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Abstract

Against the backdrop of an accelerating global shift toward digitalization, digital trade has emerged
as a key driver of industrial upgrading and the restructuring of international division of labor. As the
core component of global value chains (GVCs), the position of the manufacturing sector is crucial not
only for enhancing a country’s ability to capture value-added but also for achieving strategic goals
related to high-quality economic development. Based on panel data from 61 countries spanning 2011
to 2023, this study constructs an innovative composite index encompassing digital trade infrastruc-
ture, innovation capacity, ICT goods trade, and trade in digitalized industries. A two-way fixed effects
model is employed to accurately capture heterogeneity across countries and over time. The findings
reveal a significant U-shaped nonlinear relationship between digital trade and the GVC position of
manufacturing. In the early stages of digital trade development, inadequate infrastructure and high
transition costs may temporarily hinder value chain upgrading; however, as the digital ecosystem ma-
tures, its facilitating effect becomes increasingly evident. Furthermore, the enhancement of national
digital absorptive capacity significantly strengthens the positive impact of digital trade on manufac-
turing GVC position—countries with stronger absorptive capacity experience faster value chain ad-
vancement. Therefore, policy efforts should focus on improving digital infrastructure, strengthening
digital skill development, and enhancing market transformation mechanisms to fully unleash the div-
idends of digital trade.
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1. 5|18

FERTHAR SRR T SEL ST, HALF EEDNEE R TR B. B TFH B
FBFRAR G G B P, ERCN R AR SR R0 R AR RS E R SRE A,
$T 5 R e I DO S I A R SIS B 7 W IR 455 5 IR BRI B, T BE AR DA T R R A
(R, AR T RATECT T B e R SE R SR A8 B (R, 20205 SR, 2023) [1][2]. KRR
577 AW T A IR, AR 5 AT BRI T S 7 ) M vt

SRR, EROEEEGVO) R E RS 2 . I GVC BiE, 7 07 58 A i A 4
AT ERRARFIE R, % B G LR 35 0 & N EBEFR AT (e, 2025) [3]. —[E7ELERY
TEBER “HBAL” S SR T 52 5 WMEL AR 1 GVC MR FRBOR 7 i, %8 BRI
FAE AR P4 4 R KT (R FHIE, 2020) [4]. 2480, 32THEN GVC RO i, AT
IR 5% SR P I (K B 7, PR S B0 5 i 5 R R A o LU

B0 5 5 R R A M O (B B BR TR A T 3 BT B 18 . DU AT A B0, B R 5 B
W AL BHREC B S 5 5 RS A R B L 7 A SR (TR, 2022) [5]. B A
M, B 5E Sl BB B2 5 P ME BARSTRRORIAE 5 A, $RFF T SATEE 5045 (30,
TR T AL AR R A 8 (4 R, 2023) [6]. HoIR, Brdid HESNHT R OHR S a7 2h A0 A iR 3t
B2, WU T HORY O BSR4 T IR R S8 30 J1(2 )T, 2022) [7]. BLAh, KAR
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F(2024) (8B FLAR Y, T I AL 7S IMES A A, et s RG2S
AFRS> THMEJOUANIEAN M A, 2019) [9].

BT A o NG R L TR T R 2L, BHAER AR IR 28 —J7H, Mo
B, BTG RIS R REAEAE U BN o BREAI(2023) [101IAN, ERBEYIH, BT s
BTG R RSOAS . At 45 N DA B ol FE NG E & ) i, 505 57 5 ) £ R ] R 7 I g ) 1 ol 4
TAEARHI A, O S A AR R AR A2 28 0 I IR . BRiER(2021) [11 B TE R B, K&
Hh ] R B VR R B 2 MR B 52 5 i SR B AN AR AN . 3 — T, s DR, TRl
AE71” U B R o LR Re A8 S A A P M se SO0 A R OB R 3R (2T, 2023) [12], BT EET
S G SN E BT RN I A OCR

ELEREFRT, ARCIUCAECTEH G AT A,  RGUR TTHE )38 Ml A= BRAN B AL RS2 U, B A
M. ACKEBUE AR L, W ARG, BUFRE . IS 5P (28 A 5
TR I KSR, IR 2 EREEE TR0 7, RS0 E 57 2 W i3 b A R {8 B i A7 ()
s, FEAE AR TTREAETEN “U B RV R IR, ASCKGIN B Riige )7 fE R A &,
R HAE EIR ML VR, ) B B AR A I AR A R b B A PR AR SR A SR S SR AR

2. HFRAGFHER I 2B E SR LRI HI
2.1. RN

BEE ERECT AT RORIE AR, BT 5 5 IR sl AL Giti i 2 Pl — R R TR (HU Y, 2022)
[13]. Bk b, HrH il 7R, Wy ms-rassi, FIR T ERSE 505 MAs, Wik T
2 5 ERT K RIE, S S RO R N SR M2, A BT RO EL AN T4 A
TIZL AR E LM QH T R SRR TR, TR THE AR B A (e, 2025) [14].

SRT, ZACHEVE IR ARSRAELR L, TR AR R e A vh LWL (B BRI . FE R0 5 5 R
SLIIR B, 38 b Aol 3 T I B e B A R O, R R B RN . BRI T A
B IR P M FEPASRE N A, X ek 0 AR (R G0 T R iy B S e R KRR, AT 40 ) £ 3 ol 7 4k
EBE A B RIRTE . BEEECT S S R R IZW A, SO IR B ROE D 583 . P 6 45 H 2 i Bk UL L il
FEAGAWIRA Z )5, T BN bR A B A, Ber S 5 R fE A AR, e
T3 Ml 17 A BRI BE ) = BB R 5 e RS o IX AL SR 0 51 5 0 11 366 ol e B L 9 ML o7 14 52
HAT 535 AR PERFE, SIS RS ETHY “U” BECAK.

s 1 B S R G Rk E s A R 28 “U” BCR.

2.2. BWTHH

REBFR ARG T Z KBRS WA, EA R E AN XL RREN AR E R XME
SR ERAE T “Bor il mge s, BN EC T SRR RIS AL RE ). B MRk
BEJT, B 7 — [ flE AR Ry 5 S, RET S ek e AN SERR A 70 BB TR 3758 4 70

Her e 7 AR AR BE AR . NI FERERI T I A = RYESE, LR sE 1 il A I B B U8
FIEREEAN B . FEBSABINTT I, B RAERER BN . A 55 ST 5 B4 B T B0 B8 5 R AL ) s A A
(EK, 2024) [15]0 FENTIHERTITH, BAETHREMNA i #, AR BRSO I # e S Ay
PRI 130 o AR IAFAL T, B AT 0 8w 7= i SRR 2 R, e T AR S s
VREACN L G AT S 0 WK BE 7, TS S A0 (ELBE 2R TH (K T 30722 5 /) (Fei R, 2023) [16].

PRIk, B IRICRE 7T o 55 BB T 180T S 0 G M e ER U E B A AR T IO R . B
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By I RE ST E 2K, BENS PR & R AT B 5 i R I BRIRZEA, S o i EBE R T s 1T
FERU IR RE 0B RO DX, Al i SRR AR AR AL A8 S5 i R, 3 B80T 52 o WA st
A e BEAE P I a8 4k o H e R] L, B IR BE A2 20y 51 5 S il GVC o 2 18] 444 22 I
EREREK(EE

B 20 BT RMACRE 7 I 1708 5 7 57 2 Il 4 BR (L B M A7 (R 52

3. TEIXE
3.1. ¥3IEAA

ARICATH 2011 £ 2023 43K 61 M EEETHAR(E KBS KEHETHE HVPEREdE, T
K 57 5 0k i) 3 Ml A TR A B M PR AL

Hdhs 2 2R B AR AT (World Bank) A [ B 5 R 23 (UNCTAD) MG AR 2235F 52 5 K5 (UIBE) AL
JBCECHE 22 o 38 Y A BRANE B HL A i Bk B 6 72 5K 2E(UIBE)#iE 12, 25T Koopman (2014) [17]/977
I . AR B = B 8, SR T VRS ER AT A . 2R B EE AT . RGH AT
SR 5y Tt 1) 3 Ml A= BRAN B RE MO A ) B AR S AL, DUCRIERT 7045 SR 1A B R RL 22 1
3.2. BFHT K RKFIBIRE

RRL AT RS E T O R BT, AXESH# OECD. UNCTAD. ITU 25 [F R4 A1 5 STk 1)
Bt E(IE =, 2021)[18], & GHT R 5 I NAE K R4, il a5 57 57 o) BEnh it . 20752 2 BT
ICT F=f 58 5 B WAL A 5 DA — R AR AR I 25 A I AR R (BURE, 2021) [19], W& 1. AR EBTE
AT Z) ) & E 7 5 5 KRG K.

Table 1. Construction of indicators for the development level of digital trade

# 1. BFRH L RKFIETDE

— R AahR 7 Ei=p IR e

By 52 SR i T Bh W 48 78 35 %(%) WDI $#3 B2 0.149
Ii] 7 B8 75 B (%) WDI #ifs %
LIRS F (%) WDI %4z )%

7R 5 B LR R FEHE(ER) WDI %4 e 0.348
LR HIEHEAEER) WDI %4z 122
FHE T S E S WDI %4z 12

ICT 7= R 5 ICT 72 th 5 7 i e 1 ERA51(%) WDI %4 e 0.222
ICT 7= ik 1 o5 7 gt 1 B9 (%) WDI ## %2
ICT JIR45 O #(3E ) WDI Hdfi 2

7R 5 R & (%) WDI ¥ e 0.260
FoAb Y & (%) WDI ¥ %

VRS : BOKRITE(AUS). B FI(AUT). &I E(BGD). LRI (BEL). {#INFI(BGR) AFHBTN). ELFE(BRA). L3 (BRN).
I ZE(KHM). IS K(CAN). I BI(CYP). #EW(CZE). F1#2(DNK). ZVPJB(EST). EFF(FID). 55 *=(FIN). iE£[EH(FRA). 18
[ (DEU). #/(GRC). TH MW (HRV). & FF|(HUN). EIFE(IND). EIJE(IDN). E/K%(IRL). R AFIATA). HAJIPN). HEET
WHKAZ). HREFHIHHKGZ). #EKOR). ZHI(LAO). FH5a(LTU). S HREQLUX). W4T (LVA). BT MYS). &
PEEF(MEX). B/RAKRMDV). BEARMLT). 5 & (MNG). JeiH/R(NPL). fif 2 (NLD). #SE(NOR). NI (PAK). JEH R (PHL).
P 25(POL). % 4 (PRT). 1 EKFi(CHN). &5 JRITEROU). HZHRUS). Hlid(SGP). PP (ESP). HH 2~ R(ILKA). #iE
fRFE(SVK). BiE SR W(SVN). il (SWE). #ii1:(CHE). Z[E(THA). L HIH(TUR). #[E(GBR). £[EH(USA). HFF(VNM),
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TERE A B TT TR, RV BRIB PRI RN 25, A SCE Yo R Z bR A T 1556 B Fe At AT 1E M AR ifE
tesbEE, HEAXIR:
Xl./. —min(X.)

& =max(X/.)—min(Xj) )

Hr, Z, 9% j NEARESE | D E K KSR X R A .
B, RABEZE T R AR AR . B et AR/ & [ A 5 B

po_li @)
LYz,
AT
e, =—kY P InP, (3)

E¢,kﬁLqn%#ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%oﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ

nn
d,=1-e, 4)
B, THEIERRRCE
i (5)
w, =
' Z:lzld.i
x SRR E 0] Be RIS 8 45 ik Sh BT S BB E (e, AL AR EE, SRCE T2 IE:
. 1
wj—a~wj+(1—a)«; (6)

E¢,wﬂm,m%%ﬁﬁ,%%%ﬂioﬁﬁ%%%%WEMﬁEw%T,%%%ﬁ%%%%@ﬁo
B, R TPRERRCE, RS EECE T 5 RS E TR
I = iwj Z, ™

AN, St E R L FrbREA, A SOl 1SO Alpha-3 EBRFRAEZIEAT E SACHKD 1 ULHED, 503870 He ik
LRRBHATIBIE, WXIBES. SRCaSIEn—EEZHE T LAAIER, i RIEARTE 2 BRYE R A AT A
PR L

3.3. HlE £ TkHE N RLRRIE

& R IRME B ER A R R, & B AE 23R E 5 (Global Value Chain, GVC)H LA £ il A 7 R 5K
Z5ER TARR ST RRE I EERR . AAGE T B NSRS 500k, U 1 S
I Py 3G e AN I ok, AR TR A RSSOy ve iR BRI, Koopman. Wang 4%
TR GHMMENA, FH T ERE M BRI E R AL 777, R AR ERE A Fe 4L, o7k O
J 2 B T AR A B A I FE 5 23 TRECHIE e

A % Koopman Fil Wang (#5771, SR Wang 554 H 1) A BROERE A7 Fis BOEAT N E . %46
HER G R T — B H 1 B P I () A R AR E SMEIE(F D), 2 AR — [ AR a3
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FIETAZE5NERS 5. B E AR B E T, AT DU [ 7 ST (B8 P A AR X
Ao BARINEE 2R

GVC Position, =In (1 + s j - ln[l + £V j ®
Hrr: GVC Position, FoRBEI S i FE4EAY ¢ FAERUHEREIAL TGS 1V, 30 100 P g = RIS NS i) [ P 4
MRS 515): Fv, ol O R AIEOR 5 5 E, %7 th 1.

AR T — AN S e [ A S A S AR I AR R R AR, SR, R EE N
TS E N IMELL B, B2 25 B Bt SRBEFET fAE A IO E A Y SR BUE R
VU2 B 22 R T SEAR AR, SR AL TN AR E AT, AT 2EROMEHE R T

34. BHEEHIRE

N T IRTEA A FAERM . BEE I A B 7 52 5 B2 UR 77 T R e ) 22 S o 80 57 ) (e gkl il A 3Ry
EEEHAL M 1E 42, ASCHI NI me I E TR & . el ie 12 48 — B AR AN B = R
HARGHR, IR A AN NG T RS 4 J1RE T %68 1 RENS TEOK BRI 55 %507 57 2 dt il i
A BRI EFEHOAL I 5o, R AR T R 5 S IOV KL 1 B B A

SEATRRE T I ER IR, RSB IRORE I B R RS, A SO R . BRI S T
=AY FE IR I LN = AN bR i B RIS RE D 2% A Fa B

(1) [EEBZAEELE L GDP EHE (%): KIEREREME . FAR A ICT &7 H A K,
FEHCT TR R TR R . HHE SRR A T AR

(2)R&D HFFE N RECE (B E I N): f R EE B S5 HARN g4, RIS RN R 5] . B A Fl
HOHTRE ST BRI T FRAT .

(3) B2C MRS i —E W Eer = i RS S B2 R, R LA E o R
T ReS G WA B A T3 B S A . B ki v A B 5k 221 (UNCTAD).

ERPEAERTTH, 1Jext IR = ANERIEAT Z-score Brititk, DUHBR AR FREARIAI &N E T, brdill
AR

Xit_Z

z, == ©)

Hrh, Z, AR E HIFRRRIE, X, NIRGATRARE, X, RS, 2 BIAEE | TR ARA S S AR 2.

B, SR B 7 BTk (PCAYR PR AL 5 BB BEAT B 4EAL B, $RICER — F R E N EE 157, 1

@& R EE e s, R AKX IR
F,=aZ,+a,7Z, +a,Z,, (10)
H, B, AR —EWDE5, a - ay~ ay NERG IR T804 .

ZIRH AR BN A T M S B — R BRI B S SR ETTHNSE G R ). NRAIE 3 i i
BURIRL 2, ASCIEAT 7 KMO K365 R AR BRI AL G, 45 REBWIREACSE BLHEAT PCA 70 #T, 36— Tk
IR T 2215 3] T0% LA b, Bt RIFIASETE S AT EEE,

FESEREIRY , ASOR B W e 0 5807 5 5 R R KT IE S B, A9 FLR T RO . 4 58 LI
RENIE, RFBCFIRICRE AR, B 57 S R b4 SR 8 B A7 ) (i g A A

3.5. IR
FEGP AT 0752 S & b A BR A (B BE A A REMA I, D3R THRRLAL T (R ME AN S R IR ik, A
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LHINT — RV AR B X AR BN TR EAKCT SWAMFRRERE . E BN FRlgi. 4
Pe 2 T i, el A R0 i Al Bt )i b 4 BRA 8 B A 72 2 T P B ] S ) 2 2 W 5
I, MM RA% O 28 B AR R

(1) W RBKT: RFNY) GDP (BN ST0) M. 20057 K FE A2 il b 45 W T+ 5 i (B 4 7 f 2
IR, IO E X E BB R SECERE S, AE SR S M IMEIR . Bk AT

(2) XFAMFRUE: LEH RS8R & GDP LB (%) . TR Rk, il bk T s Rl = bR st i . &
SRS T, RFAMERERNFERE . Sk HAET.

(3) ZHE /KT UBUFEE ZH 5 GDP LLE (%) &R . #E S H KA F1 54K, B BT Ak
WA SR, HEBHIE L m) s it . B Rt ARARAT .

(4) B R AT RS INME 5 GDP L EE (%), il bt 5 g vk 7 b L Al 5
B HARINMERE TS /). B oRUR:  tHRARAT

(5) HMri BT DL FDL A 5 GDP L (%)%~ . FDI Alafi R ieii iR 5E ALK, HEa) |G
Wb, (HIRATRE R “ARumBlie ” KU, DRt Emlim . SoE k. AT,

il ARXEEHEHZERESFTRE. AT ATTEAR. PS5 IRN S 2 A
YERE,  Be B ECR A T R ) S0 )38 L A BR B B M AT (A DB TF SR 2, AT 4 v S HiF AR ) At
B 5 RRA S,

4. REMESSLES
4.1. BREE

N T RGBT R G G Ml A BRAN B B R R S0, A SCA AR« FE S 0% 2 S Y B A%
SRR SR . 0 BB BT TR 5 KR AT AR IR AR RAE SRR A &, G L BRI
HEHLAL(GVC position) N ARREAR &, S LT AR A XML . BOE SCH 5 i b B A2
AREE, AR IT2021) (20 FE, SR A1) [E] 5 28R T AR ASE Y BEAT (1t

FEUERY TR 30 7 57 5 R R /KXo 3G M A BRAN (B B s AL B B2, RS2V e N R

GVC, = a+ B, - Digital, + B, - Digital’ + Zyk -Control,,, + p, + 4, + ¢, (11)

Hrh,  Digital, B FR 5 KRN, Digital, NIVFITI, HTRERESAEIREERR: wHEE
BLFEXS AT T (openness) BB 3 Hi (edu) 55 R IE K- (gdp, BOSEO) A%V & & K- (Inmanufacture,
BORED . w NEFKE BN, A NG RN, ¢, NIRED

AT B RN A% GVC MU TS B BB ER, —EAE G U Bz,
AR B W22 5 22 e e R T4

4.2. RSt

EIERFF BRI /1, ASCE e iZ OB S AT R g1, PUR ARSI F AR IE 5 9]
B, W 2, BIEFEAE(Obs). YA Mean). FrEZE(SD). /IMAMin) 5 i K 1H (Max).

Table 2. Descriptive statistics of variables

2. TEmMARMRIT

VarName Obs Mean SD Min Max
gveposition 714 —0.027 0.068 —0.393 0.240
digital 714 0.134 0.027 0.049 0.164
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digital2 714 0.019 0.006 0.004 0.027

openness 714 1.139 0.804 0.231 4.426

edu 714 4.447 1.392 0.864 8.494

gdp 714 2.940 2.678 0.079 13.371

Inmanufacture 714 —2.083 0.608 —4.697 —-0.990
4.3. BRI

MAHRAE T 5 SRR, 120 R AR BT 57 5 R KT (digital) 5 45 R A8 e i i I 4 Bk (%
S (gveposition) Z THIAIAH R R BN 0.474, HAE 1%MBE MK LRZFNIE. X—45 5 AR T “%
FRGB T RTHIE, GVC HAL” ARSI T YD 3, W4 3.

Table 3. Results of correlation analysis

=3 EXRMOIER

gvcposition digital openness edu gdp Inmanufacture
gvcposition 1
digital 0.474*** 1
openness —-0.072* 0.322%** 1
edu 0.320%** 0.447%%* —0.004 1
gdp 0.343%%* 0.647%** 0.374%%* 0.347%** 1
Inmanufacture 0.134%** —0.167*** —0.269*** —0.204*** —0.247*%* 1

4.4. BRI RS

NT SEF RS S0 57 5y IR 7Kk il 3 ol A RN B b 7 (1 B AR SO, A SR R o) [ SR e N S
EF [ ] 7 28007 P it b, R T el [ S ARSI A, I 5] N R S O KT 1 kI LR T g
FERAER R R . flitgs 3 4.

MIENHGERKE, ZOER digital —IXRIURECN-2.044, ZIRIN digital* B 250N 9.609, WL
TE 1% 2 E VKT R B3 X — 45 R T 5 5 K e 5 i b A B E Bt AL 2 (R 7E B3 U Y7
LMK R, BITERF 5 REIVIGI B, WTREH THIEATEE ., A T SEARIEAN L,
TR G &, GVC Hup 7= A — e I HIE A s (H 255051 5 KRB — e R G, LRI %
B, IR FERETHRE M N R RN R

R ARG BERG R, R2 M 0.793, A5 R2IE 0.770, & WfARAR Booxt 28 B B A Bom 1 fiRE 77,
BRI E A H. 45 b, JRUERDEZ SRR T AT O R : B 51 5 Sl 3RO E 8 H A 2 (] AF
ERER “U 87 KRR, HAFKESWEWEEER T REGEEZEFIEM . NERAEMIX —X
RIVAPRBN SHLEIEEE, F— 10— D NFATE R “HerRiae ) TR T

Table 4. Results of baseline regression

4. EiEIVFER

) (@)
gvcposition gvcposition
digital —1.620%* —2.044%**

m
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(0.723) (0.670)
digital2 7.428%* 9.609***
(3.243) (2.940)
openness —0.044%%%
(0.013)
edu —0.004
(0.003)
gdp 0.006%*
(0.003)
Inmanufacture —0.066%**
(0.018)
_cons 0.049 —-0.018
(0.042) (0.068)
ANARIE 5E RO Yes Yes
A7 [ R Yes Yes
N 714 714
R2 0.749 0.793
Adj. R2 0.734 0.770

P #Rp <001, *p<0.04, *p<0.10, 5 PRERE R,

4.5. U BIXRE D
TR SIEE R B, AEH| TH T A S KRR T SHE BRI E AL 2 Bl R “U BY”
ABRRANE, k1 ATR. BEENECT R 5 KRR EL gL GVC A, B A iEmi g R 1
B R S0IIR BB, HxligE GVC AL 2B — @ m s, Hia e, ZRRENIER,
FHE T 5 K B e
-0.080}
—-0.085}
-0.090

—0.095

—0.100

it b A ERUME BB (GVC Position)

-0.105}
— URIR AL
--- $im =~ 0.106

0.06 0.08 0.10 012 0.14 0.16
R o KRAKT (Digital)

—0.110+%

Figure 1. “U-shaped” relationship between digital trade and the status of manufacturing GVC
1. HFAZSHEL GVC iz Er “UR” XRE
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Kl LR BRI 45 508 0,106, ZAE N FNH T FE GVC = -2.044 - digital +9.609 - digital® FT 3 H 1 5
MBS, THEWT:

-2.044
2x9.609

XEWAE, 4 EBFR 5 R EAKCTFREGET 0.106 J5, HxTHE GVC HAL R #E1E FH H 5t
FRIE, HENPGEERTHIX [H] .
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Table 7. Endogeneity test
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