﬁ%ﬁﬁ@ff% Al b A4 () INLEC B9 22 70 RS [RIFE AT BAAT i 3 AR 2, 0 2 B e I N Z IR, &
i P BHEIE SRS AR A S IR G 2 E I ZE R, /E:ﬁ‘tll]’\fﬁ(@ﬁﬁﬂm
3.3. T MILP i a R BX R R EE

ASCKH] Demirci AT Selguk $i H i A AR Moy 77 e %M 75 i B ORI SR E 73 il 7 =4
oy, RVEyELE,, EATARXS RIFIEE 4> 281 50 0 A Ky Ky K, o FERSERITEL, EFTIR) Y B, E0 M 2 2 50 1 X

]20
120

IV

©)
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Figure 2. DS-MITM attack process
& 2. DS-MITM i3 78
IC[O]—DL[O]ZO OC[S]—DL[S]ZO DL[lO]—OC[lO]— IC[lO]Z—l

oc[o0]-DL[0]>0

IC[1]-DL[1]>0
OC[1]-DL[1]>0

IC[2]-DL[2]>0
OC[2]-DL[2]>0
DL[2]-0OcC|[2]-
IC[3]-DL[3]>0
OC[3]-DL[3]20
DL 3

IC[4]-DL[4]>0
OC[4]-DL[4]>0
DL[4]-0OC[4]-
IC[5]-DL[5]>0

ARIH R 3.2 /N AT ST INLEC R,
i, EVEE 2 AR E SRR, FER AR SR AR AR BEAT SR AR, AR RIES 5 501 A AH 8

DL[0]-0OC[0]-IC[0]>-1
DL[1]-OC[1]-IC[1]>-1
IC[2]>-1
[

[3]-0cC[3]-IC[3]> -1

IC[4]>-1

]-DL[7]>0
7]-DL[7]>0
7]-oc[7]-I1c[7]>
IC[8]-DL[8]>0
oc[8]-DL[8]>0
DL[8]-OC[8]-IC[8]>-1
IC[9]-DL[9]>0
oC[9]-DL[9]>0
DL[9]-0C[9]-IC[9]>
IC[10]-DL[10]>0
OC[10]-DL[10]>0

-1

~1]1C[13]-DL[13]>0

FHES

IC[11]-DL[11]>0
OC[11]-DL[11]>0
DL[11]-OC[11]- IC[11]> -1
IC[12]-DL[12]>0
0C[12]-DL[12]>0

DL[12]-0OcC][12]-IC[12]> -1

OC[13]- DL[13]20 ®
DL[13]-OC[13]- IC[13]> -1
IC[14]- DL[14]>0
OC[14]- DL[14]>0
DL[14] - OC[14]- IC[14] >
IC[15]- DL[15]>0
OC[15]- DL[15]>0
DL[15]-OC[15]- IC[15]> 1

INLEC H 3t 2R b A IE X 7 8 55
]:/\

-1

Ao TR B o (A I8 X 20 8% 20 AT AR 5 A8 I TR T O B R i B A, 10 R B AN X 80T

RE Uy B S K ACHORAH N A FE AR 00, KA Fe 3 81 BT 75 A~ 7 A B8 545 )

El

NS

RN IXEEX 7y

AT ORI, R M MOR B (X 3 B AE AR B R B X 0 4%, 42 3 A8 T R B MO B

GFE 4 S Pl AHIE
Bk X 73 45

B3 2. INLEC Bttt ZE P EREX SR EE

DX B0 B ARG O ARPE R 3 IO A TN Ay RIRCR BT, RIIEEL Ay A S rh ) A S

BN: WIANZEDTES AL,

thZ2EE A0,

INLEC BiERIAZE AL R

B r A TT RS A B X 4> AR EE A Distlist 51138 1C; ARG N Z2 403045 N8 5 /56 (1 v [BRZS 2245 71 %
OC; fHfitrkatn i 22 70 30 o il 2% J5 e M [BPIRES Z 5
fori=1toR do
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N INLEC LA LHR
¥ B AR B N 1IC 1 OC [hAs 4

end for

forieAl do

IC = getiC(i) #RHAZEDIAIIME, WWRER T EPREZE, &R EIFHAAEESR IC 2
for j e AO do

OC = getOC ( j) #¥kth Z 7 fl s, TR RS2 7, FJFiREIE HAFEESIZ OC 2.
Distlist = IC AND OC#IZHX IC Fl OC Hh {R7F7 )4 4& rh i) v [EDIR A 22 70 A 22 B

end for

end for

Return 1 [E]#H8 X 53 #5544 Distlist

Table 3. IVLBC meet-in-the-middle distinguishers (part)
7 3. #RBKIEES INLEC HiEHBX 5335 (3B457)

TS rhRIAHIE X 7 4% B ARFFAGEFNETE M Bahies
A, [1.044,2] >[04 1] 5 20 1
A, [04):1.0442.0,) | = [ 1.0, | 5 19 10
A, (104,104 | =[042.0; | 5 15 10
A, [042.04 ] >[04,1.0.1,0, ] 5 16 10

X 3T 0 RRZFFHNENSNE, 1 NRRESNIEE, % RoRES I RN 0.
3.4.5 %/ INLEC a8 X498

R £ NI IR, IR 3 H I A TN A R R AR B I I X 7048, %X a1 B AR Bl an
3 FR. NTMBHERBIMX s, FEEX 6 4, ia%j(wz(o),w2 (1), W, (2° —1)), B
33 MW, (i),ie{0,---,32} » £1L 5 M INLEC ME LR R EMMNIAE P8 wRiZESHZESTE
—ANTCERLE 3 FrRIETZE Y, WHZA AL 2% AME. KX B R SIAEAE — AR H,
Hro 2% 5 R PR X 2 gL A T

PERR 6 45 W, [0,15] b1 6 4 (W, (0),W, (1),--W, (2° ~1)) HEAT 5 #2if) INLEC #i5h s, ntizdk s
AN E 3 BRI ZE S REAE, 5 1% 8 SEAR KA 715 81 AZ, [15] O TTRETE N 2% A, i
Y,[13,15],Y,[0,6,9,15],AZ, [15],Z,[15],Z,[12,13,14],Z,[1~ 5,7,8,10,11] 3L it 20 IF-F i€ .

EW]: AR Aw, [0,15] © 41, W LLHE T AY,[13,15] FOME, JESE I v,[13,15]) fME, AT BAVH S
AZ,[13,15| LA K2 Z,[13,15] HOMEH. i THEPIMMINR G R LIERIEA S SR DIPRS00 E, Frele]
LAHESHY AY, [0,6,9,15] FRIMEL, SRR Y, [0,6,9,15] FRIMEL, ATUAHHE S AZ, [0,6,9,15] M1 Z, [0,6,9,15] [I1H.
Bt 5 AT AT AY, [0 ~ 12 AOMEL. S8R5 ANt smadb A7 S S, S50 AZ, [15], 2, [15] »  FHUEARGEVEST 1 7]
LAHE T HH AXg[15], BEJETEIN Z, [12,13,14] (O1E, WTLAHES Y, [12,13,14] A1 AY, [12,18,14] (U1E, FR4REE(E
HITHST oK AZ [1~ 5,7,8,10,11] fME,  4KE550 2, [1~ 5,7,8,10,11] FIMEL, T AR] LAHES Y AZ [0 ~11]
. MRHRPERT 1, PR DS —AME X W2 AZ[0~11]=S(X)@S(AY,[0~11]@ X ), it
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Figure 3. 5-Round meet in the middle distinguisher
[ 3.5 % INLEC Hhig)tHiBX 5 88

3.5. 11 %/ INLEC thja)iE B HidiE

TRV 3 Bz i) 5 & rh I AHAE X 7y a5 AR Al AR ATASIN 2 %, TE/REI0 4 %8, M 11 %819 INLEC
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